Friday 12th January
2024

BETHS VIP

Excellence - Community - Respect - Nurture

MESSAGE FROM THE
HEADTEACHER

Dear Parents, Carers,

Happy New Year! | hope you have had a good
HAPPY YEAR Christmas break and managed to take time for
yourselves. Our first week back and for some, it will
feel like the break was a long time ago!

This is a short term (4 weeks to go) and there will be
lots to get though during this time, it is especially
important for those in exam groups to really push
themselves, utilise the resources available to them
to get the grades they deserve in the summer.

We start the New Year off with some positive news reported in the
local media this week. You may be aware of the Progress 8 score,
which is a score showing how much progress pupils at a school have
made between the end of key stage two and the end of key stage four,
compared to pupils across England who got similar results at the end
of key stage two. Beths Grammar came joint 2nd with Bexley
Grammar School with a positive Progress 8 score of 0.62. A copy of the
article can be found here
https://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/24020011.best-worst-
secondary-schools-bexley-named-government/ . | would like to praise
my staff and scholars for their hard work and determination to
succeed.
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| would like to remind you of some school processes, which can easily get
forgotten in our busy lives:

Student Absence

If your scholar is absent due to iliness or medical appointments, please can
you email or leave a message for the relevant Attendance Officer with
details of the absence. Medical appointments should have evidence
provided (appointment letter, screen shot of appointment etc.)

KS3-4 = Attendance@beths.bexley.sch.uk
KS5 = 6Fattendance@beths.bexley.sch.uk

Absences should be reported each day. The school does not operate a 48
hour policy following a sickness absence. If your child has not been sick for
12 hours following the time they were sick, then they will be able to attend
school.

Absences during term time should be avoided where possible. Any requests
should be emailed to the Headteacher via HeadsPA@beths.bexley.sch.uk

Student Lanyards

These are part of the school uniform and essential to our Health & Safety
and Safeguarding policies. Please remind your child to wear them, signing
in and out on the schools Inventry system.

Vaping

A reminder to our scholars that vaping is not permitted on school premises.
There is a legal age limit with this and if a scholar is found vaping or has one
on their person, they will be excluded in line with our Behaviour Policy.
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Unwanted Weather!

This time of year, we constantly hear threats of snow and with how the
temperature has dropped this week, there could be a possibility of this
happening! Bearing this in mind, we thought it helpful to remind you of the
school's procedures.

In the unlikely event that the school is closed due to adverse conditions we
will make every effort to make information available to staff, students and
parents by 6.30am. However, it may not always be possible to make the
decision by this time, so we would ask for you to be understanding. A
decision will be made by 7am. If the school is open, parents, staff and
students will be advised of the start time. If the school is closed, lessons will
revert to online learning at home.

This information will be available on the following websites:

School website www.beths.bexley.sch.uk. A ‘yellow sticky’ will appear on
the front page of our site clarifying whether we are open or shut.

Bexley’'s School OpenCheck website
http://map.lgfl.org.uk/opencheck/default.aspx?la=303

Parents without internet access can phone 020 8408 7508 and enter the
school’s DfE number, 3035403, to get the same information.
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Dates for your diary:

15th January - Year 10 talk from TfL
16th January - Year 9 talk from TfL.
Year 11 Parents Evening bookings open @ 7pm
17th January - Year 10 in person Work Experience Launch
18th January - Year 10 Andulsia trip Parents Information Evening @ 6pm
19th January - Year 8 & Year 11 reports sent home
23rd January - Year 11 Parents Evening bookings closes @ 7pm
24th January - Year 9 DTP/Men ACWY vaccination
25th January - Year 11 Parents Evening 16:30-19:30
27-28th January - CRY on-site testing
29th January - Year 13 Trial Exams commence
31st January - Year 10 Andalusia Trip goes off
1st February - Year 8 Parents Evening in Person
2nd February - Year 12 reports sent home
8th February - Year 10 RSE Drop Down Day
9th February - Year 13 Trial Exams end

Have a lovely weekend.
Richard Blyghton
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YEAR 10 JUNIOR PREFECTS

A massive congratulations to our new Year 10 Junior Prefects. This is
a wonderful opportunity for our students to take on leadership
roles, and develop many skills. We hope you enjoy your time as
Prefects, and continue to be a shining example to many.
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COMPUTING NEWSLETTER

The latest edition of CS Uncovered a newsletter written by our Computing society
students is now available to be viewed on our website. This issue includes articles
about smart cities, predicting stock prices and much much more!
https://www.beths.bexley.sch.uk/page/?
title=CS+Uncovered%2D+Computing+newsletter&pid=413

CS Uncovered Contents

Our fealure article:

——
The Art of

COMPILER

CONSTRUCTION
u' The Art of
u COMPILER CONSTRUCTION

and also

PREDICTING STOCK PRICES
with Long Short-Term Memory

Smart city’ is a term used for a city
which uses information and communi- e
cation technology (ICT) il

rer et g The Internet ©Of Things and

What are Long Short-Term
Memaory and Recurrent Neural
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SIXTH FORM BUILDING UPDATE

Update on our new Sixth Form building as the works progressed over
Christmas!
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Our English department have a fantastic English Super Scholars display. This
is a wonderful opportunity for students across year groups to display their
work for the rest of the school to see!
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FIXTURES AND RESULTS

Fixtures for week commencing 15th January.

FOOTBALL

Date Competition | Team Opposition Venue
15.01.24 North Kent Ul6A V Wilmington Grammar Away 2:30pm
17.01.24 | Kent League | 1% XI V Bexley Grammar Home 2pm
17.01.24 Kent League | 2™ XI V Farringtons School Away 2pm
18.01.24 | North Kent | U14A V Bexley Grammar Away 2:30pm
19.01.24 North Kent U15A W Hurstmere Away 2pm

BASKETBALL
Date Competition | Team Opposition Venue
15.01.24 Kent Cup U18A V Northfleet technology college | Home 3:30pm
16.01.24 Kent Cup U12A W Trinity Home dpm
17.01.24 kKent Cup U138A V Hayes Home Zpm

RUGBY

Date Competition | Team Opposition Venue
16.01.24 Friendly U14A V Dartford Grammar Home 2:15pm
19.01.24 Friendly U12A \ Dartford Grammar Home 2:15pm
19.01.24 Friendly Uil2B V Dartford Grammar Home 2:15pm

*Please note that some matches may be cancelled/postponed and therefore
we ask you to keep an eye on the SOCS website.
Beths Grammar School | Sports Home (bethssport.co.uk).

If you have any questions, please email us at fixtures@beths.bexley.sch.uk

"ﬂ'@BethsGrammar n Beths Grammar School @BethsGS


https://www.instagram.com/bethsgrammar/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Private-School/Beths-Grammar-School-724173927935103/
https://twitter.com/bethsgs?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/bethsgrammar/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Private-School/Beths-Grammar-School-724173927935103/
https://twitter.com/bethsgs?lang=en
http://bethssport.co.uk/

KEEPING YOUR CHILD
SAFE ONLINE

AtMotionol Online Sofety, we believe in empowering porents, carers and trusted odults with the information to hold aninformed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adult uld be aware of. Please visit nationakcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

m&w People Need to Know about

Everyone in the UK has the right of “freedom of expression”. That's the right to voice your opinions and share information
and ideas with others. It's not the right to say whatever you want without regard for others’ feelings and values. We all
have a responsibility to use this right properly: being respectful and inclusive to those around us, rather than making
offensive and threatening r rks. That's called ‘hate speech’ and knowing the difference is incredibly important.

Free speech is a person’s legal right to share information, opinions and Hate speech refers to any communication - like talking, texting or
ideas without fear of retaliation, censorship or legal consequences. posting online = that negatively targets a group or an individual
This freedom of expression is recognised in international human rights because they are perceived to be different in some way. Demonising
legislation, and here’s what it does for us in our day-to-day lives ... and dehumanising statements, threats, identity-based insults,

[ ! offensive name-calling and slurs would all count as hate speech.
Here are some commeon forms it takes.. F

The Human Rights Act
1888 states that
everyone has the right
to express themselves
freely - even if their

Targeting people or groups because of a
protected characteristic - like race, gender
identity, sexuality, nationality, religion or a

views are unpopular b disability - and verbally abusing them with
and might offend [ a¥ ™ slurs and name-calling. The Equality Act =
others. - ) 2010 has more infermation on this.
Freedom of expression encourages ’ 3 4 ——
listening to others and allowing opposing 5 A‘ 5 3 ..‘ 5
views to be heard. It's important to respect N L -
u someone’s opinion, even if we disagree Q: Content that dehumanises people based on the q
with it. Free speech lets us engage in ‘%4 same characteristics: referring to them as if
/ meaningful discussions with people who they were animals, objects or other non-human ,
C teel differently. entities, for example. Separating the target
trom other human beings is usually an
\ I attempt to justify the speaker's bigotry.

Any concept could potentially offend "' ‘ {

someone. Galileo's theories were incredibly
offensive to many at the time, while not
everyone agrees with Darwin, even today.
Afrequent exchange of ideas is vitally
important for a healthy society.

Calling for violence or hatred against certain
peopla or groups and justifying and glorifying
those actions. Suggesting that a certain group
should be removed from society could be seen

as a call to arms, for example - potentially

‘ 1 putting people from that group in danger.
M P ~

Free speech allows us to engage people r- ! ‘ - ‘-._._,-.‘
we disagree with in a debate. The ability Claiming that specific types of people are 1
to challenge others’ views is healthy — physically, mentally or morally inferior (or even

while having ours challenged helps us that they are criminals) to encourage others to ) o

learn how to deal with criticism and think | view them in the same way. This kind of thinking ¢ #/

deeply about what we say and believe. 4 Is always incorrect = but can be incredibly

_ — harmful to the group in question. o
Freedom of expression includes the right

not to do something, like not standing up y spreading damaging misinformation about a

for = or singing - the national anthem. ’ person or group that the speakar views as
Even though some people would find that : “different” - essentially, trying to turn others
offensive, it isn'tillegal. By law, nobody can ( against them by lying. Someone might claim that
force you to say anything you don’t want to. | arecenttragedy is the fault of this entire group,

4 o when this is simply not possible.
wn A\ -
W W -n j ‘wVi
Free speech is a powerful tool for change, Promoting the segregation of certain groups,

justice and reform. Many modern UK rights or discrimination against them, because of
= such as women being allowed to vote, who they are. This has been illegal in the UK
decent working conditions or same-sex for a long time = but some people still try
marriage = couldn’t have been achieved to promote the exclusion of others, which
without it. can cause a huge amount of distress.

-

HWakeUpWednesday

@natonlinesafety n [NationalonlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety d @national_online_safety
Users of this guide do so ot theirown discretion. No liobility i into. Current s of the date of release: 10.01.2023
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HARTFORD ROAD
BEXLEY

KENT

DAS5 INE

Email Address: admin@beths.bexley.sch.uk

Email Address (to be used for items/concerns of a more
'sensitive’ nature): HeadsPA@beths.bexley.sch.uk

Telephone Number: 01322 556538
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