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CELEBRATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY: 
INTERNATIONAL WEEK AT BETHS GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

The spirit of cultural diversity came alive at Beths last week as we
celebrated International Week. The 26th of September is European
Day of Languages, so each year in the last week of the month, the
Modern Foreign Languages department celebrates with a schedule of
events centred around language and culture. 
 
During this week’s assemblies, Ms. Zhai and our quadrilingual Head
Boy Setsofia spoke to Key Stages 3 and 4 about the immense value of
learning a foreign language, not just as a tool for communication but
as a gateway to understanding different cultures and perspectives.
For the Sixth Form, Ms. Bridge delivered assemblies sharing
invaluable insights on the benefits of pursuing a study abroad year at
university and the practicalities of how to organise and pay for it. 
 
Tuesday marked European Day of Languages, and since our focus this
year was on Greek, the catering team served up a tantalizing spread
of Greek delicacies for lunch, including moussaka, spanakopita, and
orzo. Meanwhile, our Year 8 students had the opportunity to embark
on a culinary adventure of their own. After winning a ticket in their
language lessons, they were invited to enjoy food tasting sessions
featuring French, Spanish, Italian, German, or Chinese cuisine, from an
array of cheeses and cured meats to the delights of bubble tea. 
 
 
In the midst of these culinary
experiences on Tuesday, Ms Blyghton
also hosted a GCHQ webinar in the
school hall, where a range of guest
speakers from the UK's largest
intelligence agency explained how
languages helped them advance in
their careers. 
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Languages fun continued to flourish throughout the week. In form
time, students participated in Ms. Bridge's International Week quiz as
part of a House competition. In Key Stage 3 language lessons, pupils
enjoyed a Greek taster lesson in their language 1 class and a cultural
lesson in their language 2 class. 
 
The week ended on a high with International Dress Day. Students and
staff came to school in international clothing, either from their own
culture or a culture they love. At lunch time, students gathered in the
school hall for a fun photo opportunity with their friends, showcasing
their cultural dress. 
 
As well as being an opportunity for cultural celebration, International
Dress Day was also a charitable event, and this year we raised an
impressive £611.49, with the proceeds split between WaterAid and our
school's Multicultural Committee as part of our school's commitment
to making a positive impact both locally and globally. 
 

CELEBRATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY: 
INTERNATIONAL WEEK AT BETHS GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 
International Week was more than just a
celebration of languages and cultures; it
was a testament to the power of
diversity, unity, and global
understanding. It reminded us that, as
we learn about and embrace the world's
languages and cultures, we become not
only better communicators but also
more empathetic, open-minded
individuals. We hope that students carry
forward the lessons and memories from
this week, continuing to celebrate and
appreciate the mix of cultures that make
our school so special. 
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MAYPLACE PRIMARY 
FRENCH OUTREACH 

On Monday 2nd October, me and my classmates in Year 12 French
took part in outreach work at Mayplace Primary School, helping the
school run their annual French Market and teaching some French
lessons. 
 
At the market, the children were given a bag of pretend money and a
short script in French to help them to ask for various items available
at the market such as toys, clothes, stationary and plastic fruits. 
 
We took turns running the different stalls and selling the items to the
children. At the end of their allotted time, the pupils returned their
purchases and the money was redistributed to the next class. The
children were also allowed to purchase a pain au chocolat for 50p
and the school was kind enough to give us the ones that were left
over. 

We took turns running the different stalls and selling the items to the
children. At the end of their allotted time, the pupils returned their
purchases and the money was redistributed to the next class. The
children were also allowed to purchase a pain au chocolat for 50p
and the school was kind enough to give us the ones that were left
over. 
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MAYPLACE PRIMARY 
FRENCH OUTREACH 

Julian S and Charlie T, Year 12

Afterwards, we went into different classes in pairs to play games in
French with the children. For example, we were provided with
different coloured beanbags and threw them to students, who had to
shout back the colour of the bean bag in French. 
 
We all had a great time at Mayplace Primary School; the children
were all very polite and well-behaved, and we are grateful to Beths
and Mayplace Primary for providing us with this amazing opportunity
to share our knowledge of French with the local community.
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SUMMER ART EXHIBITION

Some wonderful pictures from our Summer Art Exhibition. Well done
to all our students, you are so talented! 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE WEEK:
 BUSINESS STUDIES

In A-Level Business Studies, our Year 13 students developed their
application and presenting skills, researching the factors which has
contributed to globalisation and analysing the consequences it has on
the business environment. 
 
Students also developed their quantitative skills when assessing the
financial ratios which businesses consider. They prepared detailed
notes in their formula sheets and practiced exam style questions. Key
focused was placed on analytical and application skills. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE WEEK:
 BUSINESS STUDIES

In GCSE Business Studies, the focus this week for  was placed on
exam technique. Having been taught “The Role of Procurement”,
students demonstrated their written skills under timed management.
Well done to Kandarp 11H, Musab 11A and Aiden G11E who achieved
100% in their essays. These were shared with the group and used to
demonstrate the appropriate use of knowledge, analysis, application
and evaluation.  

Below are some
model answers
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YEAR 8 SCIENCE
LESSONS

In Year 8 Science lessons, students were introduced to a wide range of
medicines and drugs. They learnt about the importance of taking the proper
dosage of medicine and how some substances are harmful and cause
addiction. Students discovered the dangerous contents of a lit cigarette by
analysing it with the aid of cotton wool and universal indicator.
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Following a weekend of British Taekwondo National Poomsae
Championships 2023 - Gabriel had the opportunity to compete against
some of the best Taekwondo Poomsae players across the UK, managing to
take home a total tally of 4 medals, with 2 Gold, 1 Silver and 1 Bronze.

We are extremely proud of Gabriel’s outstanding achievement placing 3rd
(Bronze) overall nationally for his Individual Under 14 DAN, Male Black Belt
category which saw him compete against 21 other incredible players in
the finals. 

Additional accomplishments from the national championships saw
Gabriel become a National Champion for the Team Under 14 DAN, Male
Black Belt category which saw his team winning Gold in the finals against
3 other outstanding teams from other clubs.

Gabriel also became a National Champion for the Family Team DAN, Male
Black Belt category which saw he and his Family win Gold against 4 other
exceptional families in the finals.

STUDENT SUCCESS
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The final addition to Gabriel’s medal tally came in the form of a Silver
medal where he teamed up with a female black belt from another club to
compete in the Pair Under 14, Male/Female Black Belt category, competing
against 12 other outstanding pairs, some of whom were also members of
the GBR National Squad.

Gabriel continues to inspire his peers from Win Taekwondo Academy,
proving that great things come from hard work and perseverance.

The next major championship event for Gabriel is the European Poomsae
Taekwondo Championship, due to take place at Olympiaworld,
Olympiastraße 10, Innsbruck 6020 Austria between Friday 24th and
Sunday 26th November. A team of 47 athletes, coaches and support team
members from 24 British Taekwondo clubs will be represented in the 2023
European Poomsae Taekwondo Championships and European Para
Taekwondo Championship.

Gabriel’s Medal tally breakdown:
·      Under 14 DAN Cadet Male, Individual (Bronze)
·      Under 14 DAN Pair Cadet Male/Female (Silver)
·      Under 14 DAN Team Cadet Male - (Gold) National Champion 
·      Family Team DAN Male - (Gold) National Champion

-Mr and Mrs Casaclang

STUDENT SUCCESS
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STEM Club was full of fun this week. Students are currently working
on how to survive a zombie attack.  They created neck shields using
different types of materials, fabric etc and had to go through a
puncture Zombie test. Mateo and Vincent, two sixth form students
made it more fun by making it a competition. Out of 8 groups, 6 of
them successfully passed the test.

STEM CLUB
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WORLD SCHOOL FOOTBALL CUP 2023! 

On Friday 13th October our Year 8 and Year 10
football teams set off to Barcelona to take part
in the World Schools Football Cup 2023!  

Following an early flight from Gatwick, the teams arrived at
Cambrils Park Resort Salou excited for the first set of matches
kicking off at 4.30pm. Mr G.S led the Year 8 Team 1 out against
GEMS Wellington from Dubai which finished 3-3, whilst Mr Webb’s
Year 10 side got their first win of the tournament with a convincing
3-0 win v Asia Pacific Schools from Malaysia.  

All 30 students then headed straight to the opening ceremony,
where the schools from all over the world were introduced –
England, Spain, Nigeria, Dubai, Kazakhstan, Brazil, Uganda and
many more. This was a fantastic event, which really set the tone for
the rest of the competition with plenty of excitement in the air! 

On Saturday the Year 8 Team 2 got their campaign underway,
beating Morna College Ibiza 5-0 – a very promising start under the
guidance of Mr Waite! All 3 teams continued with their group
games throughout the day, playing some excellent football and
showing great tenacity and Beths scholar values, on and off the
pitch. As the day drew to a close, the group stage placings were
confirmed with the both of the Year 8’s finishing 3rd in their
respective groups, meaning they would now enter the Plate
Competition on Sunday. The Year 10’s maintained their perfect start
with 6 wins out of 6, placing top of the group! They now faced
Cambridge School Bucharest in the semi final on Sunday.  
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Despite some tiredness following a busy Saturday, the teams made
their way to the sports ground full of excitement and a
determination to win their final matches and come away with some
silverware for Beths. Year 8 Team 1 were up against Millfield School
from England, which was a close contest however with some
clinical finishing, Millfield won 2-0 and progressed into the next
round. Finally with a 5-1 win v Churchill Community College, Year 8
Team 1 finished their tournament in 5th place in the Plate.  

Year 8 Team 2 were up against Arcadia School Dubai which they
won 3-1 with an outstanding hat-trick from Noah C. Confidence was
high as they prepared for their semi-final v Churchill Community
College (2). However, despite their best efforts they were beaten 3-0
against a good side. In their 3rd and 4th play-off and final match
against Ovingham School England the team were evidently tired
after a strenuous 2 days, and were beaten 6-1. Both the Year 8 teams
did exceptionally well, with some great performances.  

WORLD SCHOOL FOOTBALL CUP 2023! 
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As the Year 10 side warmed up for their semi-final v Cambridge
School Bucharest, they knew it was going to be a difficult match
having watched them in the previous round. Beths started quickly,
with some early chances from Raynon and Bradley, but
unfortunately they could not score. Finally, with a good ball over the
top from Harvey, Nathaniel was able to break through and finish the
ball into the bottom corner. With 10 minutes left, Beths continued
to dominate the game and secure the win, keeping a well-earned
clean sheet.  

The final was v GEMS Wellington (Dubai), and as the two sides
walked out to the Champions League theme song the players and
spectators knew this was going to be an exciting match. Beths
again started quickly and began to dominate. A long-range effort
from Daniel forced the goalkeeper to make a save, which is
followed in and finished by Bradley to give Beths the lead- a great
start, but still a lot to do! The rest of the match was relatively even,
with half chances at both ends, but with some excellent defending
from David and Owen, Beths were able to see it over the line and
see themselves crowned World Schools Football Cup Champions! A
fantastic achievement to win the tournament, scoring 24 goals and
remaining undefeated! 

-Mr Webb

WORLD SCHOOL FOOTBALL CUP 2023! 

The trip was finished off with an
enjoyable visit to the Nou Camp
before heading home with the
trophy. Overall it was a brilliant
tour and a great experience for all
involved. Well done to all of the
players – you have done us all
proud!  
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BEST OF THE BETHS 
STUDENT NEWSLETTER

Please find the October edition of Best of the Beths, the first edition of the
academic year! In this edition you will find: Year 11 Work Experience By Damilola
11H, Rugby World Cup Knockout Phase Review by Riley 11W, Olivia Rodrigo:
GUTS by Ronnie 11H and much more! The newsletter can be found here
https://www.beths.bexley.sch.uk/page/?
title=Best+of+the+Beths+Newsletter&pid=403
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CAREERS TEAM
UPDATE

 Student Voice  
As part of our commitment to excellent Careers provision across all year groups,
listening to the views of our students is vital. Our Careers Surveys are one
element in our understanding of the aspirations of our students.  
 
How does this inform what we do as a Careers Team? We listen to the students,
not just through the surveys, but through our daily interactions, subject teacher
and form tutor feedback, and provide a variety of information and resources to
match the pathways and career choices that interest our students. 

88% of our Year 12 students and 75% of our Year 11
students are currently considering going to
university.  

Careers shares information on University Open Days,
and supports students throughout the UCAS
process. 
 

Over a third of Year 12 students (37%) and 20%
of Year 11 students are thinking of applying for
an apprenticeship.  
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CAREERS TEAM
UPDATE

We have bespoke Teams channel for students interested in apprenticeships,
where we share information and helpful advice on preparation and applying for
an apprenticeship. We also connect current students with alumni who are able
to mentor them through the often rigorous interview process. 

From our surveys the most popular
career choices across Years 10, 11
and 12 were Engineering, Medicine,
Law, IT, plus Business, Banking and
Finance. 

We highlight information and
resources related to these and
many other career paths.  
 
We also seek to reflect the
interests of our students in our
visiting speaker programme. 
 

Many of our speakers are former students, and these provide real inspiration to
our current students from all year groups.  

Underpinning everything we do is
Unifrog. All our new Year 12 students
now have access to this award-
winning platform and our Careers
Spotlight programme encourages
students from Key Stage 3 and 4 to
think about careers. 
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CAREERS TEAM
UPDATE

Following on from their popularity at the
Careers Fair last July, The Engineering and
Design Institute London invited some of our
6th form students to a tour of their facilities
and campus in Canada Water followed by an
Engineering activity.  
 

Year 11 Work Experience 
Work experience for our year 11 students is a great opportunity to try out an area of
work within a career the students may want to pursue. For some, at the end of the
week the work experience will have reinforced their career aspirations. For others,
the experience could discount that career path, which can be equally as useful.
For the majority of students though, it is more than that. It is also an opportunity
to develop transferrable skills that will benefit the students in their future careers,
whichever path they decide to take.
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CAREERS TEAM
UPDATE

190 students attended in-person work experience
placement during the designated work experience
week of 9-13 October. 140 of these students found their
placements themselves, which is an experience and an
achievement for the students in itself – particularly
those who had to interview for the position. The
remaining 50 students were placed in school found
placements, using existing and new contacts. Where 

possible, these students were placed by career interest and location by the
Careers Team. In total, 165 separate employers hosted our students during the
designated work experience week. We are very grateful to these employers who
gave their time and resources in providing such a valuable experience to our
students. 

It’s been great to receive positive feedback from employers regarding our
students: 
- Both A and J were a pleasure to have in our school. They were mature, sensible,
helpful, polite and respectful. They were great in their work with the children too.
They are a credit to your school. 
- Excellent student with a great attitude to learning. 
- F showed his capacity for creation when he suggested a number of design
variations on the landscape design of one our schemes. 
- - His keenness to understand why we do things a particular way really stood out. 
- To walk into a completely new environment on a Monday morning is a tough
ask, but he managed this well. He is genuinely kind young man, who should be
very proud of what he achieved last week. 
- A was very inquisitive when speaking with various people across the business,
and really sought to gain as much information about a number of topics which
he had not previously had experienced of. 
-  S spent time in the office and took part in team discussions about the work of a
Solicitor. He actively engaged in a meaningful discussion and gave his own
opinion on topics being discussed. 
-His quick adaptation to the project management structure and his active
involvement in various departments every day are commendable. 
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CAREERS TEAM
UPDATE

Students were asked to describe one thing that they learnt through doing the
placement: 
- I learnt that work is far more independent compared to school which can be a
good thing at times because it forces you to solve your own problems which
develops your problem solving skills. 
- The most important thing I learned during my placement is the value of
cohesion. 
- Working under some project managers, business analysists and testers, I
learned and developed a wide range of skills and knowledge to effectively plan,
execute and oversee projects; I learned multiple project management
methodologies such as "Waterfall" and "Agile" and others. 
 
We also asked students How doing the placement impacted on your plans for
the future 
- I am now considering a career in teaching more seriously. The placement
helped me realise what it is like to work with young children on a daily basis,
and this is something that I would be interested in pursuing in the future. 
- I really enjoyed it there and am maybe considering an apprenticeship in the
future. 
- Helped give me an idea of a 9-5 job and given me a wider range of jobs to
consider. 
- Seeing the smiles of children and watching them gain knowledge, seeing their
excitement to share their hobbies like gymnastics, has enforced my decision to
inspire children and aim to further their ambitions. 
- I believe the transfer of skills from one work environment to my next one will
be greatly beneficial. 
- I am more informed of the work that a lawyer does and I better understand
what is expected of me. 
- I have a good relationship with accountancy and I now feel like I am interested
in this course/career. I also want to work for them again in the summer, as I
have had a really good time. 
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FIXTURES AND RESULTS

Results for week commencing 16th October

*Please note that some matches may be cancelled/postponed and
therefore we ask you to keep an eye on the SOCS website.
Beths Grammar School | Sports Home (bethssport.co.uk). 

If you have any questions, please email us at
fixtures@beths.bexley.sch.uk
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FIXTURES AND RESULTS

Fixtures for week commencing 6th November 

*Please note that some matches may be cancelled/postponed and
therefore we ask you to keep an eye on the SOCS website.
Beths Grammar School | Sports Home (bethssport.co.uk). 

If you have any questions, please email us at
fixtures@beths.bexley.sch.uk
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WELLBEING AT BETHS
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KEEPING YOUR CHILD
 SAFE ONLINE
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BETHS GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 

HARTFORD ROAD

BEXLEY

KENT

DA5 1NE

Email Address: admin@beths.bexley.sch.uk

Email Address (to be used for items/concerns of a more
'sensitive' nature):  HeadsPA@beths.bexley.sch.uk  

Telephone Number: 01322 556538
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