
Topic 6: Cold War rivalry - Potential Question 1’s – 5 marks 

Question: Describe the Yalta Conference. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

Question: Describe the Potsdam Conference. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

Question: Describe the Long Telegram. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

 



Question: Describe the Truman Doctrine. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

Question: Describe the Marshall Plan/Aid. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

Question: Describe the expansion of the Red Army in Eastern Europe. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

 



Question: Describe the events of the Berlin Blockade 1948-49. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

Question: Describe the events of the Berlin Wall 1961. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

Question: Describe the events of the Cuban Missile Crisis 1962. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

 



Question: Describe the reasons for US involvement in the Vietnam War. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

Question: Describe the methods used by the USA in the Vietnam War. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

Question: Describe the reasons for the US defeat in the Vietnam War. 

Opening 

statement: 

 

First detail:  

 

Second detail:  

 

Third detail:  

 

Fourth detail:  

 

Concluding 

sentence: 

 

 

 

 



Topic 6: Cold War rivalry -  Potential Question 2’s – 6 marks 

Question: How far did the Cold War develop between 1945-1947? 

Opening – 

address how far: 

 

First point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on first 

point: 

 

 

Second point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on second 

point: 

 

 

Conclusion – 

address how far: 

 

 

Question: How far did the Cold War develop between 1947-1949? 

Opening – 

address how far: 

 

First point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on first 

point: 

 

 

Second point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on second 

point: 

 

 

Conclusion – 

address how far: 

 

 

Question: How far did the Cold War develop between 1961-1962? 

 

Opening – 

address how far: 

 

First point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on first 

point: 

 

 

Second point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on second 

point: 

 

 

Conclusion – 

address how far: 

 



Question: How far did the Cuban Missile Crisis exacerbate the Cold War? 

Opening – 

address how far: 

 

First point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on first 

point: 

 

 

Second point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on second 

point: 

 

 

Conclusion – 

address how far: 

 

 

Question: How far was US defeat in the Vietnam War due to their own weaknesses? 

Opening – 

address how far: 

 

First point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on first 

point: 

 

 

Second point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on second 

point: 

 

 

Conclusion – 

address how far: 

 

 

Question: How far did the Vietnam War damage the reputation of the USA abroad? 

 

Opening – 

address how far: 

 

First point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on first 

point: 

 

 

Second point and 

detail: 

 

 

Address how far 

based on second 

point: 

 

 

Conclusion – 

address how far: 

 

 



Topic 6: Cold War rivalry - Potential Question 3’s – 9 marks 

Question: The Cold War developed due to a number of reasons including: 

 Yalta Conference 

 Long Telegram 

 Truman Doctrine 

Arrange these developments in order of their significance in the development of the 

Cold War. 

First choice:  

Detail for 

first choice: 

 

 

Why first 

choice is most 

significant: 

 

 

Second choice:  

Detail for 

first choice: 

 

 

Why first 

choice is most 

significant: 

 

Third choice:  

Detail for 

third choice: 

 

Why third 

choice is most 

significant: 

 

 

Question: Relations between the USA and USSR worsened due to: 

 Berlin Blockade 1948-49 

 Berlin Wall 1961 

 Cuban Missile Crisis 1962 

Arrange these developments in order of their significance in worsening relations 

between the USA and USSR. 

First choice:  

Detail for 

first choice: 

 

 

Why first 

choice is most 

significant: 

 

 

Second choice:  

Detail for 

first choice: 

 

 

Why first 

choice is most 

significant: 

 

Third choice:  

Detail for 

third choice: 

 

Why third 

choice is most 

significant: 

 



Question: The US lost the Vietnam War due to: 

 The strengths of the Communists 

 Opposition from home 

 Failure of tactics 

Arrange these developments in order of their responsibility of causing the USA to 

lose the Vietnam War. 

First choice:  

Detail for 

first choice: 

 

 

Why first 

choice is most 

significant: 

 

 

Second choice:  

Detail for 

first choice: 

 

 

Why first 

choice is most 

significant: 

 

Third choice:  

Detail for 

third choice: 

 

Why third 

choice is most 

significant: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Topic 6: Cold War rivalry - Potential Question 4’s – 8 marks 

Question: Explain why the Berlin Blockade 1948-1949 was important in the development of 

the Cold War. 

Opening – give 

two reasons: 

 

First reason 

why: 

 

Explanation of 

first reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

Second reason 

why: 

 

 

Explanation of 

second reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion – 

summarise and 

link back to the 

question 

 

 

Question: Explain why the Cuban Missile Crisis 1962 was important in the history of the 

Cold War. 

Opening – give 

two reasons: 

 

First reason 

why: 

 

Explanation of 

first reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

Second reason 

why: 

 

 

Explanation of 

second reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion – 

summarise and 

link back to the 

question 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Question: Explain why the USA became more involved in Vietnam in the years 1954-1964. 

Opening – give 

two reasons: 

 

First reason 

why: 

 

Explanation of 

first reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

Second reason 

why: 

 

 

Explanation of 

second reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion – 

summarise and 

link back to the 

question 

 

 

 

Question: Explain why the US were defeated in the Vietnam War. 

Opening – give 

two reasons: 

 

First reason 

why: 

 

Explanation of 

first reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

Second reason 

why: 

 

 

Explanation of 

second reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion – 

summarise and 

link back to the 

question 

 

 

 

 



Topic 6: Cold War rivalry - Potential Question 5’s – 12 marks 

 

Question: How important was the Yalta Conference in the development of the Cold War? 

Discuss the given 

factor, its 

significance and 

two others: 

 

First (given) 

reason factor: 

 

Detail for first 

factor: 

 

 

 

 

Reason why first 

factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Second (own) 

factor: 

 

Detail for second 

factor: 

 

 

 

 

Reason why 

second factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Third (own) 

factor: 

 

Detail for third 

factor: 

 

 

 

Reason why third 

factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion – 

compare the 

three factors, 

reach a judgement 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question: How important was the Berlin Wall in the history of the Cold War? 

Discuss the given 

factor, its 

significance and 

two others: 

 

First (given) 

reason factor: 

 

Detail for first 

factor: 

 

 

 

 

Reason why first 

factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Second (own) 

factor: 

 

Detail for second 

factor: 

 

 

 

 

Reason why 

second factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Third (own) 

factor: 

 

Detail for third 

factor: 

 

 

 

Reason why third 

factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion – 

compare the 

three factors, 

reach a judgement 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question: How important was the Tet Offensive a reason for US defeat in the Vietnam 

War? 

Discuss the given 

factor, its 

significance and 

two others: 

 

First (given) 

reason factor: 

 

Detail for first 

factor: 

 

 

 

 

Reason why first 

factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Second (own) 

factor: 

 

Detail for second 

factor: 

 

 

 

 

Reason why 

second factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Third (own) 

factor: 

 

Detail for third 

factor: 

 

 

 

Reason why third 

factor was 

important: 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion – 

compare the 

three factors, 

reach a judgement 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


