Elizabethan
England
1558-1603

Elizabeth I
• When Elizabeth I came to the throne in
1558 she was the fifth Tudor monarch to
reign.
• The Tudor dynasty had been established by
her grandfather Henry VII.
• Henry VII ruled until his death in 1509 when
he was succeeded by his son Henry VIII.
• When Henry VIII died, he was succeeded by
his son Edward VI, followed by his two
daughters Mary I and Elizabeth I.

Henry VIII & his wives
• Henry VII is famous for his 6 wives.
• Wife 1 was Catherine of Aragon – he had one daughter, Mary with her.
• Henry was Catholic and the religion of England was Catholic, under this
religion divorce was not allowed.
• In 1527, whilst still married to Catherine, Henry fell in love with Anne
Boleyn.
• Henry VIII wrote to the Pope (Head of the Catholic Church) to ask for a
divorce from Catherine, the Pope refused.
• When in 1533, Anne fell pregnant, Henry decided to break away from
the Catholic Church and create a new Church of England (Protestant)
with himself as head of it – this way he could grant himself a divorce and
marry Anne.
• Anne gave birth to Elizabeth in September 1533. Henry later had Anne
executed for adultery and treason. Elizabeth was two years old. She was
then declared illegitimate – meaning she had no claim to the throne.
• In 1537 Henry then married Jane Seymour, who gave birth to his son
Edward. However, Jane died a few days after Edward’s birth.
• Henry then went on to marry three more times.
• His first child Mary, was raised a Catholic. However, both Elizabeth and
Edward were raised Protestants.

Edward VI

• Henry VIII died in
1547, so his son
Edward VI took the
throne.
• Edward was only 9
years old so had
advisors help him
rule.
• During his reign
England was made
more Protestant –
this worried
Catholics.

Mary I

• In 1553, Edward VI died so
Mary I came to the throne, who
was Catholic.
• Mary undone the religious
changes made by Edward and
made the Catholic religion the
main faith of the country.
• Mary burned almost 300
Protestants who would not
convert back to the Catholic
faith.
• Mary killed Archbishop Cranmer
and Protestant bishops Latimer
and Ridley – people hated her
for this.
• Mary’s choice of husband, Philip
II of Spain, also a Catholic,
made her even more unpopular.
• She then introduced the Marian
Persecution – which forced
people to keep the Catholic
faith or face severe penalties.

Elizabeth’s position under Mary
• As a Protestant, this was a difficult time for Elizabeth.
• There were bad harvests, poverty, hunger and disease
during Mary’s reign. England and Spain went to war against
France during her reign, and lost. This led to low morale.
• Then, in 1554 there was a Protestant rebellion led by Sir
Thomas Wyatt. Mary suspected Elizabeth of being involved
in the rebellion and plot to overthrow her. Mary had
Elizabeth arrested and imprisoned in the Tower of London.
Elizabeth was charged with treason, the punishment for
which was death.
• However, a lack of evidence meant Elizabeth was released.
From here she was moved to Woodstock House and then
Hatfield House – where she was closely watched.
• On 17th November 1558, Elizabeth was given the news that
Mary had died and she was now queen of England and
Wales.

Coronation of Elizabeth I
• Elizabeth’s coronation was deliberately designed to be a
splendid and colourful event to show off the power of the new
monarch, with ceremonies lasting several days.
• On 12th January 1559 Elizabeth travelled from Whitehall to
the Tower in a ceremonial barge along the Thames.
• Two days later she undertook a triumphal coronation
procession through the streets of central London. At intervals
in the coronation procession pageants were performed and
musical instruments played.
• The coronation itself took place in Westminster Abbey on
Sunday 15th January.
• Elizabeth was crowned and anointed. She exited the Abbey to
the sound of loud instruments and cheers from the crowd.
• Dressed in her full state regalia which included the sceptre
and orb, she walked the short distance to Westminster Hall
for a state banquet.

Elizabeth’s character
• Elizabeth was well educated – she could speak
5 languages; Greek, Latin, French, Italian and
English.
• She was well read and loved dancing, riding,
music, archery and needlework.
• She had a quick temper and she was unwilling
to spend money.
• She also studied theology and liked the Bible
in English (unlike Catholics who liked it in
Latin).
• She did not want the religious divide that
dominated the reign of Mary I and Edward VI.

Elizabeth’s appearance
• Elizabeth realised her image
was important and spent a lot
of money in making herself
appear majestic and powerful.
• She took great pride in her
clothes, which adorned in fine
jewels and ornaments.
• She realised the importance
of projecting a particular
image – which she did
throughout her long reign.

Elizabeth’s royal portraits
• One way Elizabeth could project
her image of royal authority was
through portraits.
• Elizabeth had many official
portraits painted during her
reign but as she got older the
images became less and less
accurate in showing what she
looked like.
• In 1562, Elizabeth caught
smallpox which left her face
badly scarred so she painted
her face with white powder.
• By the 1590s she was wearing a
wig due to her thinning hair and
her teeth were black but these
details were never revealed in
her portraits.

Elizabeth’s royal portraits

• Portraits were propaganda.
• They created an image of a
monarch who was ageless, strong
and powerful; a wise and successful
ruler.
• To show their loyalty, many nobles
(rich) would display portraits of the
queen in their houses.

The Rainbow Portrait
Pearls=
PURITY
“There can be
no rainbow
without the
sun.” (The sun=
Elizabeth)

Rainbow=
PEACE.

Eyes & Ears= SPIES

Wings=
ANGEL

The snake=
WISDOM

Elizabeth’s royal progresses
• To remain popular in the eyes of the people Elizabeth also
used to take regular royal progresses, touring the countryside,
staying in the houses of her nobles and receiving free
accommodation, food, drink and entertainment.
• These progresses would last for about 10 weeks each year and
take place during the summer months.
• It was a propaganda exercise – to ensure Elizabeth was seen
by her people.
• For the hosts it was very expensive as they had to pay for
everything for the whole visiting royal court and were
expected to present the queen with expensive gifts.
• Progresses were one method by which Elizabeth was seen by
her people and it also served to keep an eye on powerful
nobles.

Elizabeth’s Royal Court
• The Royal Court was the centre of all political power during
the Elizabethan period.
• The main residence of the queen was Whitehall Palace in
London where she had her ladies-in-waiting and servants
living with her, together with her chief advisers and
government officials.
• All of these people made up the Royal Court and they travelled
with the queen when she went on her progresses.
• Having her courtiers close by enabled Elizabeth to consult,
seek advice and challenge her councillors, as well as keeping an
eye on their activities and check upon their rivalries.
• Among her chief courtiers were William Cecil, Sir Christopher
Hatton, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Francis Walsingham and
Robert Dudley – many of these also served the queen as Privy
Councillors.

Use of patronage
• The queen exercised her power and maintained the
loyalty of her ministers and officials through patronage.
• Ambitious nobles would try to get access to the queen’s
court in the hope of being noticed by Elizabeth and
possibly being granted an important position in central or
local government.
• Elizabeth quickly realised the importance of using the
system of royal patronage to her advantage.
• Knowing that the queen had the power to make or break
them kept her nobles loyal and supportive.
• For the ambitious courtiers everything depended upon
keeping the continued support of the queen.

Factions in the Royal Court
• By operating such a system of patronage, Elizabeth naturally generated
rivalry between her courtiers and this resulted in the development of court
factions.
• Until the 1590s, when her advancing years and the loss of many of her older
ministers began to have an impact, Elizabeth was generally successful in
playing off one faction against the other, using her ultimate power of
dismissal to control and check her courtiers and Privy Councillors.
• One of the chief rivalries in the earlier part of Elizabeth’s reign was
between her two most important advisers, William Cecil and Robert Dudley.
• Cecil was hard working and cautious in decision making, particularly when it
came to managing government expenditure. This meant he was reluctant to
let the country get involved in expensive wars in Europe.
• This was in contrast to the bolder approach of Dudley, who favoured
intervention in the wars in Europe.
• Cecil and Dudley also clashed over their religious views as Cecil was a
moderate Protestant, whereas Dudley was a Puritan.
• Other courtiers were dragged into such rivalries and were sometimes forced
to support one faction against another.

Elizabeth’s Privy Council &
councillors
• One of the most important means by which the country was governed during Elizabeth’s
reign was through the Privy Council.
• This was a body of advisers and ministers, appointed by the queen, to help her rule.
• Privy Councillors were chosen from members of the noble and gentry classes, and
occasionally archbishops.
• Within the first few months of becoming queen, Elizabeth had appointed 19 men to her
Privy Council and, to help provide some continuity, over one-half of Elizabeth’s Privy
Council had been members of her sister Mary I’s Privy Council.
• The Council met regularly, generally two or three times a week during the early part of
Elizabeth’s reign, but they met more frequently later in her reign and during occasions
when it was necessary to deal with a specific issue.
• One such occasion occurred in 1562 when the queen’s life was threatened by catching
smallpox and the Council had to discuss possible succession issues.
• Another crisis followed Mary Queen of Scot's flight from Scotland to England in 1568,
raising concerns over a possible Catholic plot to replace Elizabeth with her Catholic
cousin.
• Elizabeth seldom attended Council meetings and she was not compelled to accept the
advice that the Council offered her, although she seldom disregarded it completely.
• The council had a number of main functions and its duties were carried out by individual
Privy Councillors.

The Privy Council:

Important Privy Councillors during Elizabeth’s reign:
Sir William Cecil 1520-98, made Lord Burghley 1571
A moderate Protestant, Cecil had been a Privy Councillor
during the reign of Edward VI and during Mary’s reign he
was appointed by Princess Elizabeth to look after her
affairs. Upon becoming queen in 1558 Elizabeth appointed
Cecil her secretary of state. As her principal adviser, it
was Cecil who managed the meetings of parliament and he
served as the link between the monarch and parliament.
In 1572 he was appointed lord treasurer and was placed
in charge of government finances. He served Elizabeth as
a loyal adviser and office holder until his death in 1598.

Sir Francis Walsingham, 1532-90, knighted 1577
A devout Puritan, Walsingham was well-educated, having
attended the universities of Padua (in Italy) and
Cambridge. In 1568 he began working for the government
and in 1570, because of his command of European
languages, he was appointed ambassador to Paris. In 1573
he was made secretary of state with special
responsibility for foreign affairs. He was placed in
charge of Elizabeth’s secret service and organised a
network of government spies all over Europe. In 1586 he
uncovered a plot to murder Elizabeth that involved her
cousin, Mary Queen of Scots.

Robert Dudley, 1537-88, made Earl of Leicester 1564
A Puritan, Dudley had been a close childhood friend of
Elizabeth’s. During Mary’s reign he had fought against
the French and in 1588 entered the new queen’s Royal
Court; he was appointed to the Privy Council in 1562. His
close friendship with Elizabeth gave rise to rumours of
an affair between them. In 1564 Elizabeth appointed him
Earl of Leicester and in 1585 he was made commander of
the army and sent to the Netherlands. Failing to get
along with his generals he returned to England, where he
soon died in 1588. He did not get on with Cecil and was
his rival as adviser to the queen.

Robert Devereux, 2nd Earl of Essex, 1567-1601
A Puritan, Essex first entered the royal court in 1584
and was appointed as a Privy Councillor in 1593. He gained
military knowledge fighting in France, Spain and the
Netherlands. Elizabeth later put him in command of
attacks on Spain and Ireland. He often quarrelled with
Elizabeth and in 1601 was executed for treason due to
his involvement in a plot to dismiss some of the queen’s
councillors.

Sir Christopher Hatton, 1540-91
A moderate Protestant, Hatton was appointed vicechamberlain of the household and a member of the Privy
Council in 1557. He entered Elizabeth’s court in 1561 and
became responsible for organising the queen’s
progresses. In 1587 he was given the post of lord
chancellor, a position he held until his death in 1591.

Robert Cecil, 1553-1612
A Protestant, Robert was the younger son of William
Cecil, Lord Burghley. With the help of his father’s
influence, he took over Walsingham’s duties after his
death in 1590. He was appointed to the Privy Council in
1591. He became responsible for supervising the
arrangements for the succession of James VI of
Scotland as king following the death of Elizabeth in 1603.

Elizabeth’s local government
• During the sixteenth century, travel and communications were
slow.
• It could take many days for messages from London to reach
distant parts of the realm.
• The queen did not travel too far from London and she
therefore had to rely upon a trusted body of officials to
ensure that her rule was respected and that law and order was
maintained.
• Without such officials Elizabeth would not have been able to
rule the country effectively.
• So to keep order, Elizabeth had the following groups of people
in place:
•
•
•
•

The lord lieutenant
The sheriff
Justices of the peace
Lesser officers – parish constable, night watchmen and overseers of
the poor

The role of parliament
• During Elizabeth’s reign parliament was a
much less powerful body than it is today.
• It met only when the queen called it and it
ceased (ended) to meet when she told it to
close down.
• During Elizabeth’s long reign there were just
10 parliaments which met on 13 occasions,
and for 26 years there were no sessions of
parliament at all.
• So how was Parliament set up?

The set up of parliament
• Parliament was made up of two bodies:

• The House of Lords: a non-elected body of about
100 lords, bishops and judges.
• The House of Commons: contained about 450
members of parliament (MPs) who were elected
by wealthy landowners; its members were mostly
gentlemen, burgesses (merchants) and some
lawyers; there were 2 MPs from each county and
2 from each important town within the county.

Reasons for calling parliament
• Elizabeth called parliament only when she
needed to and this was usually because:

• She was short of money and only parliament had
the power to raise money through taxes and
hand over revenue to the Crown
• She needed to pass Acts of Parliament
• She desired the support and advice of her MPs
and lords on important issues.

• On your sheet, you can see the years, dates
and reasons for parliament being called,
read the sheet and complete the tasks.

Parliament’s role in taxation and finance
• During the Tudor period monarchs were expected to pay
for the running of the country from their own finances.
• This income came from rents from the royal estates and
property, and from customs duties on imports and
exports.
• Tudor monarchs often found themselves short of money
and when this was the case they had to ask parliament to
grant them additional funds from taxes.
• Only parliament had the power to raise money through
taxation.
• The situation was made worse during Elizabeth’s reign
because of high inflation, which caused prices to rise and
the country’s involvement in costly foreign wars, such as
the conflict with Spain.

Parliament’s role in taxation and finance
• When Elizabeth became queen in 1558 she inherited a
government heavily in debt.
• The debt from Queen Mary’s reign stood at the high figure
of £227,000 (over £9 million today) and in an attempt to
balance the books Elizabeth worked with one of her chief
ministers, William Cecil, to begin a programme of economic
savings.

• Court salaries were capped and the spending on the royal
household was cut.
• By imposing a variety of savings the Marian Debt was paid
off, but the Crown was still short of money and parliament
had to be recalled periodically to release funds.

Parliament’s role in taxation and finance
• The burden of local taxation increased sharply during
Elizabeth’s reign.
• The sheriff was responsible for collecting the taxes locally
and this money was used to fund poor relief, which became
an increasing problem during the late sixteenth century.
• Money was also needed to pay for the maintenance of roads
and bridges, the upkeep of all fortifications and the local
militia.

Parliament’s freedom of speech
• The queen appointed the Speaker of the House of Commons and
decided what topics were to be debated.
• While MPs had in theory freedom of speech to allow them to
discuss what they wanted, Elizabeth made it clear that certain
topics such as foreign policy and religion were issues to be
discussed by the Privy Council and not parliament.
• When in 1571 MPs asked the queen to consider marriage she told
them that they had no right to discuss issues that were personal
to her.
• She was furious when, in 1587, when parliament discussed
changes to the Church of England. She demanded MPs stop
discussing the issue and ordered the arrests of five MPs.
• In some instances Elizabeth was prepared to limit freedom of
speech within parliament.

Society
• In Elizabethan England there was a clear ‘social
structure’ or hierarchy, this meant that some people
were considered more important than others and
everyone should know their place, even within families.

Social hierarchy:
Nobility

Lesser royalty and
other important
people.

Gentry
Yeoman
Tenant farmers
Landless and labouring poor
Vagrants, homeless

Own a small amount
of land.

Rented land.

Hierarchy in towns:
Often owned a lot of
property

Merchants

Professionals
Business owners
Skilled craftsmen

Unskilled workers and the
unemployed

Such as lawyers and
doctors.
Usually highly skilled
craftsmen. Employed
others
People who had
learned a skill or
trade.

The way people lived
• If you were poor it probably didn’t matter how hard you worked there
was little chance of dramatically improving your standard of living and
wealth in Elizabethan England.

• If you were born into a poor family yet worked hard you would probably
consider yourself lucky if you had a roof over your head and food on the
table.
• If you were born into a rich family you could loose your position, power
and wealth if you upset the monarch, however, there were also lots of
opportunities for you to make money. For example;
 Many bought land following the dissolution of the monasteries.
 Some made money by turning to new farming techniques, including the
more profitable sheep farming.
 Some mined for minerals, such as coal, lead and iron ore, on their land.
 Some simply married into money, which would hopefully include a large
dowry including land.

The lifestyle of the nobility
• Lords would want to ensure their homes were the best they
could be, especially because of Elizabeth’s annual
progresses.
• Their homes would be filled with beautiful and expensive
furniture, paintings and tapestries etc.
• Some homes had been medieval structures, built as a
defence and probably changed little. For example they
would still have narrow windows, little light and no glass.
• New houses on-the-other-hand had larger windows with
leaded glass, large fireplaces and lower ceilings which were
finely plastered.
• Some were made of stone whilst others were made of
wattle and daub.

The lifestyle of the nobility
• One new feature that started to appear in
Elizabethan homes was a long gallery which ran
the whole length of the house on the upper
floor.
• This area would have been lined with family
portraits and small tables and chairs.
• It would have provided views to the gardens
and somewhere where the family could;
exercise in bad weather, dance, listen to music
and the children could play games.

Education of the nobility
• The sons of wealthy nobles and lords were
tutored at home.
• They learnt the classics as well as French,
Latin and Greek.
• Learning social etiquette (table manners etc.)
was considered important.
• They also learnt hunting, hawking and dancing.
• Daughters would be taught different things,
they would learn how to be a governor and how
to run a large house and its staff.

The household
• The wife of a nobleman was
expected to supervise the
day-to-day running of the
household.
• This included the production
of everyday items such as:
• bread, ale, the salting of
the meats and fish.
• The making of jams and
preserves,
• The making of soap, candles,
medicines and ointments.

Source F: A scene from Sir Henry Unton’s
memorial picture, painted in 1596, which shows
life in an Elizabethan household.

Lifestyle of the gentry
• The gentry were not as wealthy as the nobility but did try and
copy their homes, fashion and education.
• They owned more land than they could farm which meant that
they were able to rent out large parts of their land to ‘tenant
farmers’. This gave them a regular, additional income.

• Like the nobility their homes were often re-fashioned medieval,
often fortified houses.
• Ceilings were added where there would otherwise be a high
ceiling and this meant another floor was added for bedrooms and
storerooms.
• New staircases would also have to be added because of this.
• A former ‘great hall’ would be converted into a dining-room and
living room for the master of the house and his family.

Lifestyle of the gentry
• New houses were built of stone, brick, or half timbered.
• They had at least eight rooms plus additional servants quarters.
• They were more likely to hang tapestries rather than portraits in
their homes.

Fashion of the gentry

• The gentry followed the same fashion as the
nobility.
• The main difference was that their clothes
lacked the same rich fabrics, fine threads of
gold and silver, or jewellery of the nobility.
• Fashion demonstrated personal power, status
and social standing.

Education of the gentry
• The son of gentry often attended grammar school
(they were named this because they often
concentrated on teaching Greek and Latin).
• The number of grammar schools increased during
Elizabeth’s reign, by the end of the century there
were around 360 schools.
• The aim of education was to produce the ‘perfect’
gentleman.
• Schools were very strict and flogging, as a punishment,
was common.

Education and leisure of the gentry
• A typical school day would be from 6am or 7am until
5pm.
• At the age of fifteen or sixteen boys would go to;
University, either at Oxford or Cambridge,
OR to the Inns of Court in London to study law.
• Jobs they were likely to go on to do would include;
lawyers, clerics or enter royal employment.
• Gentlemen were also expected to be educated in social
etiquette, have good table manners and take part in
activities such as hunting, fencing, music and dancing.

Lifestyle of the lower classes
• The lower classes lived in smaller
homes, usually with only one room,
which could be shared with animals.
• It had an earth floor, walls made of a
timber frame with wattle and mud
infill, and a thatched roof.

• There were few pieces of furniture,
normally a bed, table and some stools.
• If they did have a little money, usually
craftsmen or small farmers, they may
build a new house with glazed windows,
separate bedrooms, brick chimneys,
and parlour and kitchen.

The working day of the lower
classes
• Tenant farmers would work long days, from 5am until
5pm.
• They would stop for a break and some bread, cheese
and ale during the day, but the main meal would be
about 6pm.
• Lower classes could not afford meat so ate little or
none, instead they would eat vegetable stew.
• Life expectancy was low, only a few infants survived
beyond the age of five. Many died of smallpox, typhus
and influenza.

Fashion of the lower classes
• The tenant farmer or labourer
would normally possess a pair of
leather shoes, knitted woolen
stockings, leather breeches a
doublet and jerkin (jacket and
waistcoat) made of fustian (course
twilled cloth or corduroy) or
canvas, and a felt hat or cap.
• Women wore a petticoat, mantle,
doublet, kerchief, ruffs, a net or
cap on the head, and leather
shoes.
• They had little money so would not
have had many changes of clothes.

Education and leisure of the lower
classes
• There was little or no education for the lower classes.
• There was no free education available to all so most
poor families could not afford to educate their
children.
• A few children may have attended a local parish school
where they would have been taught the basics, such as
how to read and write.
• If a child was lucky enough to have access to
education this would probably have ended well before
they were teenagers.

Education and leisure of the lower
classes
Source C: A contemporary painting depicting a
drinking scene at an inn.

• The lower classes
worked long hours
so had little leisure
time, what they did
have they spent
visiting inns and
taverns.

• They gambled on
cock fighting or
bear baiting, bet on
cards, dice games
or the racing.

Education and leisure of the lower
classes
• Fishing and archery were common.
• People watched ‘strolling players’
performing a new play.

Bear baiting and
cock fighting was
also popular.

Poverty in Elizabethan times

• Poverty was not something new to Elizabethan times, but it was
on the increase.

• During the medieval period the poor relied on charity, which
often came from the church.
• This would often be through help and accommodation within
monasteries or alms-houses.
• The rich were also expected to make donations to help deal with
the problems of poverty.
• The poor were often seen as simply lazy so there was usually
little sympathy regarding their plight.

Categories of the poor
In Tudor England the poor and destitute were placed into one of two
categories:
 ‘Impotent poor’ – those who were genuinely unable to work due to
age, hardship or some other infirmity. It was recognised that these
people were in need of poor relief.
 ‘Able bodied poor’ – those who were considered capable of work but
who were either unable or unwilling to find a job. It was thought this
group of people needed to be encouraged or even forced into work in
order to stop them begging.
• To control and deal with the growing problems of poverty in Elizabethan
England the government passed a series of acts. This system of poor
relief remained pretty much unchanged for the next two hundred years.

So what were the causes of poverty & what was
the impact of these causes?
Prices of goods such as
food were rising quicker
than wages were.
There were changes in
farming, growing crops
was being replaced with
sheep farming and
enclosure was
introduced. This led to
fewer jobs.
There were bad
harvests, especially in
1556, 1596 and 1597.
This led to prices
increasing and people
starving.

There were sharp increases in
rents. Many tenant farmers
could not afford these higher
rents so were evicted.

The main causes
of poverty in the
16th century

The dissolution of the
monasteries made
many people
unemployed, i.e. monks
and servants. It also
took away the charity
relief it provided for
the poor.

There was a rising
population which increased
prices. In 1540 there were
2.7 million people by 1601
this had risen to 4.1 million.
Wars with Spain, France
and Scotland were
expensive so people were
forced to pay higher taxes.
When wars finished there
were a large number of
unemployed soldiers.

Less English cloth
was sent abroad
so the cloth
industry collapsed.
This put weavers
and spinners out
of work.

Bad harvests and
changes to farming
led many unemployed
farmers to leave the
countryside and look
for work in towns.

The government could have helped prevent poverty.

Poverty was not anyone’s fault.
Poverty was due to the poor being lazy.
Prices of goods such as food
were rising quicker than wages
were.

There were sharp increases in
rents. Many tenant farmers
could not afford these higher
rents so were evicted.

There was a rising population
which increased prices. In
1540 there were 2.7 million
people by 1601 this had risen
to 4.1 million.

There were bad harvests,
especially in 1556, 1596 and
1597. This led to prices
increasing and people starving.

Bad harvests and changes to
farming led many unemployed
farmers to leave the
countryside and look for work
in towns.

Less English cloth was sent
abroad so the cloth industry
collapsed. This put weavers
and spinners out of work.

There were changes in
farming, growing crops was
being replaced with sheep
farming and enclosure was
introduced. This led to fewer
jobs.

The dissolution of the
monasteries made many people
unemployed, i.e. monks and
servants. It also took away
the charity relief it provided
for the poor.

Wars with Spain, France and
Scotland were expensive so
people were forced to pay
higher taxes. When wars
finished there were a large
number of unemployed
soldiers.

Other problems caused by
unemployment
• Homeless beggars wandered the country in ‘bands’ causing problems
for the authorities.
• They were known as ‘sturdy beggars’, vagabonds or rogues (these
survived through a life of crime).

• These people were seen as a threat, feared and blamed for rising
crimes; such as theft and burglary.
• Many were ex-soldiers so it was feared their action would lead to
rebellion.

• Because they wandered they also helped to spread disease such as
the plague.

In 1556 Thomas Harman published a book called A Caveat or Warning for Common

Cursitors, vulgarly called vagabonds.

Harman identified 23 different categories of vagabonds. Here are some of them…
Counterfeit crank – dressed in tatty clothes and
pretended to suffer from ‘falling sickness’ (epilepsy), they
would suck soap to look as though they were foaming at
the mouth.
Clapper dudgeon – tied arsenic on their skin to make it
bleed, hoping to attract sympathy while begging.
Hooker or angler – carry a long wooden stick to knock on
the doors of houses seeking charity. At night they
returned to the houses and used the stick to reach into
people’s houses and steal things.
Abraham man – pretended to be mad, hoping that their
threatening behaviour would get them charitable
donations through pity.
Doxy – a devious female beggar who carried a large bag
on her back. It would look like she had knitting in her bag
and as she walked around she continues to knit. However,
what she was really doing was filling the bag with anything
she could steal. One trick she did was feeding chickens
bread tied to a hook, then she could carry the chicken
off.
Dummers – pretended to be dumb in order to beg for
charity.
Ruffler – ex-soldiers who survived by robbing, threatening
or begging.

Local responses to vagrancy
• Some areas attempted to introduce their own solutions to the
problems of poverty.
• London obtained St. Bartholomew’s Hospital and St. Thomas’
Hospital, after the Dissolution of the Monasteries. It used these
hospitals for the sick.

• London also used Christ’s Hospital as an orphanage.
• Norwich, Ipswich, Cambridge and Exeter experimented with the
introduction of taxes on wealthy locals as a way to reduce the
number of the poor.
• However, what was needed was direction from central government –
this came from the introduction of the Poor Law Acts.

Year

Act

Key detail of Act

Impact on vagrancy

1563

Statute of
Artificers

Compulsory for boys to serve a seven-year
apprenticeship in a craft or trade.
Maximum wage limit set.

Attempted to create employment and reduce
vagrancy.
Tied men down to one area.

Severe penalties to be used against vagrants.
JP’s to keep a register of the poor of their parish.
Local people must pay a poor rate and provide
shelter for the elderly and sick.
Overseers of the Poor were appointed to help JP’s
carry out this work.

Punishments were harsh to deter vagrancy –
whipping, boring through the ear with hot iron,
death penalty for third offence.
Government accepted that some people were in
need of support.
The Act did nothing to remove the causes of
poverty.

Act for the
Relief of
the Poor

JP’s were to build two Houses of Correction in
each county.
JP’s were to keep materials in every town to
provide work for those unable to find a job.
Those who refused were to be sent to the House
of Correction.

Help given to provide work for able-bodied
vagrants.
Vagrants were to be punished for not finding
work.
The Act did nothing to remove the causes of
poverty.

Act for the
Relief of
the Poor

Four Overseers were appointed to each parish to
collect and supervise the administration of poor
relief.
Work was found for able bodied men and women.
Poor children were to learn a craft or trade.
Introduction of a compulsory poor rate to be paid
by all inhabitants.

The Act did help those in need of support.
It did attempt to provide jobs.
The Act was to remain in force until 1834.

1598

Act for the
Punishment
of Rogues

JP’s to establish Houses of Correction for rogues
and vagabonds.
Begging was strictly forbidden and anyone found
begging was to be whipped and returned to their
place of birth; if this was not known they were to
enter a House of Correction.

The Act helped to contain poverty and vagrancy.
It reduced the risk of social unrest.

1601

Act for the
Relief of
the Poor

The 1598 Poor Law, which had been temporary, was
now made permanent.
This became known as the Elizabethan Poor Law.

A realisation that government had responsibility
towards helping the poor.
Set up a legal framework to tackle poverty.

1572

1576

1598

Vagabonds
Act

The importance of entertainment

• During Elizabethan times most people had little spare time for
entertainment as they worked such long hours.
• The only time they really had was Sundays, which was a day of
worship, and special days such as May Day, harvest, new year and
Shrove Tuesday.
• Life was hard, people died at an early age and there were
frequent outbreaks of disease such as the plague.
• This meant when the opportunity arose for them to enjoy
themselves they took full advantage of it.

COCKFIGHTING
Most towns had a
cockfighting pit.
Usually a single pair
of birds fought but
sometimes there
were as many as
twenty gamecocks in
the pit at any one
time.

Cocks were allowed
to fight until there
was only one bird
left and spectators
bet on which bird
they thought this
would be.

BEAR & BULL
BAITING
People would place bets
on which dog would
survive the longest
before being killed by
the bear.
Sometimes the bear
would be blindfolded
and attacked by men
with whips instead.
Because bears were
harder to find bulls
were often used
instead.
One of the most popular
bear baiting arenas,
‘Bear Garden’, was in
London, it could
accommodate up to a
thousand people. It was
a round building with a
thatched roof and
seating.
This design was copied
by builders of the first
theatres.

Forms of entertainment enjoyed by the rich:
Details:
Hunting:

This was a popular pastime for the rich, they hunted on foot or
horseback for animals such as stags, deer and sometimes hares.
Deer hunting provided them with venison for their tables. They had
their own deer parks. They often arranged great hunt picnics.

Hawking:

Specially trained birds of prey flew off the handlers arm when their
blindfold was removed, kill selected prey and then return.
Bells were attached to the bird’s leg so the handler could keep track of
it. The upper classes were the only persons allowed to breed and use
peregrines. Lower classes could use kestrels and sparrow hawks.

Archery:

Archery remained a popular activity throughout the Tudor period and
men over the age of 24 were expected to practice archery on a Sunday
after church. They would use either the long bow or the crossbow.

Dancing:

The lower classes enjoyed country dancing. The upper classes
employed musicians to play popular foreign dance tunes such as the
slow paven, the galliard and the gavotte. The queen liked dancing the
volta, but it involved the lady leaping in the air so was actually
considered too wild and disgusting.

Music &
singing:

Many people could play an instrument, the main ones being; recorder,
the viol, the lute and the virginals. Some of the music of English
composers, such as Tallis, Byrd and Morley, was famous across Europe.

Ball
games:

Tennis was popular for the rich, played on an open or closed court. The
two players could have used either a racket or their hand.
Bowls was played by all classes. Skittles and kayles (an early form of
bowls) were also played quite widely.

Undertaken by males or males
& females?

Football in Elizabethan England
• More popular amongst the lower classes, it was the
roughest ball game.
• It was very different to the modern game of
football.
• There was:

• no pitch or goals,
• no limits to the number of players on each team,
• few rules – which led to injuries, sometimes deaths and often
fights,
• he finishing points could be up to a mile apart,
• the winner was the team who managed to drive the ball across
the opposite finishing line – by whatever means.

• People of the time were often keen to point out and
focus on the violence associated with the game.

Key features of the design of the first
London playhouses
OUTSIDE
• Round or octagonal.
• The outside had plain,
lime washed walls.

• Most had no roof but if
they did they were more
likely just to be over the
stage, then a thatched
roof would be supported
by two thick oak pillars
painted to look like
marble.

INSIDE
• The inside was very colourful.
• An open space in the centre had a
raised stage.
• Actors appeared through doors in the
back wall or through a trap-door.
• There was no scenery so the players
had to tell the audience where they
were and what time of day it was.
• No lighting or clocks meant there were
afternoon performances only and a flag
was raised, or cannon sounded, to
inform people that the performance
was about to start.

Roof over
audience.
More
expensive
tickets.

Top represents
heaven.
Painted with
stars, sun moon
etc. Had a trap
door where
gods/
goddesses
could hang
above actors.

No roof in the middle.
Cheaper tickets.

Source L: Drawing of
the Swan Theatre in
London, painted by the
Dutch artist, Johannes
de Witt in 1596

Middle
represents
earthly
region.
Was where
actors
performed.

Bottom represent hell.
Actors playing demons came up through trap-doors.

Actors

• Women were not allowed to act.
• This meant women’s parts were played by men, often young
men whose voice had not yet broken.

• Actors were expected to be able to;
 Sing,
 Dance,

 Play a musical instrument.

Who were the popular actors of Elizabethan England?

Playwrights

• More people wanting to go to the theatre, and new theatres
being built, meant there was a need for more plays to be
written.
• Elizabethan England became known as the ‘Golden Age’ of
English drama.
• Some plays from this time are still performed today.

Support for the theatre

• During Elizabeth’s reign the theatre quickly developed into a
popular form of cheap entertainment.
• Elizabeth I enjoyed the plays of Marlowe and Shakespeare.

• Nobles saw the theatre as a way of socialising, dressing up
and getting noticed.
• The authorities also used the theatre as a form of
propaganda, Alarum for London showed Catholic Spanish
soldiers killing innocent Protestants in Antwerp. This got
people to support anti-Spanish feelings.
• Shakespeare’s plays encouraged people to be obedient and
loyal to the monarch so that law and order was maintained.

Criticisms of the theatre
Opposition from the authorities.

Opposition from religious groups

• The population grew rapidly during
the Tudor period in London, from
50,000 in 1500 to over 200,000
in 1603. Authorities became
increasingly concerned about
maintaining law and order.

• Some of the strongest opposition
to theatres came from religious
groups, chief of which were the
Puritans.

• Authorities didn’t like the large
crowds that theatres attracted.
• There was the fear of
disturbances as well as more
beggars and pick pockets.
• The authorities made sure
theatres were built outside of the
city centre.

• Puritans considered theatres to be
the work of the devil, encouraging
people to be sinful.

• They believed plays lacked
decency and morals and contained
rude gestures and antics.
• They wanted plays banned.

The Reformation
• Before 1517 Catholicism dominated Western Europe.
• Religion and the church was a large part of peoples
lives and was used, for example, to;

• Protect their mortal soul,
• To mark events such as the start of the agricultural year on
Plough Sunday,
• To give thanks, for example for a good harvest,
• To explain those things people did not understand (there was
no scientific knowledge or understanding),
• To make sure people did the right thing and had high moral
standards.

The English Reformation
• The Catholic Church started coming under criticism for being
corrupt and greedy. It was accused of losing focus on a truly
Christian life.
• When Henry VIII was unable to get permission from the Pope to
divorce his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, he used this as an
excuse to change the religion of England.
• Although Henry VIII was never really a true Protestant, in 1532,
he made himself head of the Protestant, Church of England. He
could now;
• Grant himself a divorce,
• Marry Ann Boleyn,
• Gain the wealth, property and land previous owned by the
Catholic Church in England.

The English Reformation
• Henry’s decision to move away from the Catholicism created
problems that continued long after his death both at home and
abroad.
• To the pope and many foreign Catholics they believed Elizabeth
had no right to be queen.
• They considered her to be the illegitimate daughter of Henry
VIII, whose divorce of Katherine of Aragon had not been
recognised by the pope, thereby making the marriage to Anne
Boleyn (Elizabeth’s mother) illegal.
• Support for this view also came from the Catholic king of France,
Francis II, who proclaimed that Mary Stuart, Queen of Scotland,
was the rightful ruler of England, not Elizabeth. Many Catholic
extremists living in England and Wales wanted to get rid of
Elizabeth and replace her with a Catholic monarch.

The differences
• The reformation split religion, in both England and across Europe,
and led to division, persecution and even civil and religious wars.
• The Catholic Church believed that ordinary people should just
accept what they were told was God’s will.
• Bibles were in Latin, which most people could not read.

• However, the Protestant faith said that Bibles should be
translated into their own language.
• As more people started to read and study the Bible this led to
more extreme forms of the Protestant faith.

What were the differences between the main religions?

When Elizabeth came to the throne she
had to deal with many religious problems:

How serious were the threats to Elizabeth?
Country Religious beliefs of their rulers.

France

France was a Catholic. In 1559 a new king, Francis II and his
seventeen-year-old wife, Mary Stuart of Scotland (Elizabeth’s
cousin), succeeded as the new Catholic rulers of France. Many
Catholics considered Mary to be the rightful queen of England
and some thought Francis might push Mary’s claim for the
English throne.

Spain

King Philip II of Spain, also a Catholic, had been the husband of
Elizabeth’s sister, Mary Tudor. He did not want to see France
and Scotland have any influence over the English Crown. To
keep some control over England Philip had tried to marry
Elizabeth after Mary’s death, but she said ‘no’.

Scotland

Scotland was ruled over by a French regent, the Catholic widow
of James V, Mary of Guise. Mary of Guise was mother of Mary
Stuart (Mary queen of Scots). Mary of Guise was a strong
Catholic but many of the Scottish nobles were firm
Protestants and did not want to see any growth in Catholic
power.

The
pope

The most important concern for Elizabeth was the attitude of
the Pope. If he chose to excommunicate Elizabeth this would
free her subjects from the bond to obey her.
Excommunication could also lead to other Catholic powers
launching a religious crusade or attack against England.

Possible threat to
Elizabeth:

Elizabeth’s choices:

Elizabeth’s England should be Catholic
Elizabeth’s England should be Protestant
Elizabeth should find a compromise
During Elizabeth’s reign the
majority of MPs in the House of
Commons were Protestant.
However, many of the members of
the House of Lords were Catholic.

When Mary Tudor reigned some
Protestants fled abroad to avoid
persecution (Marian exiles). Now
Elizabeth was queen they wanted to
return to England and expected to
obtain key posts in government and
in the Protestant church.

The majority of ordinary people
were conservative in their religious
beliefs. They preferred the
Catholic Church’s ceremonies and
celebrations.

Elizabeth had been influenced by
Protestant’s as she was growing up.
Her mother, Anne Boleyn, had
placed Elizabeth’s religious
education in the hands of her
chaplain, Matthew Parker. Elizabeth
and her brother, Edward, had been
taught by a Protestant tutor, Roger
Ascham. Elizabeth had been close
to her father’s last wife, Catherine
Parr, who was a Protestant.

Elizabeth’s life had been in danger
during her sister Mary’s reign
because of her Protestant
upbringing. Elizabeth had refused
to become a Roman Catholic and her
name had been associated with
anti-Catholic plots. Mary Tudor had
Elizabeth imprisoned in the Tower
of London.

Elizabeth disliked the power the
pope had but did believe in aspects
of the Catholic faith. Elizabeth
thought that priests should wear
vestments, and liked ornaments and
decoration in churches. She kept
crucifixes and candles in her
private chapel. She opposed (was
against) the idea of bishops and
clergymen getting married.

Elizabeth did not wish to see her
subjects punished because of their
religious beliefs. She wanted to
create a church that the majority
could accept. Her personal
preference was for a Protestant
church which had a traditional
structure and Catholic ritual.

Elizabeth wanted to avoid the
mistakes of Edward and Mary’.
They both had a strict and extreme
religious policy. They had offended
and caused resentment in large
sections of the people. Such
division would only serve to weaken
Elizabeth’s position as queen.

Mary insisted that people should
follow the Catholic faith. She had
been so strict that people were
forced to practise their Protestant
faith in secret. Some had been put
to death whilst others had fled
abroad. Elizabeth did not want this
for her England.

Elizabeth’s middle way
Elizabeth wanted to heal religious divisions,
• She wanted a church which;
1. Was tolerant,
2. Belonged to everybody,
3. Reflected both Protestant and Catholic attitudes and practices.
Elizabeth made Protestantism the official religion,
She introduced a new Prayer Book and a Bible in English,
Churches were made simpler,
Priests were allowed to marry,
She refused to allow extreme Protestant ideas,
She kept some aspects of the old Catholic church, such as archbishops,
bishops and cathedrals, allowed churches to use crosses and candles, and
allowed priests to wear vestments,
• Elizabeth did not persecute Catholics but did fine them for not attending
church.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity
• Parliament met in February 1559 and Elizabeth put forward plans
to create a new church but there was opposition from some MPs,
especially in the House of Lords.
• Many Puritan MPs wanted to erase all traces of the Catholic
faith.

• It took Elizabeth four months of discussion before she could get
agreement to her new Church of England.
• Two important Acts of Parliament were passed which formed the
Elizabethan Church Settlement and made England Protestant
again.
• The Act of Supremacy established the monarch’s authority over
the Church,
• The Act of Uniformity spelled out the form of service to be
followed.

Key elements of the Act of Supremacy and the Act of Uniformity
Act of Supremacy, 1559

Act of Uniformity, 1559

Elizabeth became head of the Church of
England instead of the pope.
Elizabeth took the title ‘Supreme
Governor of the Church of England’.
All important officials such as judges,
lawyers, JPs, MPs and the clergy, had to
swear an oath of loyalty to Elizabeth (if
they refused they could be imprisoned or
even executed).
Bishops governed the new church The
Marian heresy laws were repealed (Mary I’s
laws against Protestants).
A church High Commission was established
to make sure the changes were
implemented at parish level

The 1552 Protestant Book of Common Prayer was to be
used in all churches.
The Bible and Church services were to be conducted in
English.
There was a compromise over Communion service –
worshippers took the bread and wine, not as the body and
blood of Christ, but to remember that Christ died for
them.
Ornaments and decorations were allowed. Clergy had to
wear vestments and were allowed to marry
All clergy took an oath to use the new Prayer Book.
Everyone had to attend church on a Sunday and other holy
days. Recusants (those who refused to go to church) had
to pay a fine of 1 shilling (12 pence) for every absence.
Monasteries founded by Mary I were to be closed down
and their wealth passed on to the crown

Reactions to the Settlement
• There had been religious tension since the time of Elizabeth’s
father, Henry VIII.

• Elizabeth wanted this tension to stop.
• She hoped her Religious Settlement of 1559 would calm this
tension, that is why she had not made her settlement too strict.
• She wanted people of all religious standpoints to accept her
settlement as a working compromise.
• To begin with, in the early 1560s this was the case.
• However, by the 1570s things became less stable.

• The situation was even worse by the 1580s due to the actions of
some Catholics and extreme Protestants, both of whom disliked
aspects of the Settlement

Reactions to Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement
Reactions at home
• The new Archbishop of Canterbury,
Matthew Parker, was a moderate
Protestant and commanded respect.
• Most of the clergy took an oath of
loyalty in the new church and only
around 250 of the 9,000 priests (less
than 3 per cent) refused to accept
the changes and lost their jobs.
• The fines for recusancy were not
strictly enforced.

• The Council of Trent (a meeting of
leading Catholics) met in 1563 and
produced a series of hard line
decrees against the spread of
Protestant ideas, some even called for
Elizabeth to be excommunicated.

Reactions abroad

• To begin with there wasn’t
much of a foreign reaction to
the religious settlement:

• France was facing a civil war so
had it’s own problems.
• King Philip II of Spain wanted
to stay friendly with England
and hoped Elizabeth’s changes
would not be permanent.
• The pope also hoped that
Elizabeth’s changes could be
overturned with time.
• By the 1570s and 1580s
attitudes had hardened and
both Spain and the papacy
became actively involved in
plots to overthrow Elizabeth
and the Protestant faith.

Conclusion: How successfully did Elizabeth
deal with the problem of religion?

• Elizabeth adopted her ‘middle way’ and to a
large extent the Religious Settlement of 1559
was a success.
• It was a compromise that was acceptable to
the vast majority.
• It was not ideal but did bring an end to active
religious persecution and discrimination.

Elizabeth’s middle way
• Elizabeth chose to proceed with caution regarding her ‘middle
way’ because the majority of people, especially those outside
London were still Catholic and not Protestant.
• Although this worked well to begin with by the late 1560s and
early 1570s, she had abandoned this.
• There was a growing number of Catholics who refused to
follow Elizabeth’s religious settlement so she started to take
a much harsher approach with those who would not do as she
ordered.

So what happened to make Elizabeth change her mind
regarding a tolerant approach?
1568: The arrival of Mary Queen of Scots in England
1569: The Rebellion of the Northern Earls
1570: The issue of a Papal Bull of Excommunication against Elizabeth

1571: The Ridolfi Plot
1574: The first arrival of seminary priests in England from Douai in
Flanders

1580: The arrival of the first Jesuit priests into England
1583: The Throckmorton Plot
1586: The Babington Plot
1588: The Spanish Armada.

Recusancy
• A recusant was an individual who rebelled against Elizabeth’s
Religious Settlement by refusing to attend church services.

• A recusant believed in the Roman Catholic Church which was a
direct challenge to Elizabeth.
• In 1581 Elizabeth increased the fines for recusancy to £20.
• Elizabeth also made it a treasonable offence to attempt to
convert people to the Catholic faith.
• This law was especially aimed at the seminary priests who began
to be smuggled into England and Wales from northern France
after 1574.

Recusancy
• In 1568, William Allen set up a college in Douai in Flanders to
train English Catholics for the priesthood.
• Why do you think he did this?

• The duty of these priests was to return to England and reestablish the Catholic faith, even if this meant they died in the
process (seeking martyrdom).
• There had been several Catholic plots against Elizabeth so people
started to become more suspicious about a possible Catholic
threat.
• 438 seminary priests were sent to England and 98 were
sentenced to death.

Jesuits
• Many seminary priests were Jesuits, members of the Roman
Catholic missionary order known as ‘The Society of Jesus’ which
was founded in 1534.

• These priests were loyal to the pop and were also prepared to die
for their cause and wanted to destroy heresy (Protestantism).
• They began to arrive in England in disguise in 1580, spreading the
message that true Catholics should not accept the Elizabethan
church.
• They claimed that they only came to hold services for Catholic
families in the privacy of their own homes, but the government
didn’t believe them.

• It was believed these priests came to England with the sole
purpose of converting people to the Roman Catholic Church.

Case study: Edmund Campion

• One of the most famous Jesuit
priests and recusants was
Edmund Campion.
• Campion was one of the first
priests to be sent to England.

Edmund Campion, 1540– 81

Edmund Campion (1540– 81)
1540 born the son of a London
bookseller

1557– 64 studied at Oxford
University

1571– 73 trained at Douai College

1580 chosen, along with Robert
Parsons, to return to England on
a religious mission to spread the
Catholic faith. He arrived in
secret and travelled to
Lancashire, an area with a high
proportion of Catholic families.
He then moved south to preach
in the homes of rich Catholic
families in London, constantly
having to dodge the authorities

1572 went to Rome
1573 joined the Jesuits
So what happened to Campion?
1578 ordained as a Jesuit priest

The death of Campion
• In 1581 Campion was
arrested at Lyford
in Berkshire.

• He was sent to the
Tower of London and
tortured.
• Campion was found
guilty of treason and
executed by hanging
on 1 December 1581.

Mary Queen of Scots
• This is not Elizabeth I’s sister.

• This is not the same Mary who
was known as ‘Bloody Mary’
• Mary queen of scots was Henry
VIII’s niece and therefore
Elizabeth I’s cousin.

Mary Queen of Scots versus
Elizabeth I
• As you already know, because
of problems over religion
some people believed
Elizabeth was illegitimate and
had no right to be queen.
• There were those who
thought Mary Queen of Scots
had a stronger claim to the
English throne because…
• …Mary was Catholic and …

• …Elizabeth was Protestant.
• This made Mary a potential
threat to Elizabeth.

Was Mary Queen of Scots a threat
to Elizabeth?
• Mary, Queen of Scots had
been born in 1542 to James V
of Scotland and his French
wife, the devout Catholic,
Mary of Guise.
• Mary’s father died when she
was only a few days old.
• At the age of six Mary had
been sent to live in Catholic
France.
• Mary of Guise ruled as queen
regent until Mary was old
enough to be queen herself.

Was Mary Queen of Scots a threat
to Elizabeth?
• However, Mary of Guise was not
popular with the predominantly
Protestant lords and had fled
from Edinburgh in 1559.
• France prepared to send troops
to defeat the Scottish rebels.
• In the Treaty of Berwick
Elizabeth I was forced into
promising to send troops to
defend Scotland.
• However, Mary of Guise died and
Scotland returned to the rule of
Protestant lords.
• Theses lords remained friends
with Elizabeth.

Was Mary Queen of Scots a threat
to Elizabeth?
• Furthermore, instead of
returning to Scotland when
she was old enough, Mary,
Queen of Scots, married
prince Francis of France, who
went on to become King
Francis II.
• Therefore, Mary, Queen of
Scots, was settled in France
so no real threat to Elizabeth
and everyone was happy.

Mary’s story

Mary returns to
Scotland

• Unfortunately, after
just one year, Francis
died, so Mary had to
make a choice;

• Mary had spent so
long in France that
Scotland was a
foreign country to
her.

• 1. Stay in France and be
an ex-queen,
• 2. Return to her place
of birth, Scotland and
take her place as queen.
• So Mary packed her
bags and travelled to
Scotland.

• She was Catholic yet
Scotland was mainly
Protestants.

Mary’s second
marriage

The Problem with Lord
Darnley

• Mary wanted a
husband to help her
rule Scotland so she
married Lord
Darnley.

• Lord Darnley wasn’t
much help to Mary
or Scotland,
• He turned out to be
a weak and jealous
man, and a bully with
a drink problem.

Darnley’s Jealousy

What happened at Kirk
O’Field?

• When Mary, Queen of Scots
had returned to Scotland,
she brought with her
members of her court.
• Lord Darnley was jealous of
Mary’s close friend and
advisor, Rizzio.
• So Darnley had Rizzio killed,
he was stabbed 56 times!
• Mary never forgave Darnley
for killing her friend.
• When all this happened Mary
was 6 months pregnant with
her son, James.

• On February 9th 1567
Mary left her home at
Kirk O’Field.
• At 2.00am the house
was blown up.
• Although Darnley was in
the house he didn’t die
in the explosion.
• Instead he managed to
escape to the garden
where he had been
strangled.

Mary’s third
marriage
• At the murder
scene is a servant
of Lord Bothwell.
• There were
rumours that
Bothwell had played
some part in
Darnley’s death.
• Bothwell was put on
trial but found ‘not
guilty’.
• Despite these
rumours, only three
months later, Mary
married Bothwell.

Rebellion in Scotland
• Even though there were rumors
that Mary had been forced into
the marriage with Bothwell, and
maybe even raped, Protestant
lords rebelled against her and
she was imprisoned in Loch
Leven castle.
• In July 1567 Mary was forced
to abdicate, leaving the throne
to her son James VI of
Scotland.
• James would be brought up as a
Protestant.
• Mary needed protection and
somewhere safe to go.
• So, in 1568, she flees to England
hoping to find safety and
protection from her cousin,
Elizabeth I.

What should Elizabeth do with Mary, Queen of Scots?
Solution

Possible problems

Send Mary back to
Scotland

The Scots wanted Mary back to put her on trial.
They might execute her and Elizabeth would feel
responsible for handing over a fellow queen and
relative.

Execute Mary

If Elizabeth ordered Mary to be executed then
English Catholics might rebel, and Catholic France
and Spain might attack her.

Keep Mary in England

If Elizabeth kept Mary in prison, English Catholics
or Spain or France might try to free her.

Allow Mary to go to
France

If Elizabeth let her go abroad to France and
Spain, Mary might persuade those countries to
invade England.

Acknowledge Mary as
heir to the throne of
England

Elizabeth could say Mary was to be her heir but
as Mary was Catholic this would be hated by both
English and Scottish Protestants.

Help Mary to regain
her throne

If Elizabeth helped Mary regain the Scottish
throne she would anger the Scottish Protestants.

Elizabeth’s problem

• Eventually, Elizabeth decided to
hold Mary captive.
• Elizabeth hoped that this will stop
Catholic supporters in England from
siding with Mary and trying to
overthrow her.
• However, this was not the case!

The rebellion of the Northern
Earls, 1569
• Elizabeth hoped that Catholicism in England was on the decline but the
arrival of Mary proved this to be wrong.

• Furthermore, Elizabeth’s refusal to marry meant there would be no Tudor
heir to the throne to continue her Religious Settlement.
• The rebellion of the Northern Earls, 1569 was the first attempt to
overthrow Elizabeth and replace her with Mary, Queen of Scots.
• This gave Mary and her supporters hope.
• Two powerful Catholics lords, Charles Neville, Earl of Westmoreland, and
Thomas Percy, Earl of Northumberland, planned to overthrow Elizabeth.
• The plan was that after Elizabeth had been removed from the throne
Mary would then marry Northumberland’s brother-in-law, Thomas
Howard, Duke of Norfolk.
• However, Elizabeth found out about the plan and forbid the marriage.
• Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, begged for forgiveness but was sent to
the Tower.

1. Charles Neville, Earl of
Westmoreland, and Thomas
Percy, Earl of Northumberland
were ordered to appear before
Elizabeth but refused and this
started the rebellion of the
Northern Earls, 1569

4. The rebels gave
up their plans to
besiege York
because, whilst in
Bramham Moor,
they learnt that
Elizabeth had sent
forces, under the
leadership of the
Earl of Sussex, to
stop them.
7. Northumberland
was later captured
by James Douglas,
Earl of Morton.

2. A force of around
4,600 men marched into
Durham in November
1569. They held a
Catholic Mass and
destroyed the English
prayer book and bible.

5. The rebellion had poor planning
and leadership. When they heard
about Earl of Sussex and his troops,
they had no other choice but to flee
north.
8. Northumberland was handed over
to Elizabeth in 1572. He was
interrogated, tried for treason and
beheaded. Westmoreland avoided
capture, escaped to Flanders and
eventually died in poverty.

3. After Durham the
rebels marched to
Bramham Moor. The rebels
had hoped they would have
more support from the
people but Elizabeth was
popular and few wanted
the return of the pope.
6. The rebels had been
promised foreign help
from the Spanish
ambassador, De Spes but
this never happened.
Therefore, the two
leaders, Westmoreland
and Northumberland had
no choice but to flee to
Scotland. The rebellion
had failed.

9. After the failed rebellion Elizabeth needed to make an example
of those involved. Although she did free and pardon Howard, over
800 rebels, mostly commoners, were executed. Leading families
with Catholic sympathies had land confiscated.

Pope Pius V
• In February 1570 the Pope issued a Papal Bull in which he
excommunicated Elizabeth I.
• The Pope said that:
• Elizabeth was a ‘servant of wickedness’,
• She had no right to the English throne,
• Catholics no longer had to be loyal to Elizabeth.

• By issuing this Papal Bull it gave permission from the Pope,
and in turn God, for all Catholics to turn and plot against
Elizabeth I.

Elizabeth’s response
• Parliament issued a new Treason Act 1571 which said;
• It was treason to declare that Elizabeth was not the rightful queen,
• It was treason to introduce or publish any Papal Bull,
• Any property belonging to a Catholic who had fled abroad could be
confiscated if they had not returned within a year.

• Elizabeth also took tighter control of the north of England.
• Elizabeth also set up a new Council of the North led by a
Puritan, the Earl of Huntington.
• Also, the power of the earls was reduced by taking away
their control and hold over the peasants living on their
estates.

The Ridolfi Plot
• Despite Elizabeth’s
attempts to protect
herself and the throne of
England there were plots
against her.
• In 1571 William Cecil (now
Lord Burghley) and his
spymaster, Sir Francis
Walshingham uncovered a
Catholic plot to overthrow
Elizabeth and replace her
with Mary, Queen of
Scots – known as the
Ridolfi Plot.
Thomas Howard, 4th Duke of Norfolk

1. The Ridolfi Plot was organised by a
Florentine merchant and banker who
had settled in England, Robert
Ridolfi. It also involved Mary, the
Duke of Norfolk, Philip II of Spain,
De Spes the Spanish ambassador
and the pope.
7. Although Elizabeth was prepared
to expel or execute some of the
plotters she would not agree to the
execution of Mary, Queen of Scots.
Instead she kept her in prison.

2. The plan was that the Spanish army would land in England,
overthrow Elizabeth and make Mary queen.
3. Once Elizabeth was
overthrown Mary would marry
the Duke of Norfolk and turn
England back to being Roman
Catholic.

4. However, with the use
of their informers, Cecil
and Walshingham found
out about the plot and
arrests were made.

5. Once the plot was
uncovered some members
were tortured in order to
learn the names of others.
More arrests followed.

6. Norfolk was sentenced
to death. De Spes and
Ridolfi were expelled from
England.

Elizabeth feared that
Mary’s execution might
lead to action against
England from Spain,
France or the pope.

Mary’s execution would
anger many Catholics in
England and Wales. This
might cause people to
support future rebellions
or plots.

Elizabeth believed
that the execution of
a queen of royal
blood was against the
will of God.

Why Elizabeth did
not have Mary,
Queen of Scots
executed?

There was no absolute
proof that Mary was
directly involved in the
Ridolfi plot.

Mary was Elizabeth’s
cousin and heir.

Threat

Outline of the plot

Throckmorton Plot,
1583-84

•

•

The increasing
Catholic threat,
1584-85

•
•

•

The Babington Plot

•

Who was involved?

Elizabeth was concerned about
the continued threat from Mary,
Queen of Scots as well as the
arrival of Jesuit priests in
England.
In 1583, FrancisThrockmorton, a
young English Catholic, led a plot
involving French Catholic forces
and backed by Spanish and papal
money.

•

In October 1583 there has been
a failed Catholic attempt to
assassinate Elizabeth.
In July 1584 there had been a
successful attempt to assassinate
the leader of the Dutch
Protestants, William of Orange.
Parliament was increasingly
concerned for Elizabeth’s safety
and the ‘Bond of Association’ was
introduced. This said that if
Elizabeth was murdered the
assassin(s) would be punished.

•

In 1586 Walsingham uncovered
another Catholic plot led by
Anthony Babington, a young
nobleman.

•

Throckmorton was
the go between
for Mary, Queen
of Scots and the
Spanish
ambassador, de
Mendoza.

What happened to the plotters?

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

Elizabeth’s secret service discovered the plot,
arrested Throckmorton and tortured him.
Throckmorton confessed that the Duke of
Guise was planning to invade England but
denied Mary knew anything about the plot.
Throckmorton was executed for treason and
Mendoza was expelled from England.
Mary was moved to Tutbury Castle, was banned
from having any visitors and her mail was
checked by Walsingham’s agents.

In 1585 there was
a declaration of
war between
England and Spain.
Sir Francis
Walsingham’s
agents actively
hunted traitors.
King Philip II of
Spain gave orders
for a large fleet
of ships to invade
England.

•

Parliament ordered that all Jesuit and
seminary priests must leave England within 40
days.

Babington also
planned to
overthrown
Elizabeth and put
Mary, Queen of
Scots on the
throne.
Secret, encoded
letters were sent
between Babington
and Mary, hidden
inside a beer
barrel.

•

Walsingham’s agents had discovered the
letters and were waiting until they had enough
evidence against the plotters before acting.
Once Walsingham had proof of Mary, Queen of
Scots involvement he struck. In August 1586
Babington was arrested and confessed. In
September Babington and six other plotters
were executed.

•

How serious was the
threat posed to
Elizabeth by this plot?

The trial of Mary, Queen of Scots, October
1586
• Walsingham said because he had proof of Mary, Queen of Scots
involvement in the Babington plot Elizabeth should punish her in
the same way the other plotters had been.
• However, Elizabeth was against having Mary executed but did
have her tried for treason.
• Mary was found guilty of ‘imagining and encompassing her
Majesty’s death’ which did carry the death sentence.
• Elizabeth was repeatedly asked to sign Mary’s death warrant but
would not.
• However, on 1 February 1587 Elizabeth did finally sign the death
warrant… although she still did not plan to have Mary executed.
• The Privy council went behind Elizabeth’s back and persuaded her
secretary, William Davison to take the warrant to Fotheringhay
Castle, where Mary was being held.
• On 8 February 1587 Mary was executed.

The trial of Mary, Queen of Scots, October
1586
• When Elizabeth found out what had happened she was furious.
• Davison was imprisoned in the Tower and banned from court.
• She also blamed Lord Burghley and refused to speak to him for a
month.
• Elizabeth sent a letter of apology to Mary’s son, James VI of
Scotland.

Philip II…
… was the ruler of the most powerful and wealthiest empire in the
world (Spain, the Netherlands and all Spanish dominions in Italy and
America).
… had a large navy and one of the strongest armies in Europe.
… had been married to Mary Tudor (Elizabeth’s sister).
… had tried to restore England to the Catholic faith before the death
of Mary Tudor.
… asked Elizabeth to marry him after Mary’s death but she said no.
… was a devout Catholic and fought heresy (Protestantism), including
use of the Spanish Inquisition.
… believed that God was on is side so any attack on Elizabeth would be
a ‘holy crusade’.

… however, the relationship between Elizabeth and Philip had not
always been bad. So, what happened?

Shows a good relationship between Spain and England
Shows a bad relationship between Spain and England
1. At the start of
Elizabeth’s reign Philip
wanted to continue to use
the English Channel as a
trade route. He therefore
wanted to stay on
Elizabeth’s good side.
4. Philip sent his troops to
the Netherlands, which was
too close to England and
made Elizabeth feel
threatened.
7. After the death of
William the Silent,
Elizabeth agreed to be
Protector of the Dutch and
sent 5,000 troops and 1,000
cavalry.

2. To begin with Philip didn’t
support Mary, Queen of
Scots because she was half
French. France were Spain’s
most deadly enemy.
5. Elizabeth was unsure
whether to get involved in
the Dutch rebellion and
protect Protestants so she
did it unofficially. She
provided money and allowed
rebel ships and pirates to
stay in English ports of
attack Spanish ships.

3. Dutch Protestants in the
Netherlands rebelled
against Catholics, smashing
religious items and
churches. Philip sent in
troops and had more than a
thousand Protestant rebels
executed.

6. In 1579 the Netherlands
split in two. Half had made
peace with Spain and the
other half continued their
rebellion. In 1584 the
Protestant leader, William
the Silent, was executed.

8. Elizabeth sent a fleet under Francis Drake, in his ship
the Golden Hind, to raid Spanish shipping in the
Caribbean. She continued this attack of Spanish treasure
ships, eventually having a serious impact of Spain’s
economy. Philip demanded Drakes execution but instead
Elizabeth knighted him.

The final straw
• Mary, Queen of Scots death
annoyed Philip II of Spain.
• Then when Elizabeth helped
Dutch Protestants this was
the final straw for Philip.
• He decided it was time to
take direct action against
England…
• …and against Elizabeth I.
• Philip planned to overthrow
Elizabeth and restore England
to the Catholic faith by
force.
• The Spanish Empire was a
force to be reckoned with.

Source B: A portrait of King Philip of
Spain (1555-98). It was painted in
1571 by the Spanish artist, Alonso
Sanchez Coello.

Drake’s attack on Cadiz
• Philip planned his attack and the Spanish Armada was supposed to
sail in 1587.
• However, Drake made a daring attack on Cadiz Harbour and 30
Spanish ships were destroyed.
• This delayed the Armada invasion by one year.
• New ships had to be built by the Spanish but these were not good
quality.
• Much of the wood used to rebuild the fleet was green (unseasoned)
so it was unsuitable for preserving food supplies which meant much
of the fleet’s supplies quickly went rotten!
• Then, in February 1588, the admiral in charge of the Armada died
and Philip chose the Duke of Medina Sidonia to take over.
• When the Armada finally set sail in April 1588 it ran into dreadful
storms which blew it off course.

Preparation for invasion and
the attack by fireships
• If the Spanish army, led by Parma, had actually managed to land in Margate, Kent, as planned, then
England would have almost certainly been conquered by the Spanish.
• Everything depended upon the English Navy’s ability to keep the Armada from landing its troops
along the English shore.

• The English army was weaker than the Spanish. The English navy was smaller and so too were the
ships, although this did make them faster than the Spanish fleet. The English had to rely on tactics
and luck.
• The English lit beacons to give warning that the Armada was coming.
• The Armada formed into a crescent formation, this made it difficult for the English to attack.

• The English fleet ‘tacked’ their way behind (west of) the Armada. This gave the English wind
advantage.
• The English fleet then came out from Plymouth.
• The Armada anchored off Calais. This is where they found out Parma’s forces were delayed by
attacks from the Dutch and would not arrive for another week.

• Sir Francis Drake came up with the idea for a fireship attack against the Spanish fleet.
• Lord Howard decided this was a good time to attack. Usually fireships (hellburners) were loaded
with gunpowder but the English had little to spare.
• Instead the ships were filled mainly with material which would burn, and the ships cannons were
filled with double-shot.

• Drake’s gamble worked!
• The Spanish panicked and lost formation.

The Battle of Gravelines, 8
August 1588
• The English ships could now get close enough to the disorganised Spanish fleet and do
some real damage with their big cannons.
• The English lost only 60 men and no ships in this action.

• The Spanish lost over 4000 men, but only 1 ship!
• Yet the Spanish ships had been so severely battered, and were so low on supplies, that
the decision was taken that the Armada should return to Spain.
• Elizabeth then inspected her troops at Tilbury and made her famous speech below:
• “I know I have the body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach
of a king, and of a king of England too, and think foul scorn that Parma or Spain or any
prince of Europe should dare to invade the borders of my realm.”
• Storms around Scotland and Ireland pounded the Armada as they attempted to return
home.
• Spanish ships were weakened and battered by the English guns.
• By the time the Spanish got to the coast of Ireland and Scotland and encountered the
bad storms most ships just fell apart!
• Elizabeth ordered that all survivors of the Armada should be executed, or put to
torture – very few Spanish survived.

• Out of the original 136 ships, only 60 managed to return to Spain.
• Out of the original 30,000 men in the Armada only 16,000 returned to Spain.

English
strengths

Weather
Why did the
Spanish
Armada fail?

Tactics

Spanish
weaknesses

Impact of the Spanish Armada:
The war with Spain
continued and lasted for
10 years.

There was still a
successful Spanish army
in the Netherlands under
the command of a strong
Spanish leader, Parma.

There was still a risk of
a Spanish invasion as
within a short time Philip
had built a new Armada
of over 100 ships; on two
occasions it was sent to
invade England but on
both occasions it was
driven back by storms.

The English continued to
support the Dutch
protestants in their
rebellion against Catholic
Spain.

English sailors continued
to attack Spanish
treasure ships and ports.

There was increased
anti-Catholic feeling
within England but it did
not result in any major
arrests.

Successful outcome of the Armada invasion for England =

S

Unsuccessful outcome of the Armada invasion for England =

U

Who were the Puritans?
• Many Puritans fled abroad when Mary Tudor came to the throne.

• Then, when Elizabeth became queen they returned to England.
• Whilst abroad many Puritans had developed more extreme
beliefs, especially those who went to Geneva as they were
influenced by a man named John Calvin.
• Also, on their return to England many Puritans were unhappy
about Elizabeth’s religious settlement as they believed she had
not gone far enough with reform.

• Puritans were also unhappy that Elizabeth had kept the role of
bishops, who were seen as too ‘Catholic’ and a threat to
Elizabeth’s power over the church.

Who was John Calvin? (1509-64)
• Born in France, the son of a lawyer:
• He was seen as Martin Luther’s successor in
the development of the Protestant faith.

• He studied theology in the University of
Paris.
• Between 1528– 33 he experienced a ‘sudden
conversion’ to Protestantism.

• He moved to Geneva in 1536 which then
became the centre of his religious work.
• His rule in Geneva was very strict, he
believed in plain and simple religious services
and placed great importance upon the sermon
and teaching of the scriptures.
• He didn’t like bishops in the Protestant
church and said that elders and deacons
should be used instead.

What did Puritan’s believe?
• Puritan clothes had to be modest and made of plain materials,
usually in black and white.
• Puritans believed people should live by a strict moral code, living a
simple life based upon the scriptures.
• Puritans believed strongly that Sunday was the Lord’s day and it
should be devoted entirely to religious study.
Therefore, on a Sunday people were expected to;
1. Attend church service with a lengthy sermon in the morning,
2.Spend the rest of the day studying the scriptures and
reading devotional books.

Different types of Puritans
Moderate Puritans
Accepted
Elizabeth’s
Religious
Settlement but
still believed there
should be further
reforms to purify
the church.

Presbyterians
They wanted further
reform that would get
rid of bishops, allow
each church to be run
by a committee of
Presbyters (elders or
teachers) who were
elected by those who
attended the church
services.

Separatists
They wanted to break away
from the national church
and for each church to be
independent and run its own
affairs on a parish-byparish basis. They wanted
local committees who were
chosen by the congregation
to run the church. They
were sometimes known as
‘Brownists’.

Were the Puritans were a threat to Elizabeth?
Some Puritans
want to get rid of
bishops. This
would destroy my
power to rule the
Church.

The Puritans
will never plot
to overthrow
me or help a
foreign
country to
attack
England.

I like some of the old
Catholic ways – there
is nothing wrong with
some decoration in
churches and priests
wearing vestments.

Puritans are a
minority. Most of
my people like the
Church of England.
I must keep their
support.

I am in charge of the
Church. Religion is
one of my private
matters of state. The
Puritans have no right
to ask for change.
They are attacking
my authority.

Vestments controversy
• Matthew Parker, Archbishop of Canterbury, issued a ‘Book of
Advertisements’ which laid down rules for;
• Conducting services,
• The wearing of vestments (the clothes worn by Puritan priests and
similar to those worn by Catholic priests).
• However, many Puritan priests refused to follow these rules and there
were consequences, for example:
• Thomas Sampson, Dean of Christ Church, Oxford and 37 Puritan priests
in London, were dismissed from their jobs because they refused to wear
vestments.
• This was seen as a challenge to Elizabeth’s authority as supreme
governor of the Church.

• Elizabeth insisted that all priests wore vestments.
• In this case Puritans failed to get the reforms they wanted.

Thomas Cartwright
• Thomas Cartwright, a professor of divinity at Cambridge University,
gave a series of lectures in which he called for the introduction of a
more Presbyterian system of church government, which would undermine
Elizabeth I. He wanted:
1. The abolition (to ban/get rid of) archbishops and bishops.
2. Churches to be run locally by its own minister and elders from the
community.
3. Ministers to be elected by their own church congregation.
• Both Elizabeth and her Privy Council were against Cartwright’s proposals
and in the end he was forced to leave England for Geneva.

John Stubbs
• John Stubbs was a Puritan and political
commentator who wrote and published a
pamphlet that criticised the queen.
Elizabeth was not happy about this.

• It said she was involved in marriage
talks concerning her and the Duke of
Anjou, who was a French Roman
Catholic and the brother of the king of
France.
• Stubbs was arrested, put on trial and
charged with ‘seditious writing’. He was
sentenced to;
1. Have his right hand cut off.
2. Imprisonment for 18 months.

Marprelate Tracts
• The Marprelate Tracts were a series of anonymous (had no name to
them) pamphlets which bitterly attacked the church and its bishops.
• The Marprelate Tracts offended many people as they were violent,
sarcastic and contained offensive language. This was completely the
opposite to Puritan attitudes and beliefs so they lost Puritans a lot of
support.
Some Protestants wrote their own pamphlets against the Marprelate
Tracts:

1.

In 1593 Richard Hooker published his Laws of Ecclesiastical Policy.

2.

In the same year Richard Bancroft launched a bitter attack on
Puritanism in his pamphlet Survey of the Pretended Holy Discipline

Dangerous Positions and Proceedings.

Puritan threats to Elizabeth:

Walter Strickland,
1571

John Field and
Thomas Wilcox, 1572

Peter Wentworth,
1576

Peter Turner, 1584

Anthony Cope, 158687

Strickland was
prevented from
attending the House
of Commons by the
Privy Council and
Elizabeth closed
parliament down
before his ideas could
be discussed.
The bill was not heard
of again and to
enforce conformity
the Thirty-nine
Articles were
formally approved by
parliament, this
meant that all clergy
had to accept these
rules if they wanted
to keep their jobs.

As a result both men
were arrested and
imprisoned for a year.
They were accused of
breaking the Act of
Uniformity (where
they had to swear an
oath that they would
follow the orders of
the Church of
England).
Puritan printing
presses were ordered
to be destroyed and
bishops were
instructed to enforce
uniformity.

Elizabeth had
Wentworth
imprisoned in the
Tower of London for
a month and she
closed parliament
down.

The bill didn’t get
much support and was
forcefully attacked
during a speech
delivered in the
Commons by Sir
Christopher Hatton,
one of Elizabeth’s
loyal Privy Councillors.

The bill was bitterly
attacked by Hatton in
the House of
Commons.
Cope and Wentworth,
together with four of
his supporters, were
confined to the
Tower of London for
several months during
1587 and parliament
closed down.
These setbacks led
many Puritans to
believe that they
could achieve little
through parliament
and so they began to
seek out other means
of calling for reform,
such as the
reinforcement of
Puritan ideals through
prayer meetings.

She also issued
instructions that
parliament was not to
debate or talk about
religious matters
without her
permission.

Hatton was a
moderate Protestant
who hated Puritans
and their beliefs.

Dealing with the Puritan challenge

Elizabeth had blocked demands for reform within parliament.
Now she had to deal with the Puritans, in particular:
‘Prophesyings’ and ‘Separatists’.
Prophesyings:

• These were meetings held by Puritans
for prayers and sermons.
• The queen and Privy Council believed
these meetings were dangerous and
would encourage unrest and rebellion.
• Edmund Grindal, the new Archbishop
of Canterbury, banned these meetings.
• Grindal was sympathetic to the
Puritans so did not follow the queens
orders. When Elizabeth found out she
confined Grindal to his house,
suspended him from his duties and
prevented him from being the leader
of the Church.

Edmund Grindal:

c. 1519 – born the son of a tenant farmer.
c. 1530 – educated at St Bees Priory and
Cambridge University.
c. 1549 – appointed chaplain to Edward
VI.
1553 – forced into exile during Mary
Tudor’s reign.
1558 – appointed Lord Bishop of London.

1570 – appointed Archbishop of York.
1576 – appointed Archbishop of
Canterbury.
1577 – refused to carry out Elizabeth’s
orders to suppress Prophesyings so was
suspended.
1577-83 – confined to Lambeth Palace up
until his death.

Dealing with the Puritan challenge

Elizabeth had blocked demands for reform within parliament.
Now she had to deal with the Puritans, in particular:
‘Prophesyings’ and ‘Separatists’.
John Whitgift’s attack on
Presbyterianism (church led by elders)
• When Grindal died he was replaced by
John Whitgift, he had little sympathy
for Puritans.
• He issued his Three Articles – this
demanded that the clergy all did the
same thing by swearing;
1. The acceptance of bishops,
2. That they all accepted what was said in
the Book of Common Prayer,
3. That they accepted the Thirty-nine
Articles (the terms of the Church of
England).
• Between 300 – 400 ministers refused to
swear acceptance of these terms so
were removed from office.
• John Whitgift continued to strictly
control the clergy.

John Whitgift (1530-1604)
1530 – born the son of wealthy merchant.
educated at St Anthony’s School, London and
Cambridge University.
1563 – appointed chaplain to Elizabeth I.
1571 –appointed professor of divinity at
Cambridge.
1571 – appointed Dean of Lincoln.
1577 – appointed Bishop of Worcester.
1583 – appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and
given the task of ensuring everyone conformed to
the Religious Settlement.
1583 – issued his 10 to enforce religious
uniformity.
1586 – given a position on the Privy Council.
1603 – crowned James Stuart as King James VI.
1604 – died.

Dealing with the Puritan challenge

Elizabeth had blocked demands for reform within parliament.
Now she had to deal with the Puritans, in particular:
‘Prophesyings’ and ‘Separatists’.
• John Whitgift’s attempts to control Puritans was on the whole was
successful, however, it did force many underground (doing it
secretively).
• To stop Puritans, some were imprisoned and printing presses were
destroyed.
• An extremist form of Puritans were given the name ‘separatists’ they
decided to leave the established church and set up their own church.
• One of the main leaders was Robert Browne – his followers became
known as ‘Brownists’.
• Browne was not happy that the Church of England still contained Catholic
elements and set up his own congregation.
• He was imprisoned for a short time and when released emigrated to
Holland in 1582.
• Henry Barrow and John Greenwood took over from Browne.
• Brownist’s worried Whitgift and in 1583 two, John Copping and Elias
Thacker, were hanged for distributing Brownist pamphlets.

The Act against Seditious Sectaries, 1593
• The Marprelate Tracts (anonymous pamphlets attacking Elizabeth’s church)
demonstrated separatists were not prepared to compromise.
• However, this also gave Elizabeth’s ministers the ammunition to launch an
attack on puritanism.
• Government propaganda linked;

• Puritanism  separatism  treason.
• So, Elizabeth passed the Act against Seditious Sectaries, 1593.
• This gave the power to use severe penalties against suspected separatists;
• imprisonment,
• banishment,
• death.

• Henry Barrow, John Greenwood and Welsh Puritan John Penry were arrested
and executed under this Act in May 1593.
• This was the end of the separatist movement.

