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Why Beths? 

 
At the heart of our school are the principles of promoting educational excellence and developing leadership 
skills.  
 
Our aim is that you develop into a well-rounded, positive young adult who cares about your communities, 
maximises your academic abilities and develops strong social skills to help you get to your next stage in life, be 
that university or employment. 
 
We give all our students, from Year 7 to Year 13, every opportunity to excel, both academically and within the 
wider community. Our outstanding team of subject specialist staff provide a curriculum which is diverse and 
engaging, and actively encourage our students (and even push where necessary!) to achieve the very best they 
can. 
 
We offer the largest selection of A level courses in the locality and remain committed to A levels, the ‘gold 
standard’ of the education system. A levels are understood by you, your parents, universities and employers.  
They are academically demanding and, in recent years, have been made even tougher.  Choosing A levels allows 
you to focus on the subjects that really interest you. By the end of Year 13, you will have developed a deeper 
knowledge, understanding and intellectual curiosity about each of the subjects you have chosen.  
 
If you like sport or outdoor activities, we have a strong sporting tradition and a plethora of extra-curricular 
activities, including a thriving Duke of Edinburgh scheme. 
 
Our goal is to ensure that you leave us with the skills, qualifications and confidence to pursue any path you 
wish. We will support you in every step of your journey; whether that is through offering advice and guidance, 
e.g, at our annual Higher Education and Careers Day; organising an internship for you with an employer in a 
career sector of your choice; through our outstanding pastoral support, or through working with your tutor on 
your UCAS or job applications. There is always plenty of support that you can access.  
 
Making informed choices about the A level courses you wish to study is the first step along that path. We 
recommend you make your choices on the following basis:  
• Think carefully about which subjects really interests you 
• How the subject matches your academic ability and skills  
• Whether the subject is essential for further study at university 
• How the subject will help towards any future career paths you may have in mind 
 
In addition to using our 2018 Choices document, it is worth following the link below to the Russell Group of 
Universities, and reading their ‘Informed Choices’ document.  
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college 
 
Choosing Beths will place the world at your fingertips; together, we will help you reach out and grab it. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you here. 
 

 
 
Mr M Neylan 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Sixth Form 
  

http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college
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What will I study? 
 

Most of students in Year 12 will begin on a core programme of three A levels. For our most able students, there 
is the facility to study for four A levels in Year 12 and 13 and, for students embarking on Further Mathematics 
and Mathematics, we expect four A levels as well. 
 

In addition to the core programme of A levels, to enhance and develop your personal/interpersonal skills, 
interests and academic studies, you will contribute to our LEAP entitlement - Lead, Enrich, Act, Participate.  This 
means that you will be able to benefit from activities such as community placements in local primary school, 
volunteering with other schools such as Marlborough, and act as subject mentors to younger students at Beths, 
volunteering to act as Beths Ambassadors, and producing academic research into a topic which really enthuses 
you by following the Extended Project. We will give you full details about all the exciting opportunities you can 
benefit from in our LEAP entitlement, during our induction days in June. 

 

Entry requirements: 

• a minimum of 7 full course GCSEs at grades 9-4 

• an average of at least grade 6 in the best 7 full course GCSEs 

• a minimum of grade 5 in both English Language and Mathematics 

• individual subject requirements:  in the 6th form choices booklet 

• for legacy (old-style) GCSEs, grades will be converted as follows: 

 

Old-style GCSE grades New style GCSE equivalents in English 

Language and Literature and Maths 

A* 8 

A 7 

B 6 

C 5 

 4 

D 3 

E 2 

F 1 

G 0 

U 0 
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Accounting Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Mathematics and in either English Language or 

English Literature 
Head of Department: Mrs T Tolhurst 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You do need to be able to express yourself clearly and to organise written work in a logical order as the 
course requires a lot of written and numerical work.  You also need to be able to interpret data and use this 
data appropriately to complete financial statements. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

Throughout the course you will need to acquire and demonstrate your ability to: 
 

 Produce full accounts for a business, using the double entry method, from various sources of 
information to the final accounts 

 Understand how accounts can be re-written if mistakes are made or information is missing 

 Interpret accounts and explain from the figures whether a business is doing well or not and why. 

 Develop quantitative data analysis and interpretation skills 

 Analyse the importance of ethics in the context of managerial accounts 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course will appeal to students who are: 
 

 Interested in business and finance 

 Academic individuals, not just potential accountants 

 Logical thinkers 

 Keen to practice the concepts outside the classroom 

 Independent learners 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will be set regular work to practise on the theory and concepts covered in lessons.  You will also be 

expected to take an interest in current financial economic affairs. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Accounting qualifications open up a huge range of job opportunities from working for an accounting firm 
to posts in the financial departments of other organisations.  
 

 

  



5 
 Sixth Form Prospectus 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Paper 1 
Written exam.  3 hours. 
120 marks 
50% of A Level 
 
Questions 
Three compulsory sections: 
 

 Section A has 10 multiple choice questions and several short answer questions. The section is worth 
30 marks. 

 Section B has two structured questions each worth 20 marks. The section is worth 40 marks. 

 Section C has two extended answer questions each worth 25 marks. The section is worth 50 marks. 
 
Paper 2 
Written exam.  3 hours. 
120 marks 
50% of A Level 
 
Questions 
Three compulsory sections: 
 

 Section A has 10 multiple choice questions and several short answer questions. The section is worth 
30 marks. 

 Section B has two structured questions each worth 20 marks. The section is worth 40 marks. 

 Section C has two extended answer questions each worth 25 marks. The section is worth 50 marks. 
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Art and Design: Fine Art 
 

Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Pearson Edexcel 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Art 
Subject Co-ordinator: Mr G Hayman 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You should have successfully completed a GCSE course in Art. You need a passion, flair and a commitment 
to the subject. You should have an understanding and a good knowledge of practical art and design based 
skills, built up through a range of experiences with media. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The main purpose of the Art & Design course is to develop your ability to appreciate the visual world around 
you and to enable you to respond in a personal and creative way. The Art Department staff will devise and 
implement projects which encourage you to: 
 

 Question all preconceived notions of art and personal ability 

 Trust your creative instincts 

 Express your ideas and feelings through the controlled use of a broad range of materials and techniques 

 Investigate and relate to all the evolutionary processes that are inherent in the development of good 
artwork 

 Articulate issues relating to the work of other artists from a variety of cultures, past and present 
 
You will learn: 
 

 How to record observations, experiences and ideas in visual and other forms 

 How to analyse and evaluate sources and objects, showing understanding of purposes, meanings and 
contexts  

 How to develop your ideas through sustained investigations and explorations, selecting and using 
materials and processes, interpreting relationships and analysing methods and outcomes  

 How to present a personal, coherent and informed response realising your intentions and articulating 
and explaining connections with the work of others  

 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course is suitable for any student who has good artistic skill and who is prepared to work hard both 
practically and independently towards the rewards from their endeavours.  
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to complete a range of supporting tasks in your work journal that will develop your own 
practical skills as well as your ability to develop ideas, explore a range of media and research contextual 
evidence from art history and artists.  Students should visit art galleries to aid their research. 
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

A high percentage of our students go on to study at Art College. The diversity of the course makes it ideally 
suited if you are intending to go on to Foundation Art & Design and degree courses specialising in many 
aspects of Art such as Fine Art, Fashion/Textiles, Architecture, Film/Animation, Ceramics, Graphic Design, 
Furniture, Interior, Jewellery Design and Teaching. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 
 

Component 1: Personal Investigation.  60% of A Level 
 
This unit incorporates two linked elements: 
 

a) Practical work 
b) Personal study (essay). Independently graded at 12% 
 

A. Practical work: this aims to provide opportunities for students to pursue their own creative, visual ideas 
in a chosen area of Art & Design. Students will demonstrate the ability to resolve issues and ideas that 
emerge as an inevitable part of the process of creating art & design work. Development of ideas, review 
and refinement of process will be an intricate part of realising a personal response resulting in a range 
of final outcomes. 

B. Personal study: The personal study should be closely related to the knowledge and understanding 
gained from aspects of the practical work part of this unit. Students are required to research, evaluate, 
analyse and establish coherent sustainable links between their own work and with that of historical and 
contemporary references.  

 
The personal study will be evidenced through critical written communication showing contextual research 
and understanding in a minimum 1000 words of continuous prose, which may contain integrated images. 
The personal study comprises 12% of the total qualification and is marked out of 18.This is externally 
marked. Through the personal study, students will demonstrate understanding of relevant social, cultural 
or historical contexts. Students will also express personal interpretations or conclusions, and use technical 
and specialist vocabulary. The focus of the personal study can be any concept, movement 
 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.  40% of A Level 
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Beths Grammar School 

Art and Design:   
Digital Photography - Lens Based Media 
 
  
Examination board: Pearson Edexcel 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Art 
Subject Co-ordinator Mr G Hayman 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

Ideally you should have successfully completed a GCSE course in Art. You need a passion, flair and a 
commitment to the subject.  You should have an understanding and a good knowledge of Photoshop or 
similar software and practical art skills allowing you to show a creative approach to using media within 
photography. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The main purpose of the Photography course is to develop your ability to appreciate the visual world around 
you and to enable you to respond in a personal and creative way. The Art Department staff will devise and 
implement projects which encourage you to: 
 

 Question all preconceived notions of photography and personal ability 
 Trust your creative instincts 
 Express your ideas and feelings through the controlled use of a broad range of techniques 
 Investigate and relate to all the evolutionary processes that are inherent in the development of good 

photographic work 
 Articulate issues relating to the work of other photographers from a variety of cultures, past and present  
 

You will learn: 
 

 How to record observations, experiences and ideas in visual and other forms 

 How to analyse and evaluate sources and objects, showing understanding of purposes, meanings and 
contexts  

 How to develop your ideas through sustained investigations and explorations, selecting and using 
materials and processes, interpreting relationships and analysing methods and outcomes  

 How to present a personal, coherent and informed response realising your intentions and articulating 
and explaining connections with the work of others 

 The use of light as the most important element of photography 

 The use of image acquisition hardware and software and image manipulation 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course is suitable for the type of student who has good artistic skill and who is prepared to work hard 
both practically and independently towards the rewards from their endeavours.  
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What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to complete a range of supporting tasks in your work journal that will develop your own 
practical skills as well as your ability to develop ideas, explore a range of photographic approaches, develop 
software applications related to digital photography. Explore media and research contextual evidence from 
photographers, designers and artists.  
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

A high percentage of our students go on to study at Art College.  The diversity of the course makes it ideally 
suited if you are intending to go on to Foundation Art & Design and degree courses specialising in many 
aspects of Art such as Fine Art, Fashion/Textiles, Photojournalism, Architecture, Film/Animation, Graphic 
Design, Furniture Design, Interior Design and Teaching. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Component 1: Personal Investigation.  60% of A Level 
 
This unit incorporates two linked elements: 
 

a) Practical work 
c) Personal study (essay). Independently graded at 12%. 

 

A. Practical work: this aims to provide opportunities for students to pursue their own creative, visual ideas 
in a chosen area of Photography.  Students will demonstrate the ability to resolve issues and ideas that 
emerge as an inevitable part of the process of creating art & design work. Development of ideas, review 
and refinement of process will be an intricate part of realising a personal response resulting in a range 
of final outcomes. 

B. Personal study: The personal study should be closely related to the knowledge and understanding gained 
from aspects of the practical work part of this unit.  Students are required to research, evaluate, analyse 
and establish coherent sustainable links between their own work and with that of historical and 
contemporary references. 

 
The personal study will be evidenced through critical written communication showing contextual research 
and understanding in a minimum 1000 words of continuous prose, which may contain integrated images.  
The personal study comprises 12% of the total qualification and is marked out of 18. This is externally 
marked. Through the personal study, students will demonstrate understanding of relevant social, cultural or 
historical contexts.  Students will also express personal interpretations or conclusions, and use technical and 
specialist vocabulary.  The focus of the personal study can be any concept, movement. 
 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.  40% of A Level 
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Biology Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Pearson Edexcel 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements: Grade 7 at GCSE in Biology OR grade 8 in Combined Sciences 
Head of Department: Mr G. Ramessar 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

The course builds on the knowledge and understanding of GCSE Additional Science or GCSE Biology. If you 
have followed the GCSE Biology course, it would be helpful to have also followed a GCSE course in Chemistry 
and Physics. 

You will need to be able to communicate effectively and research information from a variety of sources. As 
you will be expected to handle and interpret data, grade B or above in Mathematics is preferable. 

 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

You will learn to: 

 Develop greater understanding of biological facts together with an appreciation of their significance in 
new and changing situations 

 Develop greater expertise in the area of practical work and the link between theory and experimental 
work 

 Continue to enjoy and further develop a personal interest in the study of living organisms 

 Learn to recognise the responsible use of biology in society 

 Develop further your awareness of developments in biology in the changing world of the new millennium 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

You should:  

 Have an interest in the study of living organisms 

 Enjoy carrying out investigations in the laboratory or as fieldwork 

 Be interested in the developments of “new” biology topics such as genetic engineering and the impact 
on society 

 Want to use Biology to support other qualifications such as Geography 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to carry out background reading, research and essay writing.  You will be expected to go 
through the notes you have made in lessons and complete coursework, field work and practical reports, 
including analysis of data.  You will also be expected to undertake background reading. 
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

You could follow a degree course or a higher national course in Biology or courses with a direct link to 
biology such as environmental science, medicine, nursing, dentistry, psychology and pharmacy. Possible 
career openings are pharmacy, biotechnology, and catering and land management. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level  

Unit 1:  

Topic 1 - The role of diet and other lifestyle factors in maintenance of good health is considered with 
particular reference to the heart and circulation and to cardiovascular disease. 

Topic 2 - The properties of and transport of materials across cell membranes and gas exchange surfaces, 
DNA structure and replication, protein synthesis, enzymes and monohybrid inheritance through the context 
of the genetic disease cystic fibrosis. 

Unit 2:  

Topic 3 - Cell structure and ultrastructure, cell division, the importance of fertilisation, the roles of stem 
cells, gene expression, cell differentiation and tissue organisation.  

Topic 4 - The topic focuses on biodiversity and the wealth of natural resources used by humans. Why there 
are so many different species is considered first, with the concept of niche and adaptation explored.  

Unit 3: 

Topic 5 - This topic builds an appreciation that photosynthesis is the primary process that underpins the 
majority of ecosystems, and provides students with an understanding of how ecosystems work. 

Topic 6-This topic starts by looking at how forensic pathologists use a wide variety of analytical techniques 
to determine identity and the time and cause of death of an organism, including humans. It then considers 
how bacteria and viruses use a variety of routes into their hosts and how hosts have evolved barriers and 
internal mechanisms to combat infections. 

Unit 4:  
Topic 7 - This topic is centred on the physiological adaptations that enable animals and humans, particularly 
sports people, to undertake strenuous exercise. It explores the links between an animal’s physiology and its 
performance. 

Topic 8 - The scene is set by considering how the working of the nervous system enables us to see. Brain 
imaging and the regions of the brain are considered. The topic also demonstrates how an understanding of 
brain structure and functioning is relevant to issues such as the response to stimuli, the development of 
vision and learning. 

 
The A Level exam papers are: 
Paper 1- The Natural Environment and species survival, topics (100 marks - 2 hours) 
Paper 2- Energy, Exercise and Coordination (100 marks - 2 hours) 
Paper 3- General and Practical applications in Biology (100 marks - 2 hours) 
All three A Level papers are taken at the end of the second year. 
Science Practical endorsement (Internally assessed and externally moderated by Pearson Pearson Edexcel) 
 
The AS exam papers are: 
Paper 1: Lifestyle, Transport, Genes and Health 
Paper 2: Development, Plants and the Environment 
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Business Studies Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Maths AND Grade B at GCSE in either Business 

Studies or Economics or grade 6 at GCSE in either English Language or 
English Literature 

Head of Department: Mrs T Tolhurst 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

A Business Studies qualification at GCSE is not an essential requirement, but you do need to be able to 
express yourself clearly and to organise written work in a logical order as the course requires a lot of written 
and numerical work. You also need to be able to interpret data. 
  

 

What will I learn on this course?  

By taking a holistic approach to the subject, you will learn about the interrelated nature of business using 
business models, theories and techniques to support analysis of contemporary business issues and 
situations to provide a dynamic specification. The content is designed to engage you through topics and 
issues that are relevant in today’s society; for example, you will study key contemporary developments such 
as digital technology and business ethics, and globalisation. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course will appeal to students who: 
 

 Want to find out about the role of businesses in society 

 Are interested in current affairs involving businesses  

 Want to develop their skills of analysing and evaluating business problems 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

Background reading is an essential part of the course: you will be expected to use the course book in order 
to follow up work done in class and read a quality newspaper on a regular basis. Written work will be set 
weekly and include assignments that require you to show you can apply key terms and concepts, and 
analyse and evaluate information.  You will carry out short investigations into topics, requiring you to collect 
information from a variety of sources and organise this information in a logical order.  You will read case 
studies about businesses and show you can apply concepts and theories. 

 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Many students go to university, studying business and management courses; these subjects can be 
combined with many other subjects.  Careers are varied, including personnel management, retail 
management and public sector jobs in the Civil Service or Local Government as well as careers in finance 
such as banking, insurance and stock broking. 
 
 

   



13 
 Sixth Form Prospectus 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level: 
The A Level incorporates the same six topics as AS Level, plus the following additional topics: 
 

1. Analysing the strategic position of a business; 
2. Choosing strategic direction; 
3. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies; 
4. Managing strategic change. 
 
A Level assessment 
The A Level is assessed by three two hour written exams at the end of the course: 
Paper 1: Multiple-choice questions, short answer and two essays. 
Paper 2: Three compulsory data response questions; 
Paper 3: One compulsory case study consisting of six questions. 
 
Testing quantitative skills: 
Both the AS and A Level assess quantitative skills, making a minimum of 10% of the overall marks.  The skills 
tested include ratios, averages, fractions, percentages and calculation of profit and loss. 
 
 
AS Level: 
The AS course includes the following topics: 
d) What is business? 
e) Managers, leadership and decision making. 
f) Decision making to improve marketing performance. 
g) Decision making to improve operational performance. 
h) Decision making to improve financial performance. 
i) Decision making to improve human resource performance. 
 
AS Level assessment 
Assessment is by two one-and-a-half hour written exams at the end of the course. 
Paper 1: Two compulsory sections, including multiple choice, short answer questions and data response 
questions. 
Paper 2: One compulsory case study consisting of seven questions. 
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Chemistry Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: OCR 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 7 at GCSE in Chemistry OR grade 8 in Combined Sciences 
Head of Subject: Dr M Salem 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You are required to revisit the course content of GCSE Chemistry. The AS course starts with a few concepts 
already studied at GCSE (OCR).  It is advisable that students whose GCSE in chemistry is not from the OCR 
(gateway) programme acquaint themselves with the GCSE course content. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

In year one the role of electrons in the reactivity of elements, trends in reactivity of elements in their groups 
and periods are studied.  Chemistry of the element carbon (organic chemistry) is also studied, where 
chemical reactivity of compounds such as alcohol and carboxylic acid are studied. 

In the second year a deeper understanding of various concepts and the ability to explain why and how 
certain reactions proceed the way they do rather than a mere answer is required. 

Advanced areas of Analysis and Organic Reaction Mechanisms as well as mathematical (physical chemistry), 
where Rate and Order of reactions are also studied. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This is an essential course for students wishing to study Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science at 
university, as well as anyone wishing to study chemistry, biochemistry or chemical engineering. 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

Chemistry students are closely monitored to ensure they complete at least 4 hours of independent work 
including: a) research, b) extra notes and c) mind maps.  These are checked on a weekly basis.  Students are 
also required to spend at least a further two hours on home work (usually chemistry questions) and this is 

monitored once every two weeks. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

There are numerous courses at university that would require an A Level chemistry. Some of these are as 
follows: 
 

Medicine, dentistry, optometry, pure and applied chemistry, biochemistry, chemical engineering. 
Furthermore any courses in which minerals, metals, pharmaceuticals, all materials, polymers, etc., are 
concerned chemistry A Level would be required.  
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level (H432): 
 
Paper 1: Weighting.  2 hours 15 minutes.  37% of A Level. 

 Section A, multiple choice (15 Marks) 

 Section B, structured questions covering theory and practical skills (85 Marks) 
 
Paper 2: Weighting.  2 hours 15 minutes.  37% of A Level 

 Section A, multiple choice (15 Marks) 

 Section B, structured questions covering theory and practical skills (85 Marks) 
 
Paper 3: Weighting.  1 hour 30 minutes.  26% of A Level. 

 Structured questions and extended response questions, covering theory and practical skills (70 Marks) 
 
Non-Exam assessment, endorsing ‘practical skills in chemistry’.  

 Students are given a pass/fail by the teacher 
 
AS Level (H032): 
 

Paper 1: Weighting.  1 hour 30 minutes.  50% of AS Level. 

 Section A, multiple choice (20 Marks) 

 Section B, Structured questions covering theory and practical skills (50 Marks) 
 
Paper 2: Weighting.  1 hour 30 minutes.  50% of AS Level. 

 Structured questions and extended response questions, covering theory and practical skills (70 Marks) 
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Chinese Mandarin Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Cambridge 

Available Levels: Pre-U 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade B at GCSE in Chinese Mandarin 
Head of Department: Miss E Price 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You should feel confident at this Level in the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking.  
You must also have an interest in understanding the culture and way of life of China and Chinese Mandarin-
speaking countries. You will need to understand the concepts behind Chinese writing and grammar (for 

example particles like  and , and stroke order).  You must have been entered for Higher Tier in all 
papers at GCSE.  We would ideally expect students to have achieved at least an A grade in both papers. 
  

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The course will help you to develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to communicate 
at a higher Level in Mandarin.  Your reading skills will develop through extensive reading, and you will 
improve the quality of your speaking and writing.  You will also develop insights into the culture and 
civilisation of countries in which Mandarin is spoken. 

The Pre-U course is designed to: 
 

 Enable students to develop and build on the skills acquired at GCSE 

 Enhance employment prospects 

 Help students form a sound base of skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work and 
leisure 

 Provide an in-depth insight into a major world culture and society 

 Further intellectual and personal development by promoting learning and social skills 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

You should be interested in languages and communication, and enjoy learning about other cultures and 
ways of life.  You need to be interested in developing this understanding and in exploring in depth the topic 
areas that you will have covered at GCSE.  You should be keen to spend time working or studying in China 
in later life.  You should have a good capacity for critical thinking and for processing and analysing 
information.  If you are interested in the business world, in travel or tourism, in literature, in translation, or 
in journalism and the media, then you are also likely to find the course appropriate. 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to practise all four language skills on a regular basis: You will be expected to read as much 
Mandarin as possible, work with the Hanban Chinese Language Assistant on a weekly basis to develop your 
spoken skills and use appropriate websites suggested by your teachers to practise listening as well as 
vocabulary and grammar.  You will be expected to dedicate enough time to each of the skills.  Written 
homework is also an important part of the course, as you will improve your essay-writing skills both in 
English (for research and analysis) and Chinese (for communicative ability). 
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

The Pre-U course opens a wide range of opportunities to you. Particularly welcomed by Russell Group 
universities and with full UCAS accreditation, this course allows students of Mandarin to access a broad 
range of university courses, whether in Chinese Studies or in other fields.  Mandarin candidates may go on 
to find work in business, industry, consulting, translation, the media, academia, politics, international 
relations, law – the possibilities are endless.  For complete information on UCAS Tariff points and university 
acceptance, please see http://www.cie.org.uk/images/84527-cambridge-pre-u-guide-for-higher-
education-admissions-staff-in-the-uk.pdf 

 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Topic areas:  
 

 Family 

 Young People 

 Education 

 The media 

 Work and leisure 

 Equality of opportunity 
 
At the end of the course, you will be examined on the four skills as follows: 
 
Speaking 
 

 Speaking test, externally assessed by a visiting examiner, 20% 
 
Listening, Reading and Translation 
 

 Written paper, externally assessed, 30% 
 
Writing and Usage 
 

 Written paper, externally assessed, 25% 
 
Chinese Culture 
 

 Written paper, externally assessed, 25% 
 

  

http://www.cie.org.uk/images/84527-cambridge-pre-u-guide-for-higher-education-admissions-staff-in-the-uk.pdf
http://www.cie.org.uk/images/84527-cambridge-pre-u-guide-for-higher-education-admissions-staff-in-the-uk.pdf
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Computer Science Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: OCR 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Mathematics AND an equivalent grade 6 GCSE in 

Computing or ICT (L2), ECDL or Credit at DIDA 
Head of Department: Mrs S Aziz 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

No previous knowledge of Computing is assumed, although this course builds upon the aims of GCSE 
Computer Science by broadening the range and scope of the concepts studied.  The ability to think logically 
is vital to succeeding in the course, as is the understanding of mathematical principles taught at GCSE Level. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

This course concentrates on the technical aspects of Computing, and you will learn how to program in a 
variety of languages, as well as use various integrated development environments available within the 
industry.  The course aims to deliver the fundamentals of computing and computational theory through the 
design, development and testing of algorithms to solve complex problems, as well as an understanding of 
the underlying technologies that support this discipline. You will learn to reflect critically on the role of the 
computer in society, and to consider the positive and negative effects of its use. 
 

Fundamentally, you will learn how to make a computer follow the instructions you set out, and understand 
how to model common real-world problems in code. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 
 

Students must be well motivated and willing to develop new skills.  It would be useful to have a logical mind 
capable of analysing and solving algorithmic problems, and the willingness to want to refine and improve 
these solutions in order to increase efficiency and reliability.  This course is particularly suited to students 
who wish to learn more about machine architecture and systems development. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

Students will be expected to carry out research and independent study during directed study periods, and 
for homework.  It is expected that each student will make use of the computer facilities in school in order 
to practice and improve their programming skills, as well as regularly reviewing their notes to ensure an 
understanding of the theoretical concepts. 
  

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

In today’s workplace, those with knowledge and skills in computing have the opportunity to pursue new 
and exciting careers, and to be instrumental in the conception of computer systems that increasingly shape 
work and leisure activities. 
 

You will have gained the necessary skills and knowledge to seek employment in areas that utilise computing, 
as well as a strong grounding in the concepts taught at university in a variety of disciplines, from engineering 
and science to the arts and humanities.   
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level: Each examined module contributes 40% to the A Level course, and the coursework a further 20%. 
 

Unit 1: Computer Systems - 2hr 30 min written paper 
Students will be assessed on the use and operation of the processor and additional devices, industrial 
software development methodologies and programming techniques, and the legal and ethical issues 
regarding the user of computers. 
 

Unit 2: Algorithms and Programming - 2hr 30 min written paper 
Students will be assessed on elements of computational thinking, problem solving and programming, and 
the design and development of more complex algorithms. 
 

Unit 3: Computing Project 
A significant independent coursework produced over the year, involving a considerable amount of 
programming in a high Level language. 
 
AS Level: Each of these modules contribute to 50% of the AS Course 
 

Unit 1: Computing Principles - 1hr 15 min written paper 
Students will be assessed on the use and operation of the processor and additional devices, software 
development methodologies and programming, and the legal and ethical issues regarding the user of 
computers. 
 

Unit 2: Algorithms and Problem Solving - 1hr 15 min written paper 
Students will be assessed on elements of computational thinking, problem solving and programming, and 
the design and development of algorithms. 
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Design & Technology:  
Graphic Products 

Beths Grammar School 

 
Examination board: 

 
Pearson Edexcel 

Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade B at GCSE in Design & Technology 
Head of Department: Mr B Crutchley 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

A Level of competence in Design & Technology to at least GCSE grade B is essential or equivalent. The actual 
course of study you followed at GCSE is largely unimportant, but for Product Design, knowledge of wood, 
plastics and metals would be of benefit, and for Graphic Products the use of compliant materials and ICT 
would be of benefit. For both courses it is also very important to be able to produce good quality 
presentations. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

This course will enable you to: 
 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of technological processes and systems 

 Analyse design situations and identify problems solving solutions  

 Propose innovative ideas and concepts through a variety of creative media 

 Design, make, test, evaluate and modify quality solutions and prototypes 

 Demonstrate a sound knowledge of production technologies and provide a sound basis for further 
study in Design and Technology 

 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course will appeal to students who: 
 

 Enjoyed Design & Technology at GCSE 

 Have an interest in how products are manufactured 

 Like to demonstrate their creativity 

 Wish to work with design software 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

Although a reasonable amount of class work will be dedicated to the production of study folders and project 
work, you will need to work individually, at home on theory work in addition to coursework.  You are also 
expected to find and read articles or books related to the subject to advance your understanding and depth 
of knowledge.  Visits may be arranged to help you appreciate potential areas for study and to highlight 

actions that are taken to address relevant problems in the outside world. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

As well as students interested in a career associated with design, the course is particularly useful as a means 
of demonstrating the ability to think creatively and originally in response to problems.  As such it could be 
an excellent precursor to any creative course in higher education, or any job demanding excellent skills in, 
planning, problem solving, communication and the ability to think in an original ways. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Component 1: Principles of Design and Technology (exam) 
2 hours 30 minutes.  50% of the A Level.  120 marks 
 

In this unit students will develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of modern design and 
manufacturing practices and contemporary design issues.  The modern designer must have a good working 
knowledge of the use of ICT and systems and control technology in the design and manufacture of products. 
This will include fundamental maths and science skills underpin the theory and practice of design for the 
future. 
 

Assessment: 

 The paper includes calculations, short-open and open-response questions. as well as extended-writing 
questions focused on: 
Á Analysis and evaluation of design decisions and outcomes, against a technical principle, for 

prototypes made by others 
Á Analysis and evaluation of wider issues in design technology, including social, moral, ethical and 

environmental impacts  

 Students must answer all questions - calculators and rulers to be used in the examination 
 
Component 2: Independent Design and Make Project   Portfolio         
In this component students are given the opportunity to apply the skills they have acquired and developed 
throughout this course of study, to design and make a product of their choice that complies with a resistant 
material or graphic product in consultation with a client  to solve a problem.   Students will develops a range 
of potential solutions which include the use of computer aided design and traditional modelling to 
development a prototype in conjunction with the opinions of the user group or client. 
Students will realise one potential solution through practical making activities with evidence of project 
management and plan for production.  This will incorporate issues related to sustainability and the impact 
their prototype may have on the environment.  Through production of a portfolio students are expected to 
analyse and evaluate design decisions and outcomes for prototypes/products made by themselves and 
others including wider issues such as social, moral, ethical and environmental impacts. 
 

Assessment: 
 

 The investigation report is internally assessed and externally moderated 

 Students will produce a substantial design, make and evaluate project which consists of a portfolio and 
a prototype 

 The portfolio will contain approximately 40 sides of A3 paper (or electronic equivalent) 

 There are four parts to the assessment listed below 
 
Part 1: Identifying Opportunities for Design 
Identification of a design problem, investigation of needs and research and specification. 
 

Part 2: Designing a Prototype 
Design ideas, development of design idea, final design solution, review of development and final design and 
communication of design ideas 
 

Part 3: Making a Prototype 
Design, manufacture and realisation of a final prototype, including tools and equipment and quality and 
accuracy 
 

Part 4: Evaluating own Design and Prototype 
Testing and evaluation 
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Design & Technology:  
Product Design 

Beths Grammar School       

 
Examination board: 

 
Pearson Edexcel 

Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade B at GCSE in Design & Technology 
Head of Department: Mr B Crutchley 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

A Level of competence in Design & Technology to at least GCSE grade B is essential or equivalent. The actual 
course of study you followed at GCSE is largely unimportant, but for Product Design, knowledge of wood, 
plastics and metals would be of benefit, and for Graphic Products the use of compliant materials and ICT 
would be of benefit.  For both courses it is also very important to be able to produce good quality 
presentations. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

This course will enable you to: 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of technological processes and systems 

 Analyse design situations and identify problems solving solutions  

 Propose innovative ideas through a variety of creative media 

 Design, make, test, evaluate and modify quality solutions and prototypes 

 Demonstrate a sound knowledge of production technologies and provide a sound basis for further 
study in Design and Technology 

 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course will appeal to students who: 

 Enjoyed Design & Technology at GCSE 

 Have an interest in how products are manufactured 

 Like to demonstrate their creativity 

 Wish to work with design software 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

Although a reasonable amount of class work will be dedicated to the production of study folders and project 
work, you will need to work individually, at home on theory work in addition to coursework.  You are also 
expected to find and read articles or books related to the subject to advance your understanding and depth 
of knowledge. Visits may be arranged to help you appreciate potential areas for study and to highlight 
actions that are taken to address relevant problems in the outside world. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

As well as students interested in a career associated with design, the course is particularly useful as a means 
of demonstrating the ability to think creatively and originally in response to problems.  As such it could be 
an excellent precursor to any creative course in higher education, or any job demanding excellent skills in, 
planning, problem solving, communication and the ability to think in an original ways. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Component 1: Principles of Design and Technology (exam) 
2 hours 30 minutes.  50% of the qualification.  120 marks 
 

In this unit students will develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of modern design and 
manufacturing practices and contemporary design issues. The modern designer must have a good working 
knowledge of the use of ICT and systems and control technology in the design and manufacture of products. 
This will include fundamental maths and science skills underpin the theory and practice of design for the 
future. 
 

Assessment: 

 The paper includes calculations, short-open and open-response questions. as well as 

 extended-writing questions focused on: 
Á Analysis and evaluation of design decisions and outcomes, against a technical principle, for 

prototypes made by others 
Á Analysis and evaluation of wider issues in design technology, including social, moral, ethical and 

environmental impacts.  

 Students must answer all questions - calculators and rulers in the examination. 
 

Component 2: Independent Design and Make Project   Portfolio         
In this component students are given the opportunity to apply the skills they have acquired and developed 
throughout this course of study, to design and make a product of their choice that comply with the 
requirements resistant material or graphic product in consultation with a client identify a problem and 
design context. 
Students will develops a range of potential solutions which include the use of computer aided design and 
traditional modelling to development a prototype in conjunction with the opinions of the user group or 
client. 
Students will realise one potential solution through practical making activities with evidence of project 
management and plan for production. This will incorporate issues related to sustainability and the impact 
their prototype may have on the environment. Through production of a portfolio students are expected to 
analyse and evaluate design decisions and outcomes for prototypes/products made by themselves and 
others including wider issues such as social, moral, ethical and environmental impacts. 
 

Assessment: 

 The investigation report is internally assessed and externally moderated. 

 Students will produce a substantial design, make and evaluate project which consists of a portfolio and 
a prototype 

 The portfolio will contain approximately 40 sides of A3 paper (or electronic equivalent) 

 There are four parts to the assessment listed below. 
 

Part 1: Identifying Opportunities for Design 
Identification of a design problem, investigation of needs and research and specification. 
 
Part 2: Designing a Prototype 
Design ideas, development of design idea, final design solution, review of development and final design and 
communication of design ideas 
 
Part 3: Making a Prototype 
Design, manufacture and realisation of a final prototype, including tools and equipment and quality and 
accuracy 
 
Part 4: Evaluating own Design and Prototype 
Testing and evaluation 
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Drama & Theatre Studies Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: WJEC Eduqas 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in English Language or English Literature and 

preferably grade 6 at GCSE in Drama 
Subject Co-ordinator: Miss S Grady 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

It is useful to have taken Drama at GCSE Level but not essential. It is important that you are interested in 
gaining a greater understanding of how theatre and plays work, and that you are keen to be involved with 
performances. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The course demands practical, creative and communication skills in almost equal measure. You will extend 
your ability to create drama and theatre, either in a performing or production role. You will also be required 
to write about drama and to develop your powers of analysis to become an informed critic. The course will 
involve taking part in drama productions, as well as studying plays and playwrights. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

You need to be curious about issues and ideas and have a creative instinct for communicating your views 
through drama. You may be keen on acting, writing or on the visual and technical side of theatre and wish 
to develop your skills in some or all of these areas. Equally you will be interested in going to the theatre to 
see plays performed by different theatre companies. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

All lessons are practical in focus. You are therefore required to maintain a detailed reflective journal as 
continuous evidence of your developing engagement with the ideas, techniques and plays under 
investigation.  The course obviously requires you to learn lines and explore the expressive potential of the 
plays set for study.  Close, careful reading of the plays and related material is necessary to support and 
enhance your practical work in class. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

This course can lead to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies and Performing Arts in Higher Education at 
degree. It can be used as part of your course to broaden your studies and may lead on to a career in the 
performing arts industries. 

The course is suitable for a wide range of degree courses in the Arts & Humanities, including English, 
Psychology, Media Studies, American Studies, European Studies, Law and Philosophy.  A qualification in 
Drama & Theatre Studies is also valued as evidence of a creative, multi-skilled individual who can actively 
engage with the extra-curricular life at university. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Overview  

This WJEC Eduqas specification is designed to promote a balance between practical theatre making and the 
theoretical understanding of drama and theatre. This stimulating and engaging course of study encourages 
learners to make connections between dramatic theory and their own practice.  

Learners study five performance texts (two complete texts and three key extracts from three different texts, 
studied in the context of the whole text) representing a range of social, historical and cultural contexts. The 
complete texts are studied for the written examination and the key extracts are divided between all three 
components.  

Learners also study two influential theatre practitioners (individuals or companies) and produce three 
performances; one text performance, one devised performance and one performance based on a creative 
reinterpretation of an extract from a text.  This content is divided as follows between the three components:  

Component 1: Theatre Workshop Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of:  

 one reinterpretation of an extract from a text, using the working methods and techniques of either an 
influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre company.  

 non-exam assessment: Internally assessed and externally moderated by WJEC -20% of qualification 
(60 marks) 

 

Component 2: Text in Action Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of:  

 one devised piece using the working methods and techniques of a second different influential theatre 
practitioner or recognised theatre company  

 one extract from a text in a contrasting style to the devised performance.  

 non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner - 40% of qualification (120 marks) 
 

Component 3: Text in Performance Learners explore: 

 two complete performance texts from different historical periods  

 one extract from a third contrasting text. Learners are given the opportunity to develop performing 
and/or design skills as appropriate to their interests and the facilities available in the centre.  

 Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes - 40% of qualification (120 marks) 

 Learners must choose one skill from the following list for each of Components 1 and 2. They may either 
choose the same skill for both Components 1 and 2, or a different skill for both Components 1 and 2:  

 performing 

 sound design  

 lighting design  

 set design (including props)  

 costume design (including hair and make-up).  
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Economics Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Maths AND Grade B in either Business Studies or 

Economics at GCSE or Grade 6 in English Language or English 
Literature 

Head of Department: Mrs T Tolhurst 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

No previous knowledge of economics is required.  However, you will need to have good communication and 
numeracy skills.  You will need to have a logical mind, be capable of handling data and take on board abstract 
concepts in order to become an effective Economics student. You will also need to be organised and be 
committed to work to deadlines. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

You will learn microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts, use theories and models to show an 
understanding of the behaviour of economic agents, and analyse and evaluate how these agents are 
affected by and respond to economic issues. 
 

 
 
What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course will appeal to students who: 
 

 Want to understand how the UK economy works 

 Want to understand how economics affect business decisions and government policies 

 Are interested in current affairs 

 Are logical thinkers 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You should be prepared to do follow-up reading each week to develop an interest in economics issues as 
reported by the media.  You will also be involved in carrying out research into various topics in order to 
further your understanding. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

The majority of students go on to Higher Education to read Economics or a joint economics based degree. 
Economists are then employed as private consultants or by central and local government and by 
organisations such as the Bank of England.  The qualification is also invaluable in careers such as 
accountancy, banking, surveying, insurance and management. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level content: 
For the A Level, students will study all of the topics shown for the AS, plus the following: 
 

Individuals, firms, markets and market failure: 

 Individual economic decision making 

 Perfect competition, imperfectly competitive markets and monopoly 

 The labour market 

 The distribution of income and wealth: poverty and inequality. 
 

The national and international economy: 

 Financial markets and monetary policy 

 Fiscal policy and supply-side policies 

 The international economy  
 
A Level assessment: The A Level has three, two hour written exams. 
Paper 1:  Markets and market failure: students answer two questions, Section A – students choose one 
context from a choice of two; Section B – students choose one context from a choice of three. 
Paper 2:  National and international economy: students answer questions, Section A – students choose one 
context from a choice of two; Section B - students choose one context from a choice of three. 
Paper 3:  Economic principles and issues: Section A- multiple choice; Section B – extended writing questions. 
 
Both specifications will assess students’ quantitative skills applied in the context of economics.  This will 
include an understanding and application of ratios, fractions, percentages, revenue and profit and other 
factors, tested across the assessment objectives.  At A Level this forms a minimum 20% of the assessment, 
and a minimum of 15% at AS. 
 
AS Level content  
For the AS Level exams, you will study the following topics: 
 

The operation of markets and market failure: 
• Economic methodology and the economic problem 
• Price determination in a competitive market 
• Production, costs and revenue  
• Competitive and concentrated markets 
• The market mechanism, market failure and government intervention in markets. 
 

The national economy: 
• The measurement of macroeconomic performance 
• How the macro economy works: the circular flow of income, AD/AS analysis, and related concepts 
• Economic performance 
• Macroeconomic policy. 

 
AS Level assessment 
The AS has two one-and-a-half hour written exams, taken at the end of the course: 
Paper 1: Operation of markets and market failure: Section A - multiple choice questions;  
Section B - students choose one context from a choice of two and answer short answer questions and 
extended writing questions. 
Paper 2: The National Economy: Section A – multiple choice questions; Section B – students choose one 
context from a choice of two and answer short answer questions and extended writing questions. 
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Electronics Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Eduqas 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 7 at GCSE in Maths AND grade 6 at GCSE in either Physics or in 

Combined Science 
Subject Co-ordinator: Mr R Morgan 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You do not need to have studied electronics at GCSE to enrol onto this course. 
 

If you have studied GCSE D&T Electronic products, GCSE Electronics or GCSE Physics (Science), you already 
have the fundamentals for which this course will reinforce and augment your knowledge, skills and 
understanding. You will need to be comfortable with simple algebra, logarithms and sin, cos and tan 
operations.  Before embarking on this course, familiarise yourself with basic circuit theory & components. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

This course is about learning the practical and theoretical skills to design, build and analyse a broad range 
of circuits, including audio systems, robotics, computers, radio and TV transmission and control systems. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course will appeal to students who: 
 

• Have enjoyed learning about Electricity-based topics in Science or Design & Technology at GCSE 
• Have an aptitude to solving problems using logical and methodical methods 
• Like to demonstrate their technical creativity 
• Want to design interfaces for computers to interact with the real world. 
• Enjoy being challenged academically 
• Are thinking about an Engineering, Computing, Robotics, Science or Digital Art degree 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

As well as classroom based activities, students will be issued with homework assignments.  These will allow 
students to apply their knowledge and understanding from work already studied, to accomplish the 
requirements of the tasks. 
 
With project activities, students are expected to spend time researching and using department facilities to 
enhance the quality and depth of their work. 
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Students of electronics tend to study Science, Engineering or Electrical Engineering courses at university. 
Possible career paths cover anything to do with Electronics and Computing, including Robotics, CAD/CAM, 
Film and TV/Radio engineering, Automotive and Aeronautical design, Mobile Communications, Scientific 
and Medical equipment design, Special Effects, Digital Art, Gaming and Virtual Reality. 
 
Electronics is accepted by all universities as a valuable academic qualification for many combinations of 
subjects. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Year 1 
 

Principles of Electronics.  40% of A level 
System synthesis (the building blocks of circuits), DC Electrical circuits, Input and output sub-systems (how 
to get your circuit to interact with the world), Energy and power, Semiconductor components, Logic 
systems, Operational amplifiers, Timing circuits, Sequential logic systems, Microcontrollers. Mains power 
supply systems.  Assessed by written examination. 
 

Design and Build & Investigate Electronic Circuits.  20% of AS level only 
This unit assesses candidates’ skills at design, building, testing and reporting on a digital, an analogue and a 
microprocessor circuit. This unit is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 
Year 2 
 

Application of electronics.  40% of A Level. 
AC circuits and passive filters, Signal conversion (between analogue and digital), Communication systems, 
Optical communication, Wireless transmission, Digital communications, Instrumentation systems 
(measuring the real world), High power switching systems (controlling large amounts of power),  Audio 
systems 
Assessed by written examination.  
 

Design, Build & Investigate Electronic Circuits.  20% of A Level. 
This A2 practical unit will assess a candidate’s ability and skill in designing, building, testing and reporting 
on two advanced electronic systems of their own choosing. The first is a microprocessor system and is worth 
29% of the unit, the second is a “substantial” system including analogue and digital electronics, and makes 
up 71% of the unit. This unit is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
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English Literature Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Pearson Edexcel 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in English Literature 
Head of Department: Ms J Bissett 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

This course cannot be taken with English Language. You will need an enjoyment of reading coupled with an 
interest in learning to analyse and communicate effectively and accurately. You will be asked to show 
understanding of how writers use form, language and structure to create a narrative within a genre. You 
must be prepared to engage in classroom discussion about texts with other learners and should be prepared 
to support the study of texts by engaging in literary theory and textual criticism. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

You will study a selection of drama, poetry and prose from different eras. You will gain an understanding of 
the significance of the author’s life, literary movements and historical factors and how those things can 
affect the narrative. You will learn to evaluate texts and use critical theory to further your understanding, 
incorporating a range of critical interpretations into your own analysis. The coursework unit will draw on 
your own literary interests, requiring a significant amount of independent research and study. 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

The course is suitable for keen and passionate readers. Students of English Literature should be dedicated, 
have a desire to widen their analytical skills and should aspire to broaden and refine debating skills. The 
subject is also suitable for those students who wish to develop their ability to construct a compelling 
argument, both orally and in writing, to further enhance communicative skills. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

Students will obviously be expected to pursue their own literary interests outside the classroom and read 
widely beyond the texts set for examination. Most essays will be written outside of class time as well as core 
reading. Students will also be expected to do a significant amount of research and independent study 
outside of lessons to prepare for class tasks and discussions. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

The course is suitable for a wide range of degree courses in the Humanities, including English, American 
Studies, European Studies, Law and Philosophy. English Literature also combines well with all arts and social 
science subjects. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level: Linear 
 
Paper 1: Drama - 9ET0/01 
Written Exam.  2hr 15mins.  30% of A Level. 
Section A: Shakespeare – one essay question, incorporating ideas from critical reading (35 marks). 
Section B: Other Drama – one essay question (25 marks). 
 
Paper 2: Prose - 9ET0/02 
Written Exam.  1 hr.  20% of A Level. 
One comparative essay question from a choice of two on thematically linked novels (40 marks). 
 
Paper 3: Poetry - 9ET0/03 
Written Exam.  2hr 15 mins.  30% of A Level. 
Section A: Post-2000 specified poetry: one comparative essay on named poem from Anthology and an 
unseen contemporary poem (30 marks). 
Section B: Pre- or post-1900 poetry: one essay question (30 marks).  
 
Coursework - 9ET0/04 
Internally assessed.  20% of A Level. Externally moderated. 
 
One extended comparative essay referring to two texts (2500-3000 words – 60 marks.) 
Chosen texts must be linked by theme, movement, author or period. Texts may be selected from poetry, 
drama, prose or literary non-fiction. 
 
AS Level 
 
Paper 1: Poetry and Drama - 8ET0/01 
Written Exam.   2hrs.  60% of AS Level. 
Section A: comparative essay on named poem from Anthology and one other of one choice (24 marks). 
Section B: one essay on studied drama text (48 marks). 
 
Paper 2: Prose 
Written Exam.  1 hr.  40% of AS Level. 
One comparative essay question from a choice of two on thematically linked novels (44 marks). 
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Film Studies Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: WJEC 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE 6 in English Language or English Literature 
Subject Co-ordinator: Mr G Russell 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You should have the required language skills as demonstrated by your GCSE English Language or English 
Literature grade 6, and a proven ability in textual study, such as in literature or humanities studies at GCSE 
Level. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

You will learn: 
 

• How a film communicates meaning and engages audiences 
• How cinema functions as a business 
• How to develop a critical understanding of audience participation as consumers, critics and fans 
• How to identify messages and values in films, with special reference to British or Irish cinema 
• How to apply your knowledge and understanding gained from textual study in the process of 

completing practical work such as storyboarding and screenwriting. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course is suitable for students with a lively interest in all types of film and the cinema experience, and 
those who enjoy expressing their opinions and justifying them.  Students of Film should be prepared to work 
collaboratively with others and to engage in on-going research and reading round the subject. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to do background reading from various sources such as books, magazines and the internet, 
and will be expected to keep a scrapbook as a record of your reading and research.  You will need to write 
analytical essays and produce practical coursework such as storyboarding and screenwriting.  You will need 
to complete homework assignments and meet the deadlines and you may be required to attend after school 
film screenings. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

This course will aid progression to undergraduate courses in Film, Media, Visual Culture and Humanities and 
will develop a range of transferable critical, analytical and research skills for application in employment. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Component 1: American and British film  
Written exam.  3 hours. 35% of A Level. 
 

This component assesses knowledge and understanding of six feature-length films.  
Section A: Classical Hollywood: One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to one US 
Hollywood Studio film.  
Section B: Hollywood since the 1960s (two-film study)  
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to two American films, one produced between 1961 
and 1990 and the other more recent.  
Section C: Contemporary American independent film  
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to one American independent film.  
Section D: British film (comparative study)  
One question from a choice of two, requiring a comparison of two British films, one produced between 
1930 and 1960 and the other more recent. 
 
Component 2: Varieties of film  
Written exam.  3 hours.  35% of A Level 
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of five feature-length films and one compilation 
of short films.  
Section A: Film movements (two-film study)  
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to at least one film from the silent era.  
Section B: Documentary film  
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to one documentary film.  
Section C: Global film (two-film study)  
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to two global films, one European and one 
produced outside Europe.  
Section D: Short film  
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to a compilation of short films.  
 
Component 3: Production  
Non-exam assessment.  30% of A Level. 
This component assesses one production and its evaluative analysis. Learners produce:  
• Either a short film (4-5 minutes) or a screenplay for a short film (1600-1800 words) and a digitally 

photographed storyboard of a key section from the screenplay  
• An evaluative analysis (1250-1500 words)  
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French Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in French 
Head of Department: Miss E Price 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

You should feel confident at this Level in the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking.  
You must also have an interest in understanding the culture and way of life of France and French-speaking 
countries. You will need to understand the concepts behind grammatical rules (for example tenses, 
adjectives, and gender).  You must have been entered for Higher Tier in all papers at GCSE.  We would 
ideally expect students to have achieved at least an A grade in both papers. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The course will help you to develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to communicate 
at a higher Level in French.  Your reading skills will develop through extensive reading, and you will be able 
to perfect your knowledge of grammar and improve the quality of your speaking and writing.  Regular 
extended listening tasks will provide you with advanced skills.  You will also learn about a wide range of 
aspects of the countries in which French is spoken. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

You should be interested in languages and communication, and enjoy learning about other cultures and 
ways of life.  You need to be interested in developing this understanding and in exploring in depth the topic 
areas that you will have covered at GCSE.  If you are interested in current affairs, history, politics, global 
issues and media and literature, then you are also likely to find the course appropriate. 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to practise all four language skills on a regular basis: You will be expected to read as much 
French as possible, work hard to develop your spoken skills and use appropriate websites suggested by your 
teachers to practise listening as well as vocabulary and grammar.  You will be expected to dedicate enough 
time to each of the skills.  Written homework is also an important part of the course. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

There will be a range of opportunities open to you. Some students choose to do degree courses in languages; 
others choose to pursue a Higher Education course in another subject, but choose a language option 
alongside it.  Having a language at A Level will certainly improve your employability, in particular with 
companies which have international branches. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

There are speaking, writing, listening and reading tests in the areas listed below.  There is no coursework 
element. 
 
A Level 

 Social Issues and trends  

 Political and Artistic culture  

 Grammar 

 A second work from a prescribed list (must be literature)  
 
AS Level 

 Social Issues and trends 

 Artistic culture 
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Geography Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Geography or 6 in English Language or English 

Literature 
Head of Department: Mr H Hegarty 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

In order to study Geography at A Level a good Geography and/or English GCSE grade is vital. A keen interest 
in the world around and an appreciation for the variety of viewpoints that exist are also a requirement.  This 
is furthered through independent learning and an interest in keeping up to date with current affairs.   
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The A Level Geography course is an enquiry based approach, focusing on people and their environments 
through issues such as: 
 

 Who is responsible for governing the world’s oceans? 

 Why do more people die in earthquakes in the poorer countries of the world? 

 How do different groups of people experience places in different ways? 
 

You will learn how to research and evaluate these, and similar topics. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

The Geography course will suit anybody with an enquiring mind, who would like to develop a variety of skills 

to investigate current issues and concerns. You will need to be numerate, and willing to use different styles 

of writing for reports. In the new specification there is now a strong statistical thread running through the 

core of the subject involving key mathematical skills such as: Spearman’s Rank Correlation Coefficient and 

Chi Squared. 

You should have an interest in what is going on around us, from the local to the global Level. Examiners are 
looking for that individual approach, and evidence that you are in touch with current affairs and events 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will be expected to undertake background reading and individual research. There will also be a fieldwork 
expedition to plan and collect data to be written up as part of Component 3: Geographical Investigation. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

The skills developed in Geography lend themselves to a wide range of professions and further study areas. 
At university you could study for a single honours university degree in Geography or combine Geography 
with another subject. Geographers are numerate, literate, communicative, and capable of making balanced 
judgements and writing cohesive reports. The all-round skills you will develop on this course are very 
valuable to employers in many fields 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Component 1: Physical Geography 
Written exam:  2 hours 30 minutes.  120 marks.  40% of A Level 

 
Section A: Water and carbon cycles 
Section B: Either Hot desert environments and their margins or Coastal systems and landscapes 
Section C: Either Hazards or Ecosystems under stress or Cold environments 
 
Component 2: Human Geography 
Written exam:  2 hours 30 minutes.  120 marks.  40% of A Level. 

Section A: Global systems and global governance 
Section B: Changing places 
Section C: Resource security  
 
Component 3: Geographical investigation 
3,000–4,000 words.  60 marks.  20% of A Level. 
Marked by teachers.  Moderated by AQA 
 
What's assessed? 
Students complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in the field. The individual 
investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student relating to any 
part of the specification content. 
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German Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE German 
Head of Department: Miss E Price 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You should feel confident at this Level in the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking. 
You must also have an interest in understanding the culture and way of life of Germany and German-
speaking countries. You will need to understand the concepts behind grammatical rules (for example tenses, 
adjectives, and gender). You must have been entered for Higher Tier in all papers at GCSE. We would ideally 
expect students to have achieved at least an A grade in both papers.  
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The course will help you to develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to communicate 
at a higher Level in German. Your reading skills will develop through extensive reading, and you will be able 
to perfect your knowledge of grammar and improve the quality of your speaking and writing. Regular 
extended listening tasks will provide you with advanced skills. You will also learn about a wide range of 
aspects of the countries in which German is spoken. 

The course is designed to: 
 

 Enable students to develop and build on the skills acquired at GCSE 

 Enhance employment prospects 

 Facilitate foreign travel 

 Provide an insight into another culture and society 

 Provide students with a sound basis for further study 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

You should be interested in languages and communication, and enjoy learning about other cultures and 
ways of life. You need to be interested in developing this understanding and in exploring in depth the topic 
areas that you will have covered at GCSE. If you are interested in current affairs, history, politics, global 
issues and media and literature, then you are also likely to find the course appropriate. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to practise all four language skills on a regular basis: You will be expected to read as much 
German as possible, work with the Foreign Language Assistant on a weekly basis to develop your spoken 
skills and use appropriate websites suggested by your teachers to practise listening as well as vocabulary 
and grammar. You will be expected to dedicate enough time to each of the skills. Written homework is also 
an important part of the course. 
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

There will be a range of opportunities open to you. Some students choose to do degree courses in 
languages; others choose to pursue a Higher Education course in another subject, but choose a language 
option alongside it. Having a language at A Level will certainly improve your employability, in particular 
with companies which have international branches. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed 

There are speaking, writing, listening and reading tests in the areas listed below. There is no coursework 
element. 
 
A Level 

 Social Issues and trends  

 Political and Artistic culture  

 Grammar 

 A second work from a prescribed list (must be literature)  
 
AS Level 

 Social Issues and trends 

 Artistic culture 

 Grammar  

 One work from a prescribed list (either a book or a film) 
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Government & Politics Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Pearson Edexcel 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in History or in English Language or English Literature 
Head of Department/ Subject 
Co-ordinator 

Mr  J Parsons/Mrs H Royal 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

Politics is a rigorous academic subject, which requires a great deal of commitment to study both in school 
and outside school.  You need to respond to a learning ethos conducive to high academic achievement and 
the high expectations the department has.  A good English language grade at GCSE is a necessity, and 
preference is also given to those who have gained a grade 6 or above in History. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The Government and Politics course will help you understand the nature of politics by giving you the 
opportunity to develop knowledge, skills and understanding in the context of the politics of the UK, including 
its local, national and European Union dimensions.  You will acquire knowledge and understanding of basic 
political ideas and develop the ability to interpret and analyse political information presented in various 
ways, and evaluate arguments, theories, values and ideologies.  You will also learn to organise and present 
a critical argument with relevance, clarity and coherence. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

The course covers many aspects of British and European politics and therefore anyone wishing to study 
Government and Politics must have a keen interest in politics in general and the power structures in society.  
An interest in current affairs is essential.  Politics affects us all and therefore any student on this course 
should want to learn, question and enquire. 
 

 
 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

The assignments set will take many formats including research; essays; questions and answers; source 
questions; data response; projects and preparation to lead seminars and give presentations.  Independent 
reading is a requirement.  You will need to read a quality daily paper regularly and watch good current affairs 
programmes on TV, especially Panorama, Newsnight and Question Time.  You need an up to date knowledge 
of current politics in order to place theories into practical situations.   
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Politics is the study of power and a qualification in Government and Politics will give you the power to 
choose any career which requires you to act independently, to have ideas and to be willing and able to put 
them into place.  By having knowledge of politics you are automatically empowered as a citizen and 
therefore well suited to a career in politics, government or law but also in business, where companies are 
increasingly looking towards politics graduates due to their communication skills.  Politics as an academic 
subject at university Level is an extremely valuable qualification. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

The aims of the Politics course are to provide you with an awareness of the structures of authority and 

power in your own and other societies and how different interests are articulated and reconciled. It covers 

political events and issues, and understanding of the main political viewpoints  

 

Paper 1: UK Politics (Paper code: 9PL0/01) 

Written exam.  2 hours.  33⅓ % of the A Level. 

Content overview: 

1. Political Participation, students will study: 

Democracy and participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour and the media. 

2. Core Political Ideas, students will study: 

Conservatism, liberalism, socialism. 

 

Paper 2: UK Government (Paper code: 9PL0/02) 

Written exam.  2 hours.  33⅓ % of the qualification. 

Content overview: 

1. UK Government, students will study: 

The constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and executive, relationships between the branches. 

2. Optional Political Ideas, students will study: 

One idea from the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism, nationalism. 

 

Paper 3: Global Politics (Paper code: 9PL0 3B) 

Written exam.  2 hours.  33⅓ % of the qualification. 

Content overview: 

Theories of Global Politics, sovereignty and globalisation, global governance: political and economic, global 

governance: human rights and environmental, power and developments. 
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History Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in History or in English Language or English Literature 
Head of Department: Mr J Parsons 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

In order to study History at A Level a good History and/or English GCSE grade is a vital. An interest in history 
and a willingness to read a range of material critically is also important.  Independent learning and an 
appreciation for the value of learning are also a requirement on the History course. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

You will learn to: 
 

 Acquire and effectively communicate knowledge and understanding of selected periods of history 

 Develop an understanding of historical terms and concepts 

 Explore the significance of events, individuals, issues and societies in history 

 Understand the nature of historical evidence and the methods used by historians in analysis and 
evaluation 

 Develop an understanding of how the past has been interpreted and represented 

 Develop an understanding of the nature of historical study 

 Develop your interest in and enthusiasm for history. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

Any student with a genuine interest in History and the skills associated with History will enjoy this course.  
Students who wish to question, analyse and learn about the past and how it has affected our future should 
take this course.  Anyone with an enquiring mind and an ability to write critically is suitable for History at AS 
and A Level. 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

The assignments set in History will take many formats, these are just a few:  
 

Research; essays; questions and answers; source questions; data response; projects; preparation to lead 
seminars and give presentations. Independent reading is a key requirement.  
 

The reading of both set texts and wider reading is essential to gain an in-depth knowledge of the time 
periods covered and to understand the different ways in which the past has been interpreted. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

History is an excellent academic qualification to possess. By its very nature, the subject is about enquiry and 
analysis of information.  Any career which requires the analysis of information will be open to someone with 
these critical skills; examples are careers in law, business, marketing, and management.  History as a 
qualification is highly thought of by universities because at the heart of it is the ability to communicate 
fluently and with clarity, using knowledge and understanding. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 
 
A Level 
 
Paper 1 The Making of a Superpower: USA 1865- 1975 
Written exam.  2 hours 30 minutes.  40% of A Level. 
 
 
Paper 2 The Making of Modern Britain 1951- 2007 
Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes - 40% of A Level. 
 
 
Paper 3 Historical Investigation France in Revolution 1774-1815  
Externally assessed - 20% of A Level. 
 
The origins of the French Revolution, 1774–1789 
The Experiment in Constitutional Monarchy, 1789–1792 
The emergence and spread of the Terror, September 1792–1795 
The Directory and Napoleon's rise to power, 1795–1799 
The impact of Napoleon's rule on France, 1799–1815 
The impact of Napoleon's rule on Europe, 1799–1815 
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Law Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in English Language or English Literature 
Head of Department: Mr J McCartin 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

There are no specific requirements for the Law course, however it will help if you enjoy debating and 
keeping up to date with current affairs.  It will prove useful if you have a logical mind capable of analysing 
and solving case studies.  You must be prepared to have an articulate and critical approach to a variety of 
issues as you will be expected to read and interpret legislation and detailed trial judgments.  You may also 
enjoy participating in a ‘mock trial’.   
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

You will learn: 
 

 About the structure of the legal system and legal institutions in England, how law is made and enforced 

 To understand how disputes are resolved ranging from the courts through to tribunals and negotiation 

 Criminal law, Offences Against the Person, the law of tort and sentencing 

 To apply your knowledge of law to given factual situations 

 To solve legal problem using Tort, Contract and Criminal Law 

 
All this will assist you in developing the fundamental legal skill of thinking critically, analytically and precisely.  
This will then allow you to express yourself accurately and logically in written assignments where you are 
asked to apply your knowledge of law to scenarios and reach an informed and reasoned conclusion. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course is NOT exclusive to those students who want to go on to study Law at University and become 
solicitors or advocates. Law is a subject which is extremely versatile and well suited to the field of politics, 
banking, finance and accountancy. This course IS exclusive to those students who are: motivated, 
hardworking and committed.  You must be willing to develop new skills, have an enquiring mind and have 
the ability to think and write critically.  Subjects which compliment Law at A Level are: History, Government 
and Politics, Sociology, Economics and Modern Foreign Languages. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to read cases and their judgments and carry out research into various legal principles to further 
your understanding.  You will need to complete the homework assignments set weekly, which are designed 
to assist your learning and show you can evaluate case studies legally and compose a critical legal response, 
within the set deadlines.  You will need to be organised and prepared to review your notes regularly in order 
to keep up with the pace of the course.  You may participate in ‘mock trials’.   
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Of course you can go on to study Law at university and become a solicitor or a barrister, however because 
the Law A Level permits you to acquire and develop such a range of transferable and versatile skills you can 
also follow other routes and enter the political, business or banking fields. Whatever career path you choose 
your Law qualification will illustrate to potential universities or employers that you possess logical, analytical 
thought have a balanced approach to intricate concepts and that you have an interest in a broad spectrum 
of issues.  
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

Written Examinations: 

Paper 1: 
The nature of Law and the English Legal System. 
Criminal law: Assault, Battery, ABH and GBH. The Course will also look at Murder and Property offences  
 
Paper 2: 
The nature of the Legal System and Tort  
Statutory Interpretation, Delegated Legislation, Courts, Nature of Law and Negligence  
 
Paper 3 
Law of Contract 
Offer/Acceptance/Intention to Create legal relations/Consideration, Terms and Breach. 
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Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics 

Beths Grammar School       

 
Examination board: 

 
Pearson Edexcel 

Available Levels: A level 
Minimum Entry 
Requirements: 
Mathematics:  
Further Mathematics: 

 
 
Grade 7 or above at GCSE in Mathematics 
Grade 8/9 at GCSE Mathematics 

Head of Department: Mr G Thompson 
  

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

Students are requested to state on their application forms whether they wish to take Mathematics or both 
Mathematics and Further Mathematics in Year 12.  It is not possible to take only Further Mathematics as an 
option choice.  
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

You will learn to use your knowledge of mathematical facts, concepts and techniques in a variety of contexts.  
You will construct rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs through use of precise statements, logical 
deduction and inference and by manipulation of mathematical expressions.  You will use your knowledge 
of standard mathematical models to represent situations in the real world; recognise and understand given 
representations involving standard models and learn to discuss the assumptions made and how to refine 
the models.  You will use the results of calculations to make predictions or comment on the context and, 
where appropriate, read critically and comprehend longer mathematical arguments or examples of 
applications. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

Mathematics will be an integral part of many subject combinations and as such is suitable for students with 
an interest in the earth sciences of physics, biology and chemistry, the social sciences of psychology and 
sociology, the humanities subjects of geography, history and economics.  It is also useful for students of art 
and music. 
 

You will need to have good problem solving techniques and be able to ‘grind out’ solutions that may not 
be readily apparent. 
 

Further Mathematics is for the most able mathematicians who are considering a career in mathematics 
or the Sciences. 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to maintain your subject knowledge at all times.  You will need to practise regularly in order 
to remain competent.  You will need to be well organised to keep up with the pace of the work and be 
prepared to put in the necessary time at the beginning of the course to acquire the necessary mathematical 
study skills. 
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Mathematics is a prized and valuable qualification.  It provides the necessary support for many university 
courses, including medicine, human geography, biology, architecture, engineering, accounting, psychology, 
sociology, computer science and environmental studies. 
 

Further mathematics is required by a number of Universities for Science and Mathematics courses. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed?  

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 
Mathematics and Further Mathematics at A Level are divided into three main areas: Core, Mechanics, 
Statistics. 
 
Core Mathematics is the natural extension to GCSE, and ideas such as algebra and trigonometry are 
extended and new topics such as calculus are introduced and explored. It is theoretical, but is expected to 
explain ‘real-life’ situations. 
 
Mechanics is the study of the motion of objects and how they respond to forces acting upon them. Many 
of the ideas found in mechanics are used in the fields of cybernetics, robotics, sports science, design & 
technology, engineering and physics. 
 
Statistics is the analysis and representation of information along with the ability to justify your conclusions. 
You will extend your knowledge of probability to include distributions and perform significance tests to 
further your statistical processing skills. 
 
Students who opt to take Further Mathematics as well as Mathematics will look into these areas in much 
greater depth over the 2 year course.  They will be studying both Mathematics and Further Mathematics at 
the same time over the 2 years. 
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Music Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Pearson Edexcel 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Music or Grade 5 ABRSM or Guildhall or Trinity 

Practical and Theory 
Subject Co-ordinator: Ms K Marriott 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

In order to study Music at A Level, a good grade at Music GCSE is essential, as is a sound performance 
background.  Passes in Associated Board, Guildhall or Trinity College of Music Examinations at Grade 5 or 
above will help you secure good results in the performance units at both AS and A2Level.  Experience of 
performing with others in groups is also an imperative.  The wider your listening experience the better, as 
this will ensure that you have aural knowledge of the range of genres of music that is required at this Level. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

AS and A Level music courses offer you opportunities to extend your performance skills as a soloist and as 
a member of a group.  Practice in the development of musical techniques of composition in a wide range of 
styles and genres are an integral part of the course, as is the development of listening and other aural skills.  
The course is a well-balanced and accessible course of study in Music which will enable you to develop skills 
and challenge and extend them.   
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

Any student prepared to study and apply him or herself diligently is capable of securing a satisfactory grade 
in Music at A Level.  Students wishing to pursue a career in music should consider taking Music at both 
Levels.  Music demands the same requirements of rigour and application as any other subject, but it also 
has its own technical requirements of vocabulary and skills, and students who do well are those who are 
prepared to recognise these essential requirements. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You should read about and listen to as wide a range of music as possible.  Study of music beyond that 
specified in the course is a prerequisite for achieving a good grade.  Knowledge and experience of music 
from a wide range of genres and periods will equip you with the background necessary for a fuller 
understanding of music and the skills and experience to answer the questions which are set as part of the 
Listening and Appraising and the Aural examinations.  You must not forget that time for practice and regular 
lessons must be built into your work schedule.   
 

Demands of the Performance Unit of the course can only be met if you practise for 30 minutes per day 
and receive professional lessons outside school.   
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

The choice of Music as a subject for study is looked upon favourably by higher education establishments, as 
it demonstrates in students a willingness to engage in cultural activities.  This shows that the student has 
interests beyond that which are purely utilitarian.  Success in Music gives students the opportunity to extend 
their education in Music at Colleges of Music and at Universities offering degree programmes in Music.  
 
For those wishing to teach, opportunities exist to pursue joint degree courses in Music and another subject 
e.g. Mathematics.  The wide range of transferable skills will enable students to enter College or University 
confident in their ability to succeed in whatever path they choose to follow. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level 
 

Component 1: Performing 
Externally assessed.  60 Marks.  30% of the A Level. 
Assessment: A public performance of one or more pieces, performed as a recital.  Performance can be 
playing or singing solo, in an ensemble, improvising, or realising music using music technology.  The total 
performance time across all pieces must be a minimum of 8 minutes.   
 
Component 2: Composing  
Externally assessed.  60 Marks.  30% of the A Level. 
Assessment: Total of two compositions, one to a brief set by Pearson Edexcel and one either free 
composition or also to a brief.  One composition must be from either a list of briefs related to the areas of 
study, or a free composition, carrying 40 marks for this component.  This composition must be at least 4 
minutes in duration.  One composition must be from a list of briefs assessing compositional technique, 
carrying 20 marks for this component.  This composition must be at least 1 minute in duration, unless the 
brief specifies a longer minimum duration.  Total time across both submissions must be a minimum of 6 
minutes. 
 
Component 3: Appraising  
Externally assessed.  100 marks.  40% of the A Level. 
Assessment: One written paper of 2 hours comprising of two sections:  
Section A: Three questions related to the set works (audio and skeleton score provided) and a short dictation 
based question. (50 Marks) 
Section B: Two essay questions – Essay one (20 marks) asks students to draw links from their study of the 
set works to the music heard as an unfamiliar extract. Essay two (30 marks) gives a choice of three questions 
that ask students to evaluate the musical elements, context and language of one set work.  
 
AS Level 
 

The AS Level qualification follows the same format as A Level; consisting of the three components of 
Performing, Composing and Appraising.  The requirements however for each component are reduced, with 
shorter performances and compositions to submit and a lower number of set works to study for the written 
paper. 
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Music Technology Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Pearson Edexcel 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Music if studied OR grade 6 at GCSE in English 

Language or English Literature 
Subject Co-ordinator  Mr C Penfold 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

In order to study Music Technology at A Level, a good grade at Music GCSE is advantageous, but a GCSE in 

Music isn’t essential.  The new syllabus is less focussed on musical performance ability and concentrates 

much more on the practical topics within audio engineering. 

A sound performance background is not essential but preferred. Passes in Associated Board, Guildhall or 

Trinity College of Music Examinations at Grade 5 or above are also of benefit if you are to secure good results 

in the A Level.  The wider your listening experience the better, as this will ensure that you have aural 

knowledge of the range of genres of music that is required at this Level.  However, if you have any questions 

about your suitability or feel that you do not meet any or all of these requirements, please speak to the HoD 

for advice and guidance. 

Please note: Basic keyboard skills are essential for this course and you will therefore be tested/assessed on 

this by a member of staff from the Music department. 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

A Level music technology courses offer you opportunities to extend your music technology skills.  You will 

learn how to differentiate between different items of recording studio equipment as well as learning their 

individual characteristics. You will develop your ability to use software to a professional standard in order 

to record and edit both audio and MIDI. Students will also develop take on the role of a music producer and 

develop production techniques associated with sound engineering. 

Students will also analyse the development of technology and its influence on music creation from the 

1930’s to the present day. 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

Any student with a genuine interest in Music Technology and who possesses the skills associated with Music 

Technology and whom may want to work in the media industry will enjoy this course.  Students who wish 

to question, analyse and learn about Music Technology and studio engineering should take this course.  

Anyone with an enquiring mind and an ability to write critically is suitable for Music Technology at A Level. 

An interest in and experience of a wide range of music is necessary so that students can assess critically, the 

music they are recording, sequencing or creating.  Knowledge of music, music theory and practical skills is 

advantageous. 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

The assignments set in Music Technology will take many formats, these are just a few: research; essays; 
listening to a wide range of different music, etc. Independent reading is a requirement. You should 
endeavour to read about and listen to as wide a range of music as possible.  Study of music and music 
technology beyond that specified in the course is a prerequisite for achieving a good grade. You will be 
expected to keep up to date with current trends within the recording industry. 
Knowledge and experience of music from a wide range of genres and periods will equip you with the 
background necessary for a fuller understanding of music and the skills and experience to answer the 
questions which are set as part of the Listening and Appraising and the Aural examinations. 
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Music Technology is an excellent academic qualification to possess. By its very nature, the subject is about 
enquiry, analysis of information and critical listening. 
The experience you gain in controlling the recording environment and work in the use of sequencing 
software, will equip you with the basic knowledge and understanding of the Music business associated with 
Music Technology.  You will have developed acute listening skills which will enable you to listen critically to 
recordings and to the effects possible to create effective recordings. 
Successful students have gained entry to Music Technology courses at higher Level at College or University.  
This course will enable you to develop a variety of skills that are favourable in the work environment, such 
as, listening, analytical, team work and organisational skills. 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level 

Component 1: Recording 
Externally assessed.  60 Marks.  20% of the A Level. 

 One recording, chosen from a list of 10 songs provided by Pearson, consisting of a minimum of five     
compulsory instruments and two additional instruments, released on our website on 1st June in the 
calendar year preceding the year in which the qualification is to be awarded. 

 Keyboard tracks may be sequenced. 

 Total time must be between 3 minutes and 3½ minutes. 

 Logbook and authentication form must be supplied. 
 

Component 2: Technology-based composition 
Externally assessed.  60 Marks.  20% of the A Level. 

 One technology-based composition chosen from three briefs set by Pearson released on our website on 
1st September in the calendar year preceding the year in which the qualification is to be awarded. 

 Synthesis and sampling/audio manipulation and creative effects use must be included. 

 Total time must be 3 minutes. 

 Logbook and authentication form must be supplied. 
 

Component 3: Listening and Analysing 
Written examination externally assessed.  75 Marks.  25% of the A Level. 

 This paper comprises two sections: A and B and all questions are compulsory. 

 One audio CD with the unfamiliar commercial recordings to accompany questions on the paper will be 
provided per student. 

 Section A: Listening and analysing (40 marks) – four questions, each based on unfamiliar commercial 
recordings supplied by Pearson (10 marks each). 

 Section B: Extended written responses (35 marks) – two essay questions. One comparison question, 
which uses two unfamiliar commercial recordings from the CD (15 marks). The second essay uses the 
final unfamiliar commercial recording on the CD (20 marks). 

 

Component 4: Producing and Analysing 
Written practical examination externally assessed. 105 Marks.  35% of the A Level. 

 This paper comprises two sections: A and B and all questions are compulsory. 

 Each student will be provided with a set of audio/MIDI materials for the practical element of the 
examination, to include: audio files relating to three instrumental/vocal parts; a single MIDI file from 
which a fourth instrumental part will be created or synthesised. 

 Students will correct and then combine the audio and MIDI materials to form a completed mix, which 
may include creating new tracks or parts from the materials provided. 

 Section A: Producing and analysing (85 marks) – five questions related to the audio and MIDI materials 
provided that include both written responses and practical tasks. 

 Section B: Extended written response (20 marks) – one essay focusing on a specific mixing scenario, 
signal path, effect or music technology hardware unit. 
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Physical Education Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: OCR 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Physical Education or in Biology, Sociology or 

Psychology 
Head of Department: Mr N Temple 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

All students from Beths entering the course require a good pass at GCSE in PE.  Students from other 
schools should have either a PE qualification or a good pass in Biology or Psychology as well as a strong 
interest in sport. Candidates should be of a high standard in a sport of their choice, and sustained 
participation at club level is essential. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

You will learn to analyse and discuss key issues in sport such as the ever increasing importance of media in 
sport and the issues such as drug use and deviance that occur as a result of the need to win at all costs.  You 
will also develop your knowledge of anatomy and physiology and how the body works during exercise 
exploring the importance of training and ergogenic aids.  Finally we will look at the psychology of sport and 
what it is that make us who we are in sport.  Top sports psychologists will tell you that it is in the mind that 
all sports are won and lost. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

You should have a keen interest in sport and have the ability to develop your own performance outside the 
curriculum.  The ability to develop reasoned argument and challenge stereotypes are an integral part of the 
course and you need to have the ability to undertake independent study and contribute to classroom 
discussion by presenting the opinions you have formed in the course of your individual research. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

A great deal of the work for the course needs to be undertaken through private study.  In particular it is 
important that you undertake background reading to develop your knowledge of sport in society and which 
can be built upon and developed in lessons and extended through homework. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

A number of students following the course at the moment are working towards degree courses and careers 
in areas such as Sport and Exercise Science, Sport Psychology and Physiotherapy, and these are also closely 
linked to most areas of the curriculum studied during this course. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

The A Level is divided into four components. Each component is further sub divided into topic areas.  
 

Component 1: Physiological factors affecting performance.  
 

This includes;  
Applied anatomy and physiology and how the body performs during exercise. Exercise physiology where we 
explore the adaptations to the body that occur as a result of training and Biomechanics and the ability to 
apply this to their chosen sport. 
 

Component 2: Psychological factors affecting performance.   
 

This includes: 
Skill acquisition and the study of how we learn new motor programmes.   
Sports psychology, where you will also look at the factors that affect performance, from our personality to 
what makes us aggressive. 
 

Component 3: Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport. 
 

This includes: 
Sport and Society and the Contemporary issues in physical activity and sport, looking at the origins of sport 
and the factors that have driven the changing nature of sport in the modern day. 
 
Component 4: Performance in physical education 
 

This includes: 
Performance or coaching of an activity. Candidates can choose from a wide range of activities and have the 
option of performing or coaching in their chosen role.  
The Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for Improvement (EAPI). This is assessed through an oral 
presentation where candidates will need to demonstrate the ability to apply the theoretical aspects of the 
course through the observation of a practical situation. This synoptic element to the assessment of A Level 
Physical Education will be assessed in each component. 
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Physics Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: OCR 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements: Grade 7 at GCSE in Maths AND either grade 7 at GCSE in Physics or 

grade 8 in Combined Science 

Head of Subject: Mr N Avery 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You will require a deep understanding of the topics covered during your GCSE Physics course and strong 

mathematical skills, including a secure knowledge of algebra.  The entry requirement is a grade 7 in GCSE 

Physics due to the challenge and academic rigour that A Level Physics demands.  A high level of 

mathematical ability is also essential, and students who also study AS or A Level Mathematics will find this 

helpful in the study of A Level Physics. 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

Unlike other sciences, Physics has no limits - everything in your life, on this planet, other planets, to the far 
reaches of the Universe and beyond is in Physics’ job description.  The A Level Physics course is divided into 
topics, each covering different key concepts of Physics. As you progress through the course you will build 
on your knowledge of the laws of Physics, applying your understanding to solve problems on topics ranging 
from sub-atomic particles to the entire Universe.  The Practical Endorsement will also support the 
development of your practical skills. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

Do you want to investigate the limits of space, the beginning of time and everything in between?  How 
about understanding how the technology around you works?  Want to save the planet or maybe just help 
people get better when they are ill?  Or maybe you don’t care about any of this and just want to earn lots 
of money?  Well it doesn’t really matter.  Whatever you do the knowledge and skills you gain by studying 
Physics will be useful. Physics is more than just a subject - it trains your brain to think beyond boundaries.  
To manage this you will need to be mathematically able, prepared to work hard, do a lot of self-study and 
be committed to the course. 

 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Astrophysicist? Weather Forecaster? Renewable Energy Manager? Surgeon? Clinical Scientist? TV 
Producer? Sound Engineer? Solicitor? Architect? Financial Analyst?.. In the technological world in which we 
live knowledge of Physics is essential, no matter what career you follow.  Physics is needed for all branches 
of Computer Science and Engineering, be it civil, mechanical, automotive or aeronautical.  It is also widely 
accepted in the world of science and technology, business, banking and accountancy as well as for work in 
the media.  With a qualification in Physics you might just as easily become a bank manager or accountant 
as an engineer. 
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What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

Throughout the course you will be expected to complete homework assignments which are designed to 
assist your learning and apply your knowledge.  This will involve research and background reading on the 
topics covered.  You will also be expected to be pro-active in personal study, to include downloading work 
from Fronter and constant revision of the work covered. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

There are three written examination papers, ‘Modelling physics’, ‘Exploring physics’ and ‘Unified physics’. 
The first two papers are 2 hours 15 minutes each and the third paper 1 hour 30 minutes. There is also an 
internally assessed practical endorsement. 
 

The course is divided into six modules. ‘Modelling physics’ assesses modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. ‘Exploring physics’ 
assesses modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. ‘Unified physics’ assesses all six modules. All examination papers will also 
include synoptic assessment. 
 

Module 1 - Development of practical skills in physics 

 Practical skills that are assessed in the written examination papers 

 Practical skills that are assessed in the practical endorsement (internally assessed but does not 
contribute to overall qualification grade) 

 

Module 2 - Foundations of physics 

 Physical quantities and units 

 Making measurements and analysing data 

 Nature of quantities 
 

Module 3 - Forces and motion 

 Motion 

 Forces in action 

 Work, energy and power 

 Materials 

 Newton’s laws of motion and momentum 
 

Module 4 - Electrons, waves and photons 

 Charge and current 

 Energy, power and resistance 

 Electrical circuits 

 Waves 

 Quantum physics 
 

Module 5 - Newtonian world and astrophysics 

 Thermal physics 

 Circular motion 

 Oscillations 

 Gravitational fields 

 Astrophysics and cosmology 
 

Module 6 - Particles and medical physics 

 Capacitors 

 Electric fields 

 Electromagnetism 

 Nuclear and particle physics 

 Medical imaging 
 

At AS Level there are two written examination papers, ‘Breadth in physics’ and ‘Depth in physics’, each of 
90 minutes in length.  The course is divided into four modules and all four modules are examined in both of 
the examination papers. Both examination papers will also include synoptic assessment. 
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Psychology Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum  Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in English Language, or English Literature, or in 

Psychology AND grade 6 in a Science  
Head of Department: Mr J Parsons 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

Whilst Psychology is essentially a Science subject, it also requires many of the skills essential to the 
humanities (such as an ability to critically analyses the work of others and précis this into your own words).  
It can therefore be regarded as a bridge between the two areas.  Successful students must be able to express 
themselves succinctly in the written form AND have the ability to use and interpret statistical data. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

This specification has been designed to provide a broad introduction to the scope and nature of 
psychology as a science.  The emphasis is on applying knowledge and understanding rather than just 
acquiring knowledge, thereby developing students’ transferable skills of analysis, evaluation and critical 
thinking. 
 

At AS, the specification offers a broad range of topics, with research methods in context.  At A2, there is a 
range of topic-based options which bring together explanations from different approaches and engage 
students in issues and debates in contemporary psychology. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

A keen interest into people or more precisely what makes them ‘tick’ is essential. You should also be 
prepared to work hard and question everything.  

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to read around the subject out of lesson time. You should also have an awareness for 
contemporary psychological issues by reading a quality newspaper and watching documentaries and the 
news. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

This course provides suitable foundation for further study of psychology or related subjects at university 
Level.  The material studied would also complement those who want to study Biology, Business Studies, 
Sociology or PE. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level 
 
Paper 1 Introductory Topics in Psychology 
 
Written exam: 2 hours comprising 33.3% of A Level. 

 Social Influence 

 Memory 

 Attachment 

 Psychopathology 
 
Paper 2 Psychology in Context 
 
Written exam.  2 hours.  33.3% of A Level. 

 Approaches to Psychology 

 Biopsychology 

 Research Methods 
 
Paper 3 Issues and Options: 
 
Written exam: 2 hours comprising 33.3% of A Level. 
Students will study one from each of the following three options: 
 
Option 1 – Relationships, Gender, Cognition and Development 
Option 2 – Schizophrenia, Eating Behaviour, Stress 
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Religious Studies Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: Eduqas 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 GCSE in Religious Studies or in English Language or English 

Literature 
Head of Department/ Subject 
Co-ordinator: 

Mr J Parsons / Mr R Law 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

Whilst GCSE Religious Studies is extremely useful as a foundation for A Level studies, students should be 
aware that at this Level the subject is examined by essay style questions with reference to key philosopher, 
ethicists and theologians rather than simply encouraging students to express their own individual views and 
opinions.  Students should have a basic understanding of the core Christian beliefs.  
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The exam is split up into three sections of equal weighting: 
  

A Study of Religion: There are four themes within the study of Christianity: religious figures and sacred texts; 
religious concepts and religious life; significant social and historical developments in religious thought; 
religious practices and religious identity. 
 

Philosophy of Religion: There will be four themes within this component: arguments for the existence of 
God; challenges to religious belief; religious experience; religious language. 
 

Religion and Ethics: There will be four themes within this component: ethical thought; deontological ethics; 
teleological ethics; determinism and free will. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

The Religious Studies course will suit anybody with an enquiring mind, who would like to develop a variety 
of skills to investigate current and historical issues and concerns. Y ou will need to be prepared to adopt a 
critical and academic approach, and be willing to study religion from textual, theological, historical, ethical 
and philosophical perspectives.  You should have an interest in the influence of religion on what is going on 
around us, from the local to the global Level.  Examiners are looking for an individual approach, and evidence 
that you are in touch with current affairs and events. 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will be expected to undertake background reading, and individual research.  Examiners expect students 
to demonstrate a broad understanding of concepts which can be gained by independent studies outside the 
classroom. 
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What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

The skills developed in Religious Studies lend themselves to a wide range of professions and further study 
areas. You will have demonstrated that you are literate, communicative, and capable of making balanced 
judgements and writing cohesive reports.  The all-round skills you will develop on this course are very 
valuable to employers in many fields, most notably Law and Medicine. 
 

 

What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level  
 
Component 1: A Systematic Study of Christianity. 
Religious figures and sacred texts; religious concepts; the church; Christian practices. 
 
Component 2: Philosophy of Religion  
Arguments for the existence of God; the problem of suffering and evil; religious experience; religious 
language. 
 
Component 3: Religion and Ethics  
Ethical language and thought; Deontological ethics; Teleological ethics; freewill and determinism. 
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Sociology Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in English Language, or English Literature 
Head of Department: Mr Parsons 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

Sociology is a rigorous academic subject, which requires a great deal of commitment to study both in and 
outside school.  You need to respond to a learning ethos conducive to high academic achievement and the 
high expectations the department has.  A good English language grade at GCSE is a necessity, and preference 
is also given to those who have gained a grade B or above in History. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The Sociology course will help you understand human society by giving you the opportunity to develop 
knowledge and understanding of contemporary sociological debates, theories and methods.  You will reflect 
on your own experiences and develop skills that will enhance your ability to participate more effectively in 
adult life.  You will build upon an understanding of basic sociological ideas such as culture, norms, values, 
status, role and socialisation and learn to tackle issues such as why we live in families and why we have rich 
and poor.  You will develop the ability to interpret and analyse information presented in various ways, and 
learn to evaluate arguments, theories, values and ideologies.  You will also learn to organise and present a 
critical argument with relevance, clarity and coherence. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

This course aims to provide an understanding of the world around you and, therefore, anyone wishing to 
study Sociology must have a keen interest in our society in general and the power structures and inequalities 
that many people take for granted.  An interest in current affairs is also essential as is an ability to question 
the presence of said institutions and inequalities.  Any student on this course should want to learn, question 
and enquire. 
 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

The assignments set will take many formats including research, essays, questions and answers, source 
questions, data response, projects and preparation to lead seminars and give presentations.  Independent 
reading is a requirement. You will need to read a quality daily paper regularly and watch good current affairs 
programmes on TV, especially Panorama, Newsnight and Question Time.  You need an up to date knowledge 
of current affairs in order to place theories into practical situations.   
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Sociology is the study of individuals in social groups and will give you the ability to perform in any job that 
requires good analytical and communication skills, and independent thought and action.  Therefore, in 
addition to roles in social and welfare, research and social policy, individuals who undertake the course will 
have a grounding in skills that all sectors from business management to medicine and law increasingly 
require. Sociology is an academic subject at university Level and an extremely valuable qualification. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

A Level 
 
Paper 1 Education with Theory and Methods  
Written exam.  2 hours.  33.3% of A Level. 

 Education: short answer and extended writing  

 Methods in Context: extended writing 

 Theory and Methods: extended writing 
 
Paper 2 Topics in Sociology 
Written exam.  2 hours.  33.3% of A Level. 

 Families and Households 

 Beliefs in Society 
 
Paper 3 Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 
2 hour written exam comprising 33.3% of A Level. 
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Spanish Beths Grammar School       

Examination board: AQA 
Available Levels: A Level 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 at GCSE in Spanish 
Head of Department: Miss E Price 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

You should feel confident at this Level in the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking. 
You must also have an interest in understanding the culture and way of life of Spain and Spanish-speaking 
countries. You will need to understand the concepts behind grammatical rules (for example tenses, 
adjectives, and gender). You must have been entered for Higher Tier in all papers at GCSE. We would ideally 
expect students to have achieved at least an A grade in both papers. 
 

 

What will I learn on this course?  

The course will help you to develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to communicate 
at a higher Level in Spanish. Your reading skills will develop through extensive reading, and you will be 
able to perfect your knowledge of grammar and improve the quality of your speaking and writing. Regular 
extended listening tasks will provide you with advanced skills. You will also learn about a wide range of 
aspects of the countries in which Spanish is spoken. 
 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for? 

You should be interested in languages and communication, and enjoy learning about other cultures and 
ways of life. You need to be interested in developing this understanding and in exploring in depth the topic 
areas that you will have covered at GCSE. If you are interested in current affairs, history, politics, global 
issues and media and literature, then you are also likely to find the course appropriate. 

 

 

What kind of work will I need to do outside lessons?  

You will need to practise all four language skills on a regular basis: You will be expected to read as much 
Spanish as possible, work with the Foreign Language Assistant on a weekly basis to develop your spoken 
skills and use appropriate websites suggested by your teachers to practise listening as well as vocabulary 
and grammar. You will be expected to dedicate enough time to each of the skills. Written homework is also 
an important part of the course. 
 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

There will be a range of opportunities open to you. Some students choose to do degree courses in languages; 
others choose to pursue a Higher Education course in another subject, but choose a language option 
alongside it. Having a language at A Level will certainly improve your employability, in particular with 
companies which have international branches. 
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What is the course content and how is it assessed? 

There are speaking, writing, listening and reading tests in the areas listed below.  There is no coursework 
element. 
 
A Level 
 

 Social Issues and trends  

 Political and Artistic culture  

 Grammar 

 A second work from a prescribed list (must be literature)  
 
AS Level 
 

 Social Issues and trends 

 Artistic culture 

 Grammar  

 One work from a prescribed list (either a book or a film) 
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Destinations of Year 13 Leavers in 2017 
 

Destination Course Placed  

Aston Social Science (Foundation Programme) 
 

Aston Pharmacy 
 

Aston Pharmacy 
 

Aston Psychology 
 

Bath Natural Sciences (with Professional Placement) 
 

Bath Pharmacology 
 

Birmingham Chemical Engineering (International Study) (4 years) 
 

Birmingham Economics 
 

Birmingham English 
 

Birmingham Political Science and International Relations 
 

Bournemouth Business Studies 
 

Brighton Pharmacy with Integrated Foundation Year 
 

Bristol English and Philosophy 
 

Bristol Medicine - MBChB Standard entry (5 years) 
 

Brunel Aerospace Engineering 
 

Brunel Business and Management (Accounting) with Placement Year 

Brunel Economics 
 

Brunel Economics and Accounting 
 

Brunel Industrial Design and Technology with Professional Practice 

Brunel Mechanical Engineering (4 years) 
 

Brunel Physiotherapy 
 

Canterbury Christ Church Advertising/Marketing (with Professional Placement) 
 

Canterbury Christ Church Geography Yes 

Canterbury Christ Church Primary Education, Lower Primary (3-7), QTS 
 

Canterbury Christ Church Primary Education, Upper Primary (5-11), QTS 
 

Canterbury Christ Church Sociology Yes 

Central Lancashire  Computer Games Development 
 

Central Lancashire  Studio and Live Music Production 
 

Chester Accounting and Finance (4 year) 
 

Chichester History 
 

City (London) International Political Economy 
 

Coventry Civil Engineering 
 

Coventry Quantity Surveying and Commercial Management 
 

East Anglia Biomedicine 
 

East Anglia Chemistry 
 

East Anglia Psychology 
 

Essex Accounting and Finance 
 

Essex Accounting and Finance (Including Placement Year) 
 

Essex Actuarial Science (Including Foundation Year) 
 

Essex Business Management 
 

Essex Business Management (Including Placement Year) 
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Essex Creative Writing (Including Year Abroad) 
 

Essex Criminology with Social Psychology Yes 

Essex Law 
 

Essex Psychology 
 

Essex Psychology (Including Year Abroad) 
 

Exeter Economics with Industrial Experience 
 

Exeter Politics 
 

Glasgow Electronics and Electrical Engineering 
 

Goldsmiths Sociology 
 

Greenwich Civil Engineering 
 

Greenwich Forensic Science with Criminology 
 

Greenwich Paramedic Science 
 

Greenwich Primary Education 
 

Greenwich Primary Education 
 

Greenwich Primary Education 
 

Heriot-Watt  Economics 
 

Hertfordshire Astrophysics 
 

Hertfordshire Law 
 

Imperial Chemical Engineering 
 

Imperial Mathematics 
 

KCL English 
 

Keele Law with Criminology (optional International Year available) 

Keele Pharmacy 
 

Kent Accounting and Finance and Economics 
 

Kent Biomedical Science 
 

Kent Business and Management with a year in Industry 
 

Kent Computer Science with a year in Industry 
 

Kent Criminology 
 

Kent Criminology 
 

Kent Electronic and Communication Engineering with a foundation year  

Kent Electronic and Communications Engineering with a year in Industry 

Kent English and American Literature and Creative Writing 
 

Kent Financial Economics 
 

Kent Financial Economics Yes 

Kent Hispanic Studies and Management 
 

Kent Law 
 

Law Law 
 

Leicester Accounting and Finance 
 

Leicester Accounting and Finance 
 

Leicester Biological Sciences (with Foundation Year) 
 

Leicester Engineering (with a foundation year) 
 

Leicester Law 
 

Leicester Law 
 

Leicester Politics and Economics 
 

Leicester Politics and Economics 
 

Lincoln Psychology 
 

Lincoln Psychology with Clinical Psychology 
 

Liverpool Criminology 
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Liverpool English Language 
 

Liverpool Geography (Science) 
 

London South Bank Business Management with Marketing 
 

Loughborough Accounting and Financial Management 
 

Loughborough Accounting and Financial Management 
 

Loughborough Business Psychology 
 

Loughborough Chemical Engineering 
 

Loughborough Chemical Engineering 
 

Loughborough Chemical Engineering 
 

Loughborough Computer Science 
 

Loughborough Electronic and Computer Systems Engineering 
 

Loughborough Electronic and Computer Systems Engineering 
 

Loughborough English 
 

Loughborough Physics with a Foundation Year 
 

Manchester Engineering with an Integrated Foundation Year 
 

Manchester Medicine 
 

Manchester Pharmacology with Industrial/Professional Experience (4 years) 

Manchester Pharmacy 
 

Medway School of 
Pharmacy 

BSc Hons Pharmacology and Physiology With Integrated  
Foundation Year 

Nottingham   Accountancy 
 

Nottingham   Architecture and Environmental Design 
 

Nottingham   Finance, Accounting and Management 
 

Nottingham   French and Politics 
 

Nottingham   Industrial Economics 
 

Nottingham   Management 
 

Nottingham   Microbiology 
 

Nottingham   Microbiology 
 

Nottingham   Neuroscience 
 

Nottingham Trent  Law with Psychology 
 

Nottingham Trent  Psychology 
 

Oxford Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
 

Oxford Brookes  Economics Yes 

Plymouth Economics with Politics 
 

Portsmouth Business Economics 
 

Portsmouth Computer Games Technology Yes 

Portsmouth Economics 
 

Portsmouth Economics, Finance and Banking 
 

Portsmouth Media Studies Yes 

Portsmouth Pharmacology 
 

Portsmouth Sport and Exercise Science 
 

Queen Mary, London Geography 
 

Ravensbourne Digital Advertising and Design 
 

Reading Biological Sciences 
 

Reading Biological Sciences with Professional Experience 
 

Reading Business and Management 
 

Reading Mathematics 
 

Reading Psychology 
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In addition: 

10 Students are taking a gap year and/or continuing with their studies this year and applying through UCAS 
for entry 2018. 
19 students are either in employment, undertaking an apprenticeship – or currently seeking either. 

Reading Psychology with Professional Placement 
 

Royal Holloway, London Physical Geography 
 

Sheffield Economics 
 

Sheffield Law and Criminology 
 

Southampton Computer Science 
 

Southampton Mathematics (4 years) 
 

Southampton Mechanical Engineering 
 

Southampton Music with Year Abroad Yes 

Southampton Physics 
 

Southampton Solent Applied Sport Science 
 

St George's, London Physiotherapy 
 

Surrey Biomedical Science 
 

Surrey Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
 

Sussex Business, Management and Economics (with a foundation year) 

Sussex Chemistry 
 

Sussex Economics 
 

Sussex Economics (with a professional placement year) 
 

Sussex English (with a study abroad year) 
 

Sussex Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
 

Sussex Psychology 
 

Swansea Economics With A Year Abroad 
 

Warwick Chemistry 
 

Warwick Computer Science 
 

Warwick Discrete Mathematics 
 

Warwick Psychology 
 

Winchester Primary Education with QTS (4 years) 
 

Wolverhampton Pharmaceutical Science with Foundation Year 
 

York Computer Science (with a year in industry) 
 

York Economics and Finance 
 

York Economics and Finance 
 


